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Funding for Students with Disability 

Question

Senator O'NEILL: .What proportion and number of students are currently receiving additional 
funding for disability under the Australian Education Act?
Mr Cook: That is in ROGS.
Senator O'NEILL: Sorry?
Mr Cook: Report on government services. This is taken from the Report on government 
services 2014. The latest data you will have will be 2012 data. In terms of total students with 
disability, it is 5.1 per cent across all schools of Australia.
Senator O'NEILL: And how many attended special schools?
Mr Cook: I am sorry. I do not have that information.
Senator O'NEILL: If you could find that out, and also how many attend mainstream schools?
Ms Paul: We probably do have that.
Mr Cook: Actually, census data will probably be able to tell us that.
Senator O'NEILL: Do we have a raw number?
Ms Paul: We will have. You mean numbers of kids in those categories? Sure. I think we 
probably would by enrolments.
Senator O'NEILL: By state and by school sector.
Mr Cook: Yes. This is public information. This is in the RoGS: 183,000 out of 3.5 million for 
Australia. Then I can break that down by state and territory and by government and non-
government.
Senator O'NEILL: And give that to us on notice?
Mr Cook: That is correct.
Senator O'NEILL: That would be very helpful. Thank you very much. I have a couple of 
questions about the process and the findings of the NCCD.
Mr Cook: I am sorry. That was 2012 data. I have 2013 data as well. I just realised I have 
another page. We will give you that on notice, if you like, but if you look at—
Senator O'NEILL: If you can give me the 2013 and 2014 proportion of students with disability 
in schools.
Mr Cook: Only 2013; that is the latest data set that we would have.
Senator O'NEILL: When will you get the 2014 data set? 

Answer

Number of funded students with disability in 2013 
The 2015 Report on Government Services shows that in 2013 there were 190,887 students 
in Australian schools in receipt of state/territory targeted funding as a student with disability. 
This is 5.3 per cent of all Australian school students.



The equivalent data for 2014 will become available in early 2016.

Number of students attending special schools
The 2014 Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Schools Australia catalogue 4221.0 provides 
the number of students that attended special and special assistance schools in 2013:

Special schools:
Number of full time equivalent students and schools
Sector FTE Schools
Government 20,969 330
Non-government 7557 105
All 28,526 435

Data Sources: Australian Government Department of Education and Training (2014 Unpublished)
ABS: Schools Australia; Catalogue 4221.0 (2014 Published)
Definition:
Special school - A special school is one which satisfies the definition of a school and requires one or 
more of the following characteristics to be exhibited by the student before enrolment is allowed:

1. mental or physical disability or impairment;
2. slow learning ability;
3. social or emotional problems; and/or
4. in custody, on remand, in hospital.

These data include those schools that are both categorised as special and those that have special 
assistance programs.  

Number of students with disability attending mainstream schools
This information is not available and cannot be calculated by subtracting the 28,526 in 
special schools from the total as these are different collections with different definitions.


