
EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TRAINING 
 

SENATE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE - QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
2003-2004 BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING 

 
Outcome: 1 
Output Group: 1.1 � Funding for schools 
 
DEST Question No. E015_04 
 
Senator Nettle tabled on 5 June 2003 
 
Question:  
 
Will the Department please provide on a single electronic spreadsheet with the following 
data? 
 
For each private school in NSW, 
 
• name 
• address 
• suburb 
• postcode 
• state  
• primary enrolment in year 2000 
• primary enrolment in year 2001 
• primary enrolment in year 2002 
• primary enrolment in year 2003 
• secondary enrolment in year 2000 
• secondary enrolment in year 2001 
• secondary enrolment in year 2002 
• secondary enrolment in year 2003 
• Educational Resource Category (if applicable) 
• SES rating in 2001 
• SES rating in 2002 
• SES rating in 2003 
• recurrent funding in 2000 in respect of primary students 
• recurrent funding in 2002 in respect of primary students 
• recurrent funding in 2003 in respect of primary students 
• estimated recurrent funding in 2004 in respect of primary students 
• recurrent funding for 2000 in respect of secondary students 
• recurrent funding for 2002 in respect of secondary students  
• recurrent funding for 2003 in respect of secondary students  
• estimated recurrent funding for 2004 in respect of secondary students 
• capital grant funding for 2000 
• capital grant funding for 2001 
• capital grant funding for 2002 
• capital grant funding for 2003 
• estimated capital grant funding for 2003 
• transitional emergency grant funding for 2001 
• transitional emergency grant funding for 2002 
• transitional emergency grant funding for 2003 

 
 
 



• establishment grant for 2001 
• establishment grant for 2002 
• establishment grant for 2003 
• special education grants for 2001 
• special education grants for 2002 
• special education grants for 2003 
• literacy and numeracy grants for 2001 
• literacy and numeracy grants for 2002 
• literacy and numeracy grants for 2003 

 
Answer:  
 
Non-government school funding in NSW - 2000 to 2004 
 
The majority of the data requested have already been provided to the Committee in response 
to QON E617_03, in electronic form where possible.  The following is in additional to the data 
included in the response to QON E617_03. 
 
Estimated capital grant funding for 2000 to 2004 to non-government schools in NSW 
 
Attachment A provides estimated capital grant funding to non-government schools in NSW 
for the period 2000 to 2004.  
 
Grants under the Schools Transitional Emergency Assistance (STEA) Programme to 
non-government schools in NSW, 2001, 2002 and 2003 
 
Attachment B provides a list of grants to NSW under the STEA programme.  It is 
Departmental policy not to publicly release the names of schools receiving STEA in order to 
avoid any possible financial detriment to them. 
 
Commonwealth additional assistance for literacy and numeracy and special education 
is provided under the Strategic Assistance for Improving Student Outcomes (SAISO) 
programme.  
 
State and Territory government and non-government school education authorities are 
responsible for the detailed administration of this programme in their systems and schools.  
They determine the nature of additional assistance based on need including determining 
appropriate funding amounts to support these initiatives.  Accountability for SAISO funds 
rests with these authorities. 
 
For the non-government school sector in NSW, the New South Wales Catholic Education 
Commission and the Association of Independent Schools of New South Wales are the 
responsible authorities.  
 
The following table shows SAISO allocations for the 2001, 2002 and 2003 programme years 
for the New South Wales Catholic and Independent sectors. 
 
 2001 2002 2003 

(initial allocations) 
NSW CEC $28,999,946 $30,698,620 $30,698,620 

 
NSW AIS $12,879,123 $13,616,864 $13,616,864 

 
 



In the Catholic sector, funds are used in conjunction with broader systemic resources to 
support a range of sector literacy and numeracy programmes and support services for 
students with disabilities. 
 
In the independent sector, a mix of sector teacher professional development programmes, 
sector wide literacy and numeracy programmes, sector students with disabilities support 
services and grants to schools are supported under SAISO. 
 
Summary details, provided to the Commonwealth by the NSW AIS, of grants to schools for 
literacy / numeracy and special education programmes in the independent sector for 2001 
and 2002 funded by SAISO allocations are at Attachment C.  Details of 2003 programmes 
are not yet available.  
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Attachment B 
 

 State 
 

Reasons for Grant 
Amount 
of Grant

  
2000 Program Year 

1 NSW Small rural community school � problems caused by economic 
downturn in local region.  Significant cash flow difficulties.  Grant 
provided to assist with deficit. 
 $62,585 

2 NSW Rural boarding school experiencing downturn in enrolments caused 
by the economic downturn in the school�s main catchment area. 
Significant cash flow difficulties.  Grant provided to assist with 
deficit. 
 $200,000 

3 NSW Rural boarding school experienced a marked decline in enrolments, 
and income, over past years.  It attributed this decline in enrolment 
numbers to the downturn in the rural economy.  Some loss in 
income from reduction in number of full fee paying overseas 
students.  Grant provided to assist with deficit. 
 $540,124 

4 NSW Small school that experienced a marked decline in enrolments and 
consequent loss in cash flow.  Grant provided to assist with 
immediate cash flow. 
 $120,000 

5 NSW Co-educational boarding school experiencing financial problems 
driven by a marked decline in enrolments due to the economic 
downturn in rural Australia.  Grant provided to assist with immediate 
cash flow. 
 $166,000 

6 NSW Indigenous day school with financial crisis driven by a dramatic 
downturn in its fee collection rate as well as the discovery of 
outstanding tax liabilities owed by the school.  STEA Grant made to 
assist with outstanding liabilities and to implement recovery plan. 
 $69,000 

7 NSW 
 

A series of unexpected staffing related problems placed an 
unusually high burden on the school�s financial resources.  The 
school�s financial crisis was further exacerbated by the NSW 
Government decision to reduce funding for schools in funding 
categories 1 - 3.  The school is receiving increases under the SES 
funding model.  Grant provided to assist with deficit. 
 

$14,298 
 

  
2001 Program Year 

8 NSW Significant cash flow difficulties with decreased enrolments due to 
rural economic conditions.  Some impact also from decline in full fee 
paying overseas students.  Grant to assist with immediate cash flow 
and implement Business and Recovery Plan.   
 $129,464 

9 NSW Small rural school suffering loss in enrolments and income due to 
staffing problems.  Grant to assist with immediate cash flow and to 
implement Business and Recovery Plan and with restructuring of the 
school�s operations.   
 $175,000 



10 NSW Small rural school suffering loss in enrolments and income due to 
staffing problems.  Grant to assist with immediate cash flow and 
implement Business and Recovery Plan.   
 $80,000 

11 NSW Rural boarding school suffering a loss in income due to decline in 
enrolments, particularly boarding students, and decrease in NSW 
Government funding to Category 1-3 schools.  Decline in enrolments 
due to decline in rural economic conditions.  School will receive 
increased funding under SES funding model.  Grant provided to 
assist with deficit and implement Recovery Plan. 
 $150,000 

12 NSW Rural Indigenous primary school facing cash flow crisis.  Some 
significant underlying problems that included a lack of financial 
expertise in the school�s management and some flaws in the 
internal financial control procedures at the school. 
The STEA grant was made to assist with cash flow crisis and with 
restructuring of school�s management procedures. 
 $149,000 

13 NSW Rural boarding school suffering a loss in income due to decline in 
enrolments, particularly boarding students.  Decline in enrolments 
due to decline in rural economic conditions.  School will receive 
increased funding under SES funding model.  Grant provided to 
assist with deficit and to implement Recovery Plan. 
 $200,000 

14 NSW Special school facing operating deficits and cash flow difficulties due 
to a sudden decrease in private income.  Grant provided to assist 
with deficit and to implement two-year Recovery Plan including a 
restructuring of its operations.  
  $116,000 

15 NSW Large city school with cash flow difficulties due to downturn in its fee 
collection rates, decrease in primary enrolments and unexpected 
increase in expenditures.  Grant provided to assist with deficit and 
implement Recovery Plan. 
 $300,000 

  
2002 Program Year 

16 NSW Special school facing operating deficits and cash flow difficulties due 
to a sudden decrease in private income.  Grant provided to assist 
with deficit and to implement second year of Recovery Plan 
including a restructuring of its operations.  
 $90,000 

  
2003 Program Year 

 NSW Nil  
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