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Senator Urquhart asked:

Has there also been a pause in the release of funding for grants under these programs — if so,
what are the details. If there has been a pause: What advice has been provided to
stakeholders about the nature and purpose of the pause. Did this pause include grants that
had been advertised but not yet finalised? Did this pause include grants where decisions had
been finalised but recipients had not yet been notified? If so, is there an indicative timeline as
to when successful recipients of grants can expect to hear from the Government? Are all
grants in each program the subject of a pause.

Answer:

The Government has not paused grants.

The Government assessed all grant spending for consistency with Government priorities and
commitments. This has included an additional step in agencies’ grants processes requiring the
Minister for Finance to be consulted prior to any grant spending to assess the grant’s
alignment with Government priorities. All the background work in relation to these
programmes, such as managing existing contracts, and the general management of these
programmes continued in the normal way.



