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Senator Rachel Siewert asked: 
 
Productivity Commission data indicates that the average DES funding level has fallen by 
18 per cent between 2010 and 2014 and another 5 per cent in from 2014 to 2016. Will the 
Department ensure that there will be no further decreases in funding from the current 
program expenditure (i.e. $800 million per year)?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Department does not determine the level of outlays on DES that will occur in any given 
period.  
 
DES is a demand-driven program: it provides funding for as many people as are assessed as 
eligible. Total outlays on the Disability Employment Services (DES) program are an outcome 
of the numbers and kinds of participants in the program, and the numbers and kinds of 
outcomes achieved for those participants. These can also be affected by external factors such 
as the strength of the economy and levels of general unemployment. 


