Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Budget Estimates 26 May-6 June 2014

Prime Minister and Cabinet Portfolio

Department/Agency: Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

Outcome/Program: 1.1 Prime Minister and Cabinet
Topic: Commonwealth Table of Precedence

Senator: Senator Dean Smith
Question reference number: 97
Type of Question: FPA, Tuesday 27 May 2014, page 108-109
Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 11 July 2014
Number of pages: 1
Question:
Senator SMITH: In addition to my previous question, perhaps the department can tell
us where the order of precedence for the Commonwealth appears on Wikipedia, and
you might like to share with us where that order of precedence is wrong, as displayed
on Wikipedia. It is actually a publicly available document and | am not too sure how
accurate it is. 1 do not understand why the order of precedence—
Ms Kelly: Senator, is that the order of precedence in relation to office holders?
Senator SMITH: It is an extensive order of precedence, because it starts with the
Queen and then moves through the federal executive council.
Ms Kelly: That is definitely available. I do not believe that is the document that
Senator Collins is referring to.
Senator SMITH: So there is more than one order of precedence? Or are there subsets
of documents in the order of precedence?
Ms Kelly: I understand it is a different document, but it might be best to take it on
notice.
Senator Abetz: Let us take it on notice and try to resolve it
CHAIR: Very wise.
Answer:
There are two separate orders of precedence.
1. A ministerial order of precedence which is determined by the
Prime Minister of the day and is not a public document.
2. The Table of Precedence for the Commonwealth of Australia as published

in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. S206,

Tuesday 5 October 1982 (copy attached).
The Commonwealth Table of Precedence on Wikipedia does not accurately reflect the
Commonwealth Table of Precedence gazetted on 5 October 1982.
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Her Majesty The Queen has been gracicusly pleased, on the

wlvice of Her Majpeay's Ausiralian Mimislars, @0 appirosee the

following Table of Precedence The Table of Precnlence
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TABLE (¢ PRECEDEMCE FOR THE
OO WEALTH OF allSTRALIA
Clonabesr [RET
1. The Guowemor-Oenerel
2 jal The Groemmer of the Sdie
i1 Governars of the otker Spes gcoocding to the dais
of appesinLaenl
Wair: & Lreulenss-Lpveinor of & Siaie who & ool also
Chicl Justize shall, when noi adminisiening e
Oovernmment af the Sise, have, within (be State,
prreadence mmediately after the Chief Justios of
the Siats
121 The Adminptratorn of the Monhern Termiory and
Morfedk band =itk (Beir gan Terriiores.

1. Thar Promes Minister

a4, The Proseer within ks own State. The Chiel Minkter of
the Maorthern Territory amd the Chief Minisier of Morfolk
slamad wit hin Eheir creen Termomnss

4 The President al (b Senmie and the Speaker of the
Hiuse of Representatives acoonding tr the daie of appoint.
mel; il 1hey are apponded ol Uhe sime [, Che Preldes)
shalll have piecedeie

6. The Chiel Justios of Ausirlia.

T @) Amtmssider sed High Commisssonen ancanding 1o
Ui datic of presentation of their Letion of Credemee
or Commsaion, of, in dhe cas of Hgh Com-
mipasners who do nol presend leflers of Com.
i, docording 16 the date of arrival = Canbera
Charges d"Affzines en pied or o= e acoording Lo
the daote of preseniadiom of theit Leters of
Cradence

il Charges A gires and Actiag Hgh Commisdoners
pocording 1o 1he dete of assumpan of Seties.

E. Memters of the Feoderml Esscutive Councd under
UMM

B, The Admmoirators of the Morthem Terrilory asd ol
Morfolk Iand
0. The Leader of the Dppmition,

11, {a} Farsser Governors-Oemeral aceonding 10 ihe dase of
lemving ciffice.
ik} Former Prme Ministers according 1o the date of
leaving e
(g} Former Chiel Justices of Awstralia according 1o Uhe
date ol leaving office.
i2 The Premiers of the Staies according 1o The pepulation of
ibsir rezpeciive Slalei snd then ihe Chisl Minmier of Uhe
Morihors Territery and of Morfolk Island.

(b

Nate: A person seling an behadl of any of (ke foregoing wall
enjoy the precedence of The person for whom he is asd-
wng with ihe urdcrstandiing that, where there 1s more
1hain ane person in T class the persom st oa bebalf
al amother will take precedence afler ather persons in
Ut class who arg sitending in their oan right

13, The Lord Mayor wit hin bes City.

14. Juslioes of the High Coart acconding b seninty.
15, qa) The Chiel Judge of the Federal Comn of Amiralis

fhy The President of the Austvalisn Concilistion and
Arbitration Commisssn,

16, The (el Jusisee of ke State and, alver B the other
Chial Jusistes sccondeg 10 strmi iy,

17, Privy Copranllors

TE The Chief of Delenos Force Siam

I3 Chiell Judges of Federal and Termiore Couris sccording
En i he respeidive dhafes ol Rt appointmeni bo peg one of {Bose
Mices

M Mo ol the Parismend of che U nmmonsealis

1. (nher Fedges of Federal Cousts and the Deputy Fres
dem of the Aumrslian Conslmion wsad Adbilralon Caom-
mikioe acooiding 1e Uhe respective dates of Gt appoimiment
foany of 1Bme a s

I Lawd Mlipnds ol capuial S gooording 10 pofealal s,

11 Heads of religioas communities acsurding 1o the dale of
axisasrigg G2 1h Alsimalin

24 Presding officer or officers of the Stawe legetaivee aml
Eler mim of chemy (he presiding officers of the other Sials
legislitures according to 1k dste of appointment, then the
Presdiag Officers ol the Morihers Terntory asd Maorlolk
Eland kgslaiuns

15, Members of 1he Siaie Execolive Coundl under summorns
tothe Councd snd, afier (bem, the memben of the mher Suie
Exnscuiive Councilks scvording 16 1Be populstion of their
Scates, then the members of the Excvwtive Comacil of the
Methern TEMMLOry.

2h. The Leader al che Oppositicon in the S5pie and, kller Bims,
the Lesders of the Opposiiion in the cther Siale scourding 1o
the popetation of 1Beir Suaes, then the Leader of the Oppa-
witisn in Uhe Moethesn Terrilory.

2%, Judges of State and Terrtory Supsems Courls sccondig
o sEnoniy.

28 Membern of the Fedaral Executive Coundl sot unides
summare.

10, Memberm ol the Simie legislsiure and, afler (hem,
members of the miker Scane legistatures asishding Lo ks pop-
lation of (kcir Simes, then Meomben of ke Legilanive
Kamemblics af the Morimern Terntory and of Morledk lsland.

3. The Permanest Hends of Deparimenis of the Ausiralian
Pulbiliz Service and their peers and the Chicls of the Ausirghan
Maval, Crenersl and Air Staffs. acoordieg o Uhe &ale of Oesl
appoimimenl 1 an office wiihin 1kis growp

1. Consuls-Jeneral, enmsk snd wioe-consuls according Lo
the daie om which reengrition was granted.

32 Members of the House of Awmessbly of the Ausiralias
Capital Territory.

11. Recepienis af decorilions and honowns iaking precodence

aver Knights Bachelor and Knights of Yarious Oeders (in-
cludi it Bachekar), &ll according fo the precedancer
B in Commwnweaith of Aucirafls Gaserie Mo,

5 IETof 31 August 1942,

A marred couple shall espy the precedence of 1he
spouse with ihe higher precedesce end o hustand or
wile shall enjoy 1he preeedence of the spouse.

By His Exilleney s Command.
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