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Senator David Leyonhjelm asked: 
 
Can you give a citation that suggests that poverty, alcohol abuse and drug abuse are not 
where extreme violence against women begins and are not at the heart of the issue?  
 
Answer: 
While alcohol, substance abuse, and poverty can be contributing factors to violence, they are 
not the causal factors. 

The relationship alcohol and drug abuse have to domestic, family and sexual abuse is 
associated with the diminishing impact on a person’s ability to control impulses and maintain 
normal social controls (Abbey 20111; Foran & O’Leary 20082; Bennet & Bland 20083, 
Graham et al. 20104). 

These contributing influences alone do not explain why most men who use violence against 
women do not use violence against other people in their lives, for example their friends and 
work colleagues (Mouzos & Makkai 2004). This suggests underlying socio-economic 
inequality and discrimination to be reinforcing factors that increase the frequency or severity 
of violence against women.5  

Change the Story: A Shared Framework for the Primary Prevention of Violence against 
Women and their Children in Australia, a joint publication by Australia's National Research 
Organisation for Women's Safety (ANROWS), Our Watch, and the Victorian Health 
Promotion Foundation (VicHealth), states that: 

“there is now consensus in the international research that examining the way in which 
gender relations are structured is key to understanding violence against women.  

Studies by the United Nations, European Commission, World Bank and World Health 
Organisation all locate the underlying cause or necessary conditions for violence against 
women in the social context of gender inequality.” 
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