
  

 

 

 

The Senate 

 

 

 

 

Community Affairs 

Legislation Committee 

Budget estimates 2012–13 

 

 

 

       

 

June 2012 



  

 

 Commonwealth of Australia 2012 

ISBN 978-1-74229-478-0 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This document was prepared by the Senate Community Affairs Legislation Committee 

and printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Parliament House, Canberra. 



 iii 

iii 

Membership of the Committee 

Members 

Senator Claire Moore, Chair ALP, Queensland 

Senator Rachel Siewert, Deputy Chair AG, Western Australia 

Senator Carol Brown ALP, Tasmania 

Senator Mark Furner 

Senator Bridget McKenzie 

Senator Dean Smith 

ALP, Queensland 

NP, Victoria 

LP, Western Australia 

  

  

Senators in attendance 

Senator Claire Moore (Chair), Senator Rachel Siewert (Deputy Chair), Senator Chris 

Back, Senator Cory Bernardi, Senator Catryna Bilyk, Senator the Hon Ron Boswell, 

Senator the Hon George Brandis, Senator Carol Brown, Senator the Hon Kim Carr, 

Senator Michaelia Cash, Senator the Hon Richard Colbeck, Senator the Hon Jacinta 

Collins, Senator Trish Crossin, Senator Richard Di Natale, Senator Sean Edwards, 

Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, Senator Mitch Fifield, Senator Mary Jo Fisher, 

Senator Mark Furner, Senator Gary Humphries, Senator Scott Ludlam, Senator John 

Madigan, Senator Bridget McKenzie, Senator the Hon Jan McLucas, Senator Stephen 

Parry, Senator Marise Payne, Senator Lee Rhiannon, Senator the Hon Nigel Scullion, 

Senator Arthur Sinodinos, Senator Dean Smith, Senator Glenn Sterle, Senator Larissa 

Waters, Senator John Williams, Senator Penny Wright, Senator Nick Xenophon 

 

 

Secretariat 

Dr Ian Holland  Committee Secretary 

Ms Toni Matulick  Committee Secretary  

Ms Meg Banfield  Principal Research Officer 

Mr Gerry McInally  Principal Research Officer 

Mr Patrick Hodder  Research Officer 

Mr Tim Hillman  Administration Officer 

 

Suite S1.59    Telephone: (02) 6277 3515 

Parliament House  Fax:   (02) 6277 5829 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 Email: community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au 



 

iv 

 

 



  

 

 

Table of Contents 

Membership of the Committee ........................................................................ iii 

Chapter 1 

Introduction .............................................................................................................. 1 

Details of hearings .................................................................................................. 1 

Questions on Notice ............................................................................................... 3 

Hansard transcripts ................................................................................................. 3 

Changes to portfolios, agencies or agency structure .............................................. 3 

Cross portfolio coordination of programs .............................................................. 4 

Procedural issues .................................................................................................... 4 

Grounds for not answering questions .................................................................. 4 

Adverse Reflections............................................................................................. 5 

Corrections to Portfolio Budget Statements ........................................................ 5 

National e-Health Transition Authority .............................................................. 5 

Chapter 2 

Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs Portfolio ....... 7 

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs . 7 

Cross Outcomes/Corporate Matters .................................................................... 7 

Seniors ................................................................................................................. 8 

Women ................................................................................................................ 9 

Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Agency (EOWA) .................. 9 

Disability and Carers ......................................................................................... 10 

Housing .............................................................................................................. 10 

Families and Children........................................................................................ 11 

Australian Institute of Family Studies ............................................................... 12 

Community Capability and the Vulnerable ....................................................... 12 



v 

Chapter 3 

Human Services Portfolio ...................................................................................... 13 

Department of Human Services............................................................................ 13 

Australian Hearing ............................................................................................. 13 

Corporate Operations......................................................................................... 13 

Centrelink .......................................................................................................... 15 

Medicare ............................................................................................................ 15 

Chapter 4 

Health and Ageing Portfolio .................................................................................. 17 

Department of Health and Ageing ........................................................................ 17 

Whole of Portfolio/Corporate Matters .............................................................. 19 

Australian Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation Authority 

(AOTDTA) ........................................................................................................ 19 

Independent Hospital Pricing Authority ............................................................ 19 

National Health Performance Authority ............................................................ 19 

Acute Care ......................................................................................................... 19 

Mental Health .................................................................................................... 20 

Aged Care and Population Ageing .................................................................... 20 

National e-Health Transition Authority (NeHTA) ............................................ 21 

Health System Capacity and Quality ................................................................. 22 

Professional Services Review (PSR) ................................................................. 22 

Health Workforce Capacity ............................................................................... 22 

Primary Care ...................................................................................................... 23 

General Practice Education and Training Ltd (GPET) ..................................... 24 

Population Health .............................................................................................. 24 

Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) ....................................................... 25 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)............................................ 26 

Office of the Gene Technology Regulator (OGTR) .......................................... 26 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA) ..... 26 



vi 

Cancer Australia ................................................................................................ 26 

National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) ............................. 27 

Australian National Preventive Health Agency (ANPHA) ............................... 27 

National Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme (NICNAS)

 ........................................................................................................................... 27 

Rural Health ....................................................................................................... 27 

Private Health Insurance Administration Council (PHIAC) ............................. 27 

Private Health Insurance Ombudsman (PHIO) ................................................. 28 

Access to Pharmaceutical Services ................................................................... 28 

Hearing Services ................................................................................................ 28 

Biosecurity and Emergency Response .............................................................. 29 

Chapter 5 

Cross Portfolio Matters .......................................................................................... 31 

Closing the Gap ................................................................................................. 31 

Office of the Coordinator General for Remote Indigenous Services ................ 32 

Health ................................................................................................................ 33 

Employment and Economic Development ........................................................ 33 

Indigenous Housing ........................................................................................... 33 

Indigenous Business Australia .......................................................................... 34 

Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations .......................................... 34 

Appendix 1 

Departments and agencies under the Committee's oversight ............................ 35 

Appendix 2 

Commonwealth Authorities and Companies under the Committee's oversight

 .................................................................................................................................. 37 

Appendix 3 

Index to Hansard Transcripts ............................................................................... 39 

 



vii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




