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Question:  

 

How many hydraulic fracturing chemicals have been assessed as part of the prioritised group 

of chemicals? When will the remaining chemicals likely to be assessed and finalised? How 

many hydraulic fracturing chemicals remain to be assessed?  

 

 

Answer: 

 

The National Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme (NICNAS) is 

currently participating in a project, initiated in July 2012, to examine human health and 

environmental risks from chemicals used in drilling and hydraulic fracturing for coals seam 

gas extraction.  This project, funded by the Department of the Environment, is a collaboration 

between NICNAS, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, and 

the Department of the Environment, with Geoscience Australia in an advisory role.  

 

Assessment of the human health and environmental risks of these chemicals is about to 

commence, and is expected to be completed in 2014. 

 


