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Question: 
Senator SMITH: In addition to my previous question, perhaps the department can tell 
us where the order of precedence for the Commonwealth appears on Wikipedia, and 
you might like to share with us where that order of precedence is wrong, as displayed 
on Wikipedia. It is actually a publicly available document and I am not too sure how 
accurate it is. I do not understand why the order of precedence—  
Ms Kelly: Senator, is that the order of precedence in relation to office holders?  
Senator SMITH: It is an extensive order of precedence, because it starts with the 
Queen and then moves through the federal executive council.  
Ms Kelly: That is definitely available. I do not believe that is the document that 
Senator Collins is referring to. 
Senator SMITH: So there is more than one order of precedence? Or are there subsets 
of documents in the order of precedence?  
Ms Kelly: I understand it is a different document, but it might be best to take it on 
notice.  
Senator Abetz: Let us take it on notice and try to resolve it  
CHAIR: Very wise. 
Answer:  
There are two separate orders of precedence. 

1. A ministerial order of precedence which is determined by the  
Prime Minister of the day and is not a public document. 

2. The Table of Precedence for the Commonwealth of Australia as published 
in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. S206,  
Tuesday 5 October 1982 (copy attached). 

The Commonwealth Table of Precedence on Wikipedia does not accurately reflect the 
Commonwealth Table of Precedence gazetted on 5 October 1982. 
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