QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE
SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING : 17 October 2016
IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION PORTFOLIO

(SE16/053) - Men on Manus Island given positive refugee determinations on basis
of sexuality - Programme 1.5: IMA Offshore Management

Senator Pratt, Louise (L&CA 132) asked:

Senator PRATT: | would like to know how many men on Manus have been given positive
refugee status determinations on the basis of their sexuality.

Mr Pezzullo: Their claim of persecution relates to sexuality?

Senator PRATT: That is right.

Mr Pezzullo: I will ask Ms Noble or other officers to join me, but | am not sure that we would
immediately have that data to hand, because we do not do the refugee status determination.
Unless Ms Moy can answer the question directly, we will take it on notice.

Senator PRATT: You would agree that some would have had to have been found as refugees,
basically?

Mr Pezzullo: Possibly. I do not know.

Ms Moy: The RSD process in Papua New Guinea is run by ICSA. We are not privy to the
information of each claim. We would need to go to Papua New Guinea and ask them that
guestion. So we would need to take it on notice.

Senator PRATT: But that is a difficult thing, given that homosexuality is actually illegal in PNG.
They are

having to make these disclosures to the PNG government, in which case they may even have a
well-founded fear

of persecution from within PNG. Is that not correct?

Mr Pezzullo: We will have to take on notice how the PNG authorities have dealt with the
assessment of

claims pursuant to both their international legal obligations and the operation of their domestic
law.

Answer:

The Department has requested the information from the Government of PNG and will
provide this to the Committee once available.



