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Question:
On what basis is funding allocated to each of the national health priority areas? What efforts
are made by the Department to assess the level of need across each of the national health
priority areas?
Answer:
The Department of Health and Ageing does not attribute expenditure against the National
Health Priority Areas (NHPAs) on a program-by-program basis, and as such does not have a
criteria for allocating that expenditure.
Most Commonwealth expenditure on programs addressing NHP As is channelled as treatment
subsidies via the Medical Benefits Schedule and the Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule, as
transfer payments to the states and territories for hospitals, preventive and community health,
and as subsidies for private health insurance expenditure relating to an NHPA via the Private

Health Insurance rebate. (Please refer to the response provided to Question on Notice
E12-234 for more information.)



