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Senator Louise Pratt asked: 
 
In the additional estimates hearing in 2 March, Ms Bennett referred to case law on the 
Commonwealth's powers to fund certain activities (page 136 of Hansard). Is the case to 
which Ms Bennett is referring to Williams v Commonwealth of Australia [2012] HCA 23? Is 
there any other case law the department believes is relevant to the DSS community grant 
programs?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Department continues to ensure that grants activities conform with relevant legislation 
and continue to achieve Government policy objectives. This includes continuing to ensure all 
grants spending is aligned to constitutional heads of power following the outcomes of: Pape 
V The Commissioner of Taxation [2009] HCA 23; Williams V Commonwealth of Australia 
[2012] HCA 23; and Williams V Commonwealth of Australia [2014] HCA 23 (Williams 
No.2).  


