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Senator Louise Pratt asked: 
 
What advice or briefings in relation to the Commonwealth’s power to make community 
grants have been provided since 1 July 2016 to the: Minister for Social Services or staff; 
Assistant Minister for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs or staff; Assistant Minister 
for Social Services and Disability Services?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Department advises Ministers on legislative authority and constitutional risk in all 
Ministerial briefings regarding grants spending as a matter of course. Providing this advice is 
in line with the requirements of the Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines. The 
Department is unable to provide specific details of these briefings as doing so would reveal 
the content of legal advice. 


