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QUESTIONS IN WRITING
On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered
questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper.

13 May 2014
117 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General—
(1)

What arrangements have been put in place for the remuneration of the Royal Commissioner and
Counsel assisting the Royal Commission into Trade Union Governance and Corruption.
(2) Is it a fact that the final terms of reference for the Royal Commission were amended from the draft
terms released when the Royal Commission was announced.
(3) Is it a fact that terms of reference number (i) which refers to persons other than trade unions and their
officers and associated separate entities, was amended to provide that the participation of persons or
organisations other than trade unions and their officers ‘…in a matter mentioned in paragraphs (a) to
(h)’ of the terms of reference was within the scope of the inquiry.
(4) Is the effect of this amendment that employers, employer organisations and persons or entities other
than trade unions and their officers and associated separate entities, will only be subject to inquiry by
the Royal Commission in circumstances where they are involved in a matter that includes the
involvement of a trade union, officer of a union, or an associated separate entity.
MR DANBY: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 137 to 154)—On (a) how many occasions,
and (b) what date(s), has the Minister met with Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd chief executive
Mr Nick Di Girolamo, and can the Minister provide the nature of each meeting.

137
140
142
153
154

MR DANBY: To ask the Prime Minister.
MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General.
MR DANBY: To ask the Treasurer.
MR DANBY: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs.
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Unanswered questions

26 May 2014
161 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

Has he sought advice on options for changing the regulation on the cap on hourly movements at
Sydney Airport.
Can he specifically advise on any options being considered to change the movement cap from the
current 80 movements an hour.

164 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Has the Western Australian Government lodged the Roe Highway Stage 8/Perth Freight Link project
to Infrastructure Australia, (a) if so, on what date was it submitted and what was the result of the
assessment of the project, and (b) if not, will it be required to be subject to assessment by
Infrastructure Australia before federal funds are committed to the project; if not, why not.
Has he seen the cost benefit analysis of the Roe Highway Stage 8 Project completed by the Western
Australian Government; if so, on what date.
How many vehicles will be removed from the surrounding road network by Roe Highway Stage 8,
and how was this number calculated.
What is the economic benefit of the Roe Highway Stage 8 project per dollar invested, and how was
this sum calculated.

16 June 2014
187 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—Further to the answer to
question in writing No. 133 (House Hansard, 4 June 2014, page 159), what action has his department
taken in response to Fair Work Building and Construction’s referral of this alleged abuse of 457 visas.

17 June 2014
188 MR KATTER: To ask the Treasurer—Can he provide assurances that rural and rural/remote local
governments will not be disadvantaged by the freeze on the Consumer Price Index for Financial Assistance
Grants.

19 June 2014
192 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Treasurer—With the Government’s plans to increase the retirement age to
70 (as announced as a budget measure on 13 May 2014), what will the Government do to ensure that
workers who are made redundant over the age of 65 receive the same tax advantage as other workers
receiving an Eligible Termination Payment in the case of a genuine redundancy.
193 MR KATTER: To ask the Treasurer—Why will the Australian Securities and Investments Commission
(ASIC) not release to constituents in the electoral division of Kennedy, the full brief sent to ASIC’s legal
counsel and the counsel’s full memorandum of advice in respect of the South Johnstone Mill case.

195 MR FERGUSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—When a visa was issued to
Rana Tahir Javaid, brother of Rana Iftikhar Ahmad Khan (otherwise known as Muhammad Iftikhar), was
his department alerted to any pending warrants and/or court cases in Pakistan.

26 June 2014
199 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Treasurer—What sum of capital was transferred from (a) China and Hong Kong
to Australia, and (b) Australia to Hong Kong and China, in (i) 2011-12, and (ii) 2012-13.

8 July 2014
202 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will all of the areas within the suburb of
The Ponds in the electoral division of Greenway have access to the National Broadband Network.

203 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of his speech to the Sydney Institute on 11 June 2014 where
he criticised those Australians he regards as ‘leaners’, does he regard the following as ‘leaners’:
(a) pensioners, (b) people with disabilities, (c) the unemployed, (d) single parents, (e) students, (f) stay-athome parents, and (g) carers; if not, will he identify who in Australia is a ‘leaner’.
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MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 205 to 206)—In respect of (a) a media

report ‘Yarra Trams offers foreigners lucrative tram depot jobs’ by Annika Smethurst (Herald Sun,
25 June 2014, 9 pm), (b) Tech Staff’s online job advertisement in the United Kingdom for a Depot
Manager at Yarra Trams in Melbourne (http://jobview.monster.co.uk/Tram-Driver-Depot-Manager-JobMelbourne-VIC-AU-135756117.aspx?WT.mc_n=sk_feed_indeed_UK), and (c) the ‘Live in Victoria’
website which advertises employment opportunities to prospective overseas workers, (i) what checks and
balances does the Minister’s department undertake to ensure that Australian job opportunities and
vacancies are advertised and offered to Australians before they are advertised to overseas workers, and
(ii) will the Minister encourage these companies to advertise employment opportunities in Australia
instead of overseas given that unemployment in Australia remains at 5.8 per cent, or are there no suitable
Australians available for such employment opportunities.

206 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR THOMSON: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 207 to 208)—Will the cuts to the

Newstart Allowance, childcare rebates and Disability Support payments, and the introduction of a General
Practitioner $7 co-payment and the increased education costs for young people, combined with the high
skilled migration program, increase or decrease employment opportunities for Australians.

208 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
209 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)

(2)

(3)

Will he review Australia’s high skilled migration program of approximately 130,000, or around
70 per cent of Australia’s total migrant program, given approximately 719,000 Australians are
currently unemployed.
Will he review uncapped work visa programs given that at the end of March 2014 there were
1.5 million people on work visas in Australia, to assist young people, people with a disability, and
the long-term unemployed, find employment.
With Australia’s participation rate currently at an historic low of 64.7 per cent, will he review the
operation of both permanent and temporary migrant worker programs with a view to reducing them.

14 July 2014
210 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

Is it a fact that under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, any action
that has the potential to significantly impact a population of a threatened species must be referred to
his department for assessment.
Was the Victorian Department of Environment and Primary Industries’ burning in the
(a) Little Desert National Park, (b) Lower Glenelg National Park, (c) Cobboboonee National Park,
and (d) Rennick State Forest, in April 2014 referred to his department for assessment; if not, should
it have been, if so, what action will he take.
Did this burning program include 5000 hectares in the Rennick State Forest, which had a population
of 30 to 60 of the south eastern sub-species of the Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (Victoria’s 2006
Commonwealth Games emblem).
Is there agreement that no more than 15 per cent of the south-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo
stringybark habitat should be burnt within a ten year period.
Did the Victorian Government’s burning program mean that 27 per cent of the south eastern
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo habitat has now been burnt in the last ten years.

211 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)
(2)

Is the he aware of the ‘Save Our Shorebirds’ online petition.
What action is the Government taking to (a) establish a Wildlife Conservation Plan for Migratory
Shorebirds, and (b) develop a national wetlands policy that takes into account the cumulative effects
of multiple threats to Australia’s shorebirds.

212 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1)
(2)
(3)

Are Australian companies still importing illegally logged timber from Indonesia despite the
enactment of the Illegal Logging Prohibition Bill 2012.
Is he aware of new research published in the journal Nature Climate Change, showing a greater rate
of deforestation of primary forests in Indonesia in the past 12 years.
What steps is the Government taking to ensure that Australian laws are being enforced to combat
illegal logging imports.
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Unanswered questions
213 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—What trade skill shortages currently exist within Australia.
214 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—How many apprentices completed their apprenticeship in
2013-14, and of those, how many secured work within their skill set on completion.

215 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—Since 7 September 2013, how many manufacturing jobs
have been lost.
216 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—Since 7 September 2013, how many (a)(i) small,
(ii) medium, and (iii) large, manufacturing businesses have closed, and (b) manufacturing businesses have
opened.

219 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Industry—How many manufacturing jobs are associated with
Australia’s renewable energy industry.
MS PARKE: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 223 to 224)—In respect of the view of the
world’s scientific community, including the Joint Science Academies, that if carbon emissions continue at
the current rate, global temperature will rise above 2 degrees Celsius (and likely as high as 4 degrees
Celsius) this century, (a) in what ways does Government policy (particularly environment and economic)
take this into account, and (b) what kind of economy is the Government positioning Australia for in a
world that is warmer by 2 to 4 degrees Celsius.

223 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for the Environment.
224 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for the Environment.
225 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of a recent media report ‘Hells Angels’ trucking
companies ripping off millions in fuel rebates’ by Noel Towell (The Age, 4 July 2014), (a) is he aware of
this report, (b) what action is the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) taking to recover money paid for
fictitious road haulage, (c) has the ATO referred, or does it intend to refer, evidence obtained on this issue
to the Director of Public Prosecutions for consideration, and (d) what is the Government doing to ensure
that diesel fuel rebate claims are legitimate.

228 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Which of the
following infrastructure projects were subject to a signed project agreement with the relevant state
government as at 11.59pm on 30 June 2014: (a) Westconnex Stage 1A, New South Wales (NSW),
(b) Westconnex Stage 1B, NSW, (c) Westconnex Stage 2, NSW, (d) Westconnex Stage 3, NSW,
(e) East-West Link Stage 1, Victoria, (f) East-West Link Stage 2, Victoria, (g) Toowoomba Second Range
Crossing, Queensland, (h) Cape York Regional Package, Queensland, (i) Bruce Highway Package,
Queensland, (j) Perth Freight Link/Roe 8, Western Australia, (k) North-South Road—Darlington
Interchange, South Australia, (l) Midland Highway, Tasmania, and (m) Northern Territory Roads Package,
Northern Territory; and for each, what was the (i) title, and (ii) date, of the signed project agreement.
229 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—What is the (a) name
of each project funded by, and (b) sum of funding allocated to, the Northern Territory Roads Package, and
has this program of projects been agreed to by the Northern Territory Government.
MR O'CONNOR: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 230 to 231)—
(1) How many contracts are covered by the Commonwealth Cleaning Services Guidelines 2012, and on
what date does each contract expire.
(2) How many cleaners on current contracts are covered by the Commonwealth Cleaning Services
Guidelines 2012.
(3) What is the process for transitioning workers away from the revoked Commonwealth Cleaning
Services Guidelines 2012.
231 MR O'CONNOR: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance.

15 July 2014
233 MS BIRD: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of Transport New
South Wales’ design work for the future construction of the Maldon to Dombarton Rail Link, (a) what
progress has been made, (b) what is the completion date, and (c) when will the associated reports be
publicly available.

Unanswered questions

5

234 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of Stream 1 funding for the Building
Multicultural Communities Program, (a) what was the (i) total number of applicants, and (ii) name of each
applicant, (b) what was the (i) total number of successful applicants, and (ii) name, (iii) location, and
(iv) electorate, of each successful applicant, (c) what sum of funding did each successful applicant receive,
and for what purpose, and (d) what total number of applicants are awaiting funding, and what is the name
of each applicant awaiting funding.

235 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of Stream 2 funding for the Building
Multicultural Communities Program, (a) what was the (i) total number of applicants, and (ii) name of each
applicant, (b) what was the (i) total number of successful applicants, and (ii) name, (iii) location, and
(iv) electorate, of each successful applicant, (c) what sum of funding did each successful applicant receive,
and for what purpose, and (d) what total number of applicants are awaiting funding, and what is the name
of each applicant awaiting funding.
236 MS COLLINS: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the freeze
on indexation to Financial Assistance Grants resulting in an estimated total loss of $925 million in council
funding, (a) is he aware of comments made by the President of the Municipal Association of Victoria,
Councillor Bill McArthur, that these cuts will create a ‘black hole’ in Victorian council budgets, primarily
in rural communities, (b) can he advise what services local councils should cut to recover this loss of
funding, (c) is it a fact that rural, remote and Indigenous councils will at the same time incur rising diesel
costs, as claimed by the Chief Executive of the Local Government Association Queensland, Mr Greg
Hallam, and (d) did he ask his department to undertake a regional impact study to assess the impact on
rural and regional councils; if not, why not.

16 July 2014
238 MR A. S. BURKE: To ask the Prime Minister—What is the amount of deregulatory savings achieved as a
result of the measures in the 2014-15 budget.

17 July 2014
240 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—In respect of civilian staff
in the Minister's department (including the Defence Materiel Organisation) as at 30 June 2014, (a) what
was the (i) headcount, and (ii) breakdown of the headcount, by division, and (b) how many were (i) on
fixed term contracts, (ii) part-time, (iii) based in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT), and (iv) based
outside the ACT, and where.

242 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—For each electoral division
as at 30 June 2014, and as contained in the final pay figures for the final quarter for 2013-14 within the
Defence People Group of the Minister’s department, what was the (a) personnel headcount for (i) the
Navy, (ii) the Army, (iii) the Air Force, (iv) civilians, and (v) Reserves, and (b) number of civilians (i) on
fixed-term contracts, and (ii) employed part-time.

243 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Can he provide a full list of details in respect of
the letter of offer to (a) 337 Stream 1, and (b) 133 Stream 2, applicants, for funding under the Building
Multicultural Communities Program, including the (i) name, (ii) location, and (iii) electoral division, of
each applicant, and the (iv) sum offered, and (v) purpose of funding.

244 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Is it a fact that 66 organisations were offered
both Stream 1 and Stream 2 funding under the Building Multicultural Communities Program; if so, can he
provide a full list of details on each applicant, including their (a) name, (b) location, and (c) electoral
division, and the (d) sum offered, and (e) purpose of funding.

245 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Is it a fact that on 27 February 2014 only two
organisations had completed the execution of the funding agreement for Stream 2 of the Building
Multicultural Communities Program; if so, which two, and on what date was their paper work received by
his department.

246 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

Has his department prepared a reply to my letter to the Senator for New South Wales dated
1 April 2014 in respect of funding under the Building Multicultural Communities Program for (a) the
Islamic Centre of Newcastle, and (b) Northern Settlement Services; if so, when was it (i) drafted, and
(ii) sent; if not, why not.
In respect of Stream 1 of the Building Multicultural Communities Program, has (a) the Islamic
Centre of Newcastle now received its grant of $9,722.00, and (b) Northern Settlement Services
received its grant of $7,600.00; if so, on what date; if not, why not.
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247 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—When will he provide the list of all
organisations that would (a) receive, and (b) not receive, funding (including the amount for (a)) under the
Building Multicultural Communities Program, as requested by me at a private briefing by his department
on 11 February 2014.
DR SOUTHCOTT: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 248 to 249)—Under Medicare in
(a) 2011-12, (b) 2012-13, and (c) 2013-14, what number of (i) patients received cataract surgery, and what
was the cataract surgery rate, (ii) Indigenous patients received cataract surgery, and what was the cataract
surgery rate, (iii) patients were on a waiting list for elective cataract surgery for more than 90 days, and
what proportion (as a percentage), (iv) Indigenous patients were on a waiting list for elective cataract
surgery for more than 90 days, and what proportion (as a percentage), (v) people with diabetes had a
retinal examination within the previous 24 months, and what proportion (as a percentage), (vi) Indigenous
patients with diabetes had a retinal examination within the previous 12 months, what proportion (as a
percentage), (vii) patients with diabetes received laser treatment for diabetic retinopathy, and what
proportion (as a percentage), (viii) number of Indigenous patients with diabetes received laser treatment
for diabetic retinopathy, and what proportion (as a percentage), (ix) patients had an eye examination, and
what proportion (as a percentage), and (x) Indigenous patients had an eye examination, and what
proportion (as a percentage).

248 DR SOUTHCOTT: To ask the Minister for Health.
249 DR SOUTHCOTT: To ask the Minister for Health.
251 MS RYAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

What sum of recurrent funding will be provided to the Catherine McAuley Rehabilitation Centre.
How does this sum compare with past funding of the facility.
Does he know how many beds will close due to the funding uncertainty of this facility.
Can he guarantee that the facility will not close.
Does he expect job losses because of funding uncertainty; if so, can he advise how many doctors,
nurses and other hospital staff will lose their jobs.
Is he aware that this facility services one of the fastest growing communities across Australia with a
current population of over 200,000.

253 MS RYAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)

(2)

(3)

Is he aware that in the electoral division of Lalor there is a General Practitioner bulk billing rate of
93.5 per cent, and that Lalor families access bulk billing services more than 1.5 million times each
year.
Can he advise if the Government has a figure, or an estimated figure, for what the additional out of
pocket costs to residents in Lalor will be as a result of the additional co-payments announced in the
2014-15 budget.
Can he guarantee that the General Practitioner bulk billing rate will not fall during his term in
Government.

26 August 2014
254 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Have any staff transferred from the Department
of Immigration and Citizenship to the Department of Social Services to work on the Building Multicultural
Communities Program; if so, how many, and what proportion is full time.

255 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

Is it a fact that $11.5 million was taken from the Building Multicultural Communities Program, as
per Mid-year Economic and Fiscal Outlook on 12 December 2013; if so, where has it been redirected
to.
Has this figure increased since Estimates on 27 February 2014.

256 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

Has his Parliamentary Secretary actioned any of the freedom of information requests made by me in
2014, pertaining to the Building Multicultural Communities Program; if so, (a) on what date, and
(b) did his department provide a copy, if so, (i) on what date, and (ii) when will I be provided a copy.

Unanswered questions
(2)

7

Did his department seek any advice from the (a) Attorney-General’s Department, (b) Department of
Prime Minister and Cabinet, or (c) Australian Government Solicitor, in respect of any of my freedom
of information requests; if so, (i) which one(s), (ii) on what date(s), (iii) on what date was the advice
received, and (iv) did any of this advice relate to freedom of information processing times and costs.

257 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)
(2)

(3)

What increase in electricity bills does he claim the carbon price was responsible for.
Is he aware that four New South Wales power network companies, Ausgrid, Endeavour Energy,
Essential Energy and TransGrid, have submitted proposals to the Australian Energy Regulator to
increase their prices.
Is it a fact that he said that reduced electricity costs due to abolition of the carbon price would be
passed on to consumers in full; if so, what action will he take to ensure that these companies reduce
their electricity prices.

258 MS KING: To ask the Minister for Health—Following the cessation of General Practice Education and
Training, (a) what funding is available for registrars training in Aboriginal Medical Services, (b) will the
Government continue to fund a (i) registrar research and development officer, and (ii) registrar research
workshop to build research capacity in general practice, and (c) has the Government entered into
discussions with any university to establish a post-graduate general practice training program.

259 MS KING: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)

(3)

What has the Government budgeted for the tender process to transition from Medicare Locals to
Primary Health Care Networks.
Have the funds for this process been absorbed from the existing budgets for Medicare Locals; if so,
(a) what quantum of each Medicare Local budget has gone towards this tender process, and (b) what
programs have been ceased because of this change.
Will the scope of the Primary Health Care Networks’ role be different from Medicare Locals; if so,
how.

260 MS KING: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—
(1)
(2)

What was the Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule expenditure, by electorate, for the calendar year in
(a) 2012, and (b) 2013 to 30 June.
What component of this expenditure, by electorate, was paid in: (a) Concessional non Safety Net,
(b) Concessional Safety Net, (c) Total Concessional, (d) General non Safety Net, (e) General Safety
Net, and (f) Total General.

261 MR FEENEY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—
(1)
(2)

Can the Minister provide a list of conferences supported by the Department of Defence, including for
each conference, the (a) amount sponsored, and (b) location.
How is the location of each conference selected.

262 MR PALMER: To ask the Treasurer—What sum is spent by the (a) Government, (b) Government
departments, and (c) Government bodies, with (i) News Limited, (ii) News Limited subsidiaries, and
(iii) Murdoch companies, and for what services.

263 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—For what purpose did The Treasury sign a contract valued at $74,548
for residential rental in Singapore between 19 July 2014 and 28 February 2015 (contract CN2341423).

264 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—
(1)

How many applicants responded to the call for Expressions of Interest for the G20 Volunteer
Program announced in April 2014, and of these, how many were of a suitable calibre to progress to
the second round short-list of potential volunteers.
(2) What, if any, (a) stipends, (b) reimbursements, or (c) entitlements will be offered to the volunteers
who are successful in being selected for the program (for example, meal allowances, transport and
parking costs, accommodation).
(3) What is the expected duration of daily volunteer shifts during the G20 summit.
(4) What are the (a) minimum, and (b) maximum number of hours that an individual volunteer will be
permitted to work on any given day of the G20 summit.
DR LEIGH: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 265 to 266)—Since 20 March 2014, has
Senator Arthur Sinodinos attended any meetings with Treasury or Department of Finance officials at
which the (a) Treasurer, or (b) Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasurer, or (c) Minister for Finance, were
also present; if so, (i) on what dates were these meetings held, and (ii) for what purpose.
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265 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer.
266 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance.
267 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

Has he investigated reports in The Age on 8 August 2014 that a corrupt official in his department
helped run a $3 million criminal migration racket involving more than 1,000 fraudulent visa
applications; if so, what action has been taken as a result of these investigations.
Is it a fact that the Government has issued new licences in the past six months to migration agents
previously identified by his department as having bribed employers to obtain fake work references
for visa applicants; if so, will the Government review these licences with a view to withdrawing
them.
Is it a fact that Murphy Pipe and Civil has sponsored many Irish workers as ‘project administrators’
or in other skilled roles, but employed them as labourers, machine operators and storemen.
What investigations has the Government conducted into claims by a whistleblower that Murphy Pipe
and Civil was constantly in breach of immigration laws, by sponsoring unskilled Irish workers when
unskilled workers could have been sourced locally.
Is it a fact that S and S Migration, a migration firm run by Mr Jeetender Ajjan and Mr Mahmihn
Sodhani, used stolen departmental stamps and equipment as part of a scam in which hundreds of
overseas workers and students paid large sums to obtain visas to which they were not entitled; if so,
will the Government review visas which were issued to the clients of this firm and cancel those
which have been issued as a result of fraud.

268 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)
(2)

(3)

Has the Data Linking Agreement between the Commonwealth and the Western Australian
Government in respect of health data linkages been terminated; if so, why.
Is he aware that information sharing between the Commonwealth and State of Western Australia
through this agreement has provided valuable research results that are possible only when state and
Commonwealth data are linked.
Will he consider directing his agency to reinstate this agreement with the Western Australia
Government.

269 MS COLLINS: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

(3)

What total sum of funding across each of the forward estimates has been allocated to key
infrastructure projects for (a) roads, (b) rail, and (c) ports, across Tasmania.
In each of the forward estimates, what is the number of individual key Government funded projects
(including the amount of funding) in building infrastructure across Tasmania, and what is the
estimate of the number of associated jobs that will be created.
Can he provide any details on whether the Government will fund the construction of the Launceston
Bypass; if not, why not.

270 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Justice—Is the information in the annual compendium of crime
statistics, Australian crime: Facts & figures: 2013, recorded by postcode and region; if so, what is the
breakdown for the Northern Suburbs of Melbourne.

271 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—
(1)
(2)
(3)

What, if any, facilities are maintained within The Treasury for the Assistant Treasurer, including but
not limited to office space and support staff.
What is the annual cost of these facilities, including any staff costs.
On how many occasions since 20 March 2014 has the Acting Assistant Treasurer made use of these
facilities.

272 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—Since 20 March 2014, have letterhead, business cards, envelopes and
other stationery been printed bearing the name of the Acting Assistant Treasurer; if so, what was the total
cost of these printed items.

Unanswered questions
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273 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—
What total number of Treasury staff were made involuntarily redundant as a result of the ‘spill and
fill’ process conducted in July and August 2014.
(2) Were any of the staff deemed excess to his department’s requirements (a) on maternity leave or other
forms of approved departmental leave at the time of being made involuntarily redundant, if so, how
many; and (b) graduate employees who had joined The Treasury in 2014, if so, how many.
(3) What is the total combined cost of redundancy packages associated with these involuntary
redundancies.
274 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Can he provide a table detailing any meetings on the
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission held between 1 January and 20 August 2014 that he,
and/or his personal staff, attended with stakeholders, including both the name of the stakeholder
organisation and the date of the meeting.
275 MS BIRD: To ask the Minister for Industry—
(1) When did his department first provide advice to him on the establishment of the
Vocational Education and Training Advisory Board.
(2) From where did the request to establish the Board come, and when.
(3) What process was followed to attract and select candidates for appointment to the Board.
(4) Were stakeholders consulted about the proposed Board and its membership; if so, who, and when; if
not, why not.
(5) Were other office holders, Ministers or their offices consulted on the Board formation and
appointments.
(6) What will be the role and scope of work of the Board.
(7) What remuneration will members of the Board receive.
276 MR O'CONNOR: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment—In respect of his
planned lunch with Dr Angela Lanfranchi, Louise Kirk and representatives of the Latin American Alliance
for the Family, (a) where was it to be hosted, (b) what was the anticipated cost, and was the cost to be met
by his department, (c) who was invited, and which organisations did they represent, (d) what was the order
of arrangements, (e) what was the proposed menu, and (f) were any gifts to be provided to guests.
(1)

27 August 2014
277 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

Did his department consult with any organisations or individuals before cutting funding for the
Building Multicultural Communities Program; if so, (a) which organisations or individuals, (b) on
what date were they consulted, and (c) what form did the consultation take; if not, why not.
In respect of the letter referred to on 27 February 2014 by the Deputy Secretary of Families and
Communities, which stated that applicants had to return the funding agreement with receipts, (a) can
he provide a copy, (b) how many days did applicants have to provide this documentation, and (c) on
what date(s) was this letter sent to all applicants.

278 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—What is his department’s
average timeframe for processing funding.
MS ROWLAND: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 279 to 280)—What is the exact grant
processing process within the (a) Department of Social Services, and (b) Department of Immigration, and
how do they differ.

279 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
280 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services.
281 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Can he provide a copy of the Building
Multicultural Communities Program funding agreement between his department and an applicant for
(a) Stream 1, and (b) Stream 2.

282 MR BANDT: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—
(1)
(2)

Can he clarify and explain the regulations regarding the security screening of travellers with
pacemakers and other medical implants at Australian airports.
Is there a uniform Commonwealth regulatory regime across all airports; if so, what are the details,
and are they available to travellers.
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Unanswered questions
(3)

(4)
(5)

Is a traveller with a pacemaker or other medical implant required under Commonwealth regulations
to provide documentation affirming that it is safe for them to pass through a scanner; if so, what sort
of documentation is required.
Can he provide details on the rights of travellers with pacemakers and medical implants to opt in or
out of regular screening procedures.
Are alternatives to manual searches available to passengers deemed under any Commonwealth
regulations to be unable to pass through a scanner on the basis of their pacemaker or other medical
implant.

283 MS BRODTMANN: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—In respect of the National
ADF Family Health Program, (a) how many families were registered as at 30 June 2014, and how many
individuals were covered by these registrations, (b) what out of pocket health costs will be covered under
the program, and (c) is the program exempt from proposed co-payments that will apply to some Medicare
Benefits Schedule items.

284 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Communications—When will the (a) Australian Broadcasting
Corporation, and (b) Special Broadcasting Services (SBS) Board, vacancies be filled, including the role of
Chairperson of the SBS which has been vacant since 27 March 2014.

285 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the Farm Household Allowance,
(a) how many applications have been received, and of these, how many have been (i) successful, and
(ii) unsuccessful, (b) what (i) total sum of payments have been made, and (ii) average amount has been
paid, and (c) what has been the average processing time.

286 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the $420 million Farm Finance
Concessional Loans Scheme, (a) how many applications have been received, and of these, how many have
been (i) successful, and (ii) unsuccessful, (b) what (i) total sum of payments have been made, and
(ii) average amount has been paid, and (c) what has been the average processing time.

287 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of the $280 million Drought
Concessional Loans Scheme, (a) how many applications have been received, and of these, how many have
been (i) successful, and (ii) unsuccessful, (b) what (i) total sum of payments have been made, and
(ii) average amount has been paid, and (c) what has been the average processing time.

288 MS KING: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—By electorate, and for the
calendar year (a) 2012, and (b) 2013, what volume of services was subsidised under the
(i) Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, and as (ii) Concessional non Safety Net, (iii) Concessional Safety
Net, (iv) Total Concessional, (v) General non Safety Net, (vi) General Safety Net, and (vii) Total General.

28 August 2014
289 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

Did any individuals or organisations contact his department expressing dissatisfaction that the
Building Multicultural Communities Program had been cut; if so, (a) who are these organisations and
individuals, and (b) can he provide a copy of their correspondence.
In respect of the Deputy Secretary for Families and Communities stating in Senate Estimates on
5 June 2014 that a number of organisations contacted his department ‘to seek a review’ of the
reasons for their funding being withdrawn, (a) what are the names of all such organisations, and can
he provide a copy of their correspondence, (b) did his department reply to any organisations; if so,
(i) on what date, and (ii) can he provide a copy of the reply, and (c) did his department meet with any
of these organisations; if so, (i) which ones, and (ii) on what date(s).

290 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

Can he explain the full process, from beginning to end, of executing a funding agreement (a) in his
department, and (b) under the Building Multicultural Communities Program (BMCP), and how the
process for the BMCP differs to the process used for other programs in his department.
Upon receipt of applications for the BMCP, (a) what process did his department use to finalise the
funding agreements, (b) how many staff worked on the finalisation of the funding agreements,
(c) who was the decision maker on whether and when funding would be provided, (d) on average,
what length of time did this process take, (e) what was the (i) longest, and (ii) shortest, processing
time, (f) were there any delays; if so, why, and (g) did his department have sufficient resources to
conduct this processing.

Unanswered questions
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291 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence—In respect of Private Wendy
Langston being removed, at a very considerable public expense, from her Dubai posting in December 2013
following a health issue for which she subsequently received medical clearance, (a) why did this happen,
(b) is the Minister aware of the perception that it was retribution for Private Langston questioning, in her
capacity of being the relevant staff administrator, the probity and fiscal procedures of an incident involving
her senior officer, and (c) can the Minister provide assurance that this probity issue will be fully and
impartially investigated, and the soldier’s standing, reputation and postings restored.

292 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Treasurer—What amount of company tax was paid to the Commonwealth by
the listed entity that, at that time, owned Sydney Airport in each financial year from 2002-03 to 2012-13.

293 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—Were monetary
amounts paid by the Commonwealth to the Victorian Government in 2013-14 in respect of (a) East West
Link Stage 1, and (b) East West Link Stage 2; if so, (i) what sum, (ii) on what dates, (iii) what was the title
of agreement under which each payment was made, and (iv) what were the terms under which the
payments were made.

1 September 2014
294 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Did his department send him a brief in respect of the Mid-year Economic and Fiscal Outlook
(MYEFO) cut of funding for the Building Multicultural Communities Program (BMCP); if so, (a) on
what date was it sent to his office, and (b) was it signed by him, if so, on what date.
Did his department send a brief to his Parliamentary Secretary in respect of the MYEFO cut of
funding for the BMCP; if so, (a) on what date was it sent to her office, and (b) was it signed by her, if
so, on what date.
Did (a) he, (b) his Parliamentary Secretary, or (c) any member of his Department or the Department
of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, instruct his department, in any forum or by any means of
communication, to delay or refrain from executing any of the funding agreements.
Did his department refrain from executing any funding agreements whilst waiting for any Cabinet
decisions or decisions of the Economic Review Committee.

295 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Social Services—In respect of the cross government process for
reviewing grants, as referred to on 5 June 2014 in Senate Estimates, (a) what is the process, (b) when did
this process (i) start, and (ii) finish, (c) was the process led by the Department of the Prime Minister and
Cabinet; if not, who led it, and (d) did his department receive written direction to review all grants; if so,
can he provide a copy.

296 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What sum is allocated to each state and territory per financial year under the Tourism Demand Driver
Infrastructure (TDDI) program.
On what date will state and territory governments receive their 2014-15 allocation from the TDDI
program.
How many jobs will be directly created through the TDDI program.
Will public transport projects be eligible for funding under the TDDI program.

297 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Prime Minister—
(1)
(2)

What justification for taxpayer funds did Cadbury provide before the Government announced a
$16 million grant on 28 August 2013.
Will the Government make public the business case for the Cadbury project.

298 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—When will funding for the Survey of
Tourist Accommodation cease.

299 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—Will the Government implement the
National Commission of Audit’s recommendation that funding for Tourism Australia be halved.

300 MR ALBANESE: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—What sum is allocated for Australia
Week in China in: (a) 2014-15, (b) 2015-16, (c) 2016-17, and (d) 2017-18.
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MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 301 to 318)—In respect of speech and/or

media training since 7 September 2013, (a) what total sum has the Minister’s department spent, and
(b) what is the breakdown for such training for the (i) Minister, (ii) Minister’s staff, and where applicable,
each (iii) junior Minister (including Assistant Ministers), (iv) junior (and Assistant) Minister’s staff,
(v) Parliamentary Secretary, and (vi) Parliamentary Secretary’s staff, and (c) what services were provided,
and by whom.

301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318

MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Defence.
MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Finance.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Agriculture.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Education.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Industry.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Social Services.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Communications.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Health.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for the Environment.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.
MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs.

D. R. ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

