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Question:

Does the Department have a committee or similar expert body that can provide independent
advice on the effectiveness of screening and prevention programs, similar to the UK's
National Screening Committee? If not, why not?

Answer:

To provide advice on existing and emerging screening programs, the Australian Health
Ministers’ Advisory Council (AHMAC) established the Screening Subcommittee, a
jurisdictional committee comprising Australian, state and territory government
representatives. The Screening Subcommittee is currently chaired by the Chief Medical
Officer of the Department of Health and Ageing.

The Screening Subcommittee provides leadership and national direction on policy,
implementation and monitoring of existing joint screening programs, BreastScreen Australia
and the National Cervical Screening Program, and provides advice in relation to the National
Bowel Cancer Screening Program.

It also monitors and provides advice on emerging population screening issues to the
Community Care and Population Health Principal Committee of AHMAC, Where necessary,
the Screening Subcommittee liaises and consults with relevant experts on screening and refers
appropriate issues for advice.,



