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Question:
Very few GPs undertake home visits. Do you believe that GPs would be more willing to pay
home visits if there was a Medicare Benefits schedule item for palliative care home visits?
Answer:
No.
Current MBS general practice attendance items are designed to reward GPs who spend more
time with patients who have complex health needs. In particular, the reimbursement for MBS
items 36 and 44 (Level C and D respectively) is intended to compensate doctors who provide

services, either in consulting rooms or during home visits, to patients with complex needs,
such as elderly people and people who require palliative care.



