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Question: 

How many cases of the incorrect Medicare claiming or fraud did the Department identify in 

2014-15 in the following areas:  

a) incorrect billing; 

b) incorrect prescribing; 

c) inappropriate ordering and/or incorrect use of pathology and imaging services; and 

d) consultations billed without referrals.   

 

Answer: 

a) In 2014-15 1,501 cases were identified to be non-compliant or fraudulent. 

b) The Department does not determine whether prescribing is correct, as this is an issue of 

quality of clinical practice.  Quality of clinical practice is a matter for the Australian 

Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA), health service providers (hospitals and 

practices) and professional medical colleges. 

c) The Department does not determine whether use of pathology and imagining services is 

correct, as this is an issue of quality of clinical practice.  Quality of clinical practice is a 

matter for the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA), health service 

providers (hospitals and practices) and professional medical colleges. 

d) This is a form of incorrect billing - please see (a) above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


