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Senator Moore asked:

1. Can you provide the latest data on overall costs associated with the Sickness

Allowance?
2. Can you confirm whether the Department has done any work on possible mechanisms

for reducing the future costs associated with this payment?
3. Has the Department done any work relating to possible changes to any aspect of the
current settings for the Sickness Allowance?

Answer:

1. Inthe 2012-13 financial year, Sickness Allowance expenditure was $98.658 million
(DEEWR Annual Report 2013/14).

2. The Department monitors all income support payments and regularly reviews their
cost and effectiveness.

3. The Government is currently looking at Australia’s system of social security to ensure
that there is a balance between the incentive to work and the well-being of the
individual.



