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AGENCY/DEPARTMENT:
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, TOURISM AND RESOURCES

OUTCOME/OUTPUT:
OUTCOME 1, Output 1.1

TOPIC:
ENHANCED PRINTING INDUSTRY COMPETITIVENESS SCHEME

REFERENCE:
WRITTEN QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

QUESTION:

Senator Lundy asked:

PUBLISHING INDUSTRY

1. Why has this section of the BIAP (Book Industry Assistance Plan) been cut?
[Note: Assume referring to Enhanced Printing Industry Competitiveness Scheme]

2. What is the anticipated effect of this cut on the Publishing Industry?

3. In particular, what effect will this cut have on the research and development projects underpinning efforts to equip Australian Printing and Publishing industries to the development of the information economy?

4. How will the funds from this program be used?

5. What effect will this cut have on research, such as the Joint Industry Study (JIS)?  (Note: the JIS was the first to aggregate financial data and key performance indicators across a range of firms to provide industry benchmarks.)

6. What financial effects will the axing of EPICS have on firms and industry associations who were in the process of applying for grants available under EPICS?

ANSWER:

Funding for the Enhanced Printing Industry Competitiveness Scheme (EPICS) element of the Book Industry Assistance Plan has been restored, with $48 million being provided over 2000-01 to 2003-04.  Existing applications are being assessed and new applications accepted.
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