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Senator Urquhart asked:

Why is environmental integrity important for the CFI? Why does the CFl use a 100 year
permanence rule? Is this consistent with international practice? Is it consistent with the amount
of time carbon dioxide remains in the atmosphere?

Answer:

Environmental integrity is an important part of any offset scheme to ensure against unintended
adverse environmental outcomes. The Carbon Farming Initiative legislation currently
prescribes a permanence period of 100 years.

In the Emissions Reduction Fund Green Paper, the Government noted that the 100-year
permanence rule is appropriate for conservation or environmental planting projects that are
designed to be permanent. However, the 100-year rule, particularly for soil carbon and
replanting projects, can be a significant barrier for other types of sequestration projects.
Farmers and foresters have expressed concern about permanence obligations that restrict
future land use and could have serious consequences for future generations. The Government
is consulting on a 25-year permanence option for sequestration projects in the Emissions
Reduction Fund Green Paper.



