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QUESTIONS IN WRITING
On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered
questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper.

13 May 2014
MR DANBY: To ask the Ministers listed below (questions Nos. 137 to 154)—On (a) how many occasions,

and (b) what date(s), has the Minister met with Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd chief executive
Mr Nick Di Girolamo, and can the Minister provide the nature of each meeting.
140 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Attorney-General.

154 MR DANBY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs.

30 September 2014
483 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—How many staff have been made redundant (both voluntarily and
involuntarily) from the Australian Public Service since 7 September 2013, and what is the breakdown of
these redundancies by department/agency.

1 October 2014
488 DR LEIGH: To ask the Prime Minister—How many public servants were employed per capita in the
Australian Public Service in (a) 2006-07, (b) 2007-08, (c) 2008-09, (d) 2009-10, (e) 2010-11, (f) 2011-12,
(g) 2012-13, and (h) 2013-14.

21 October 2014
MR CONROY: To ask the Ministers listed below (question Nos. 502 to 519)—Since 7 September 2013 to

30 June 2014, what training has been provided for (a) Executive, and (b) Senior Executive Service, level
departmental officials, and what (i) total sum has the Minister’s department spent, and (ii) is the
breakdown in cost, for such training.
502 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister.

14 November 2014
573 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Treasurer—Have any of the 61 recommendations in the Senate Economics
References Committee’s final report ‘The Performance of the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission’ (26 June 2014) been adopted by the Government; if so, which ones, and why; if not,
why not.
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Unanswered questions

4 December 2014
680 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Assistant Minister for Education and Training—
(1)

(2)
(3)

Will the Government immediately review the changes to the Community Support Programme,
announced in the 2014-15 budget, which will cut funding to valuable fundamental family day care
services.
Will the Minister acknowledge that family day care services significantly rely on this funding to
provide affordable fees and services to families living in rural and regional Australia.
Will the Minister acknowledge that if the proposed eligibility criterion is enforced there will be
increased fees, with facilities facing closure and in turn, parents not having the capacity to remain in
the workforce and meet the repayments on their home.

9 February 2015
688 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, was a (a) discussion paper,
(b) options paper, or (c) list of proposals, provided to stakeholders participating in this consultation
process; if so, will he provide a copy.

689 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, did his office or his department
receive any written submissions from stakeholders participating in consultation on this matter; if so, will
he provide a copy.
690 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the ‘targeted anti-avoidance measure’ jointly announced
by the Treasurer and the then Assistant Treasurer on 6 November 2013, since then, has he consulted with
stakeholders regarding this matter; if so (a) which stakeholders, (b) on what date(s), (c) in what form were
the consultations (ie, in person, in writing, by phone, etc), and if in person, where, and (d) did staff from
his office or staff from his department (i) take file notes during these consultations, and (ii) produce file
notes or summary commentary subsequent to these consultations; if so, will he provide copies.

705 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Special Minister of State—For each Ministerial office
since 7 September 2013, excluding payments associated with the change of Government, (a) what is the
total cost of separation payments to Ministerial staff, and (b) how many Ministerial staff have (i) resigned,
and (ii) been made redundant.

706 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Special Minister of State—
(1)

(2)
(3)

As a result of changes to the Ministry announced on 21 December 2014, how many Ministerial staff
had their employment terminated, and of those, (a) what is the (i) date of termination for each
employee, and (ii) total cost of separation payments (as a lump sum), and (b) how many were
subsequently re-employed.
Of those subsequently re-employed, what was the commencement date of re-employment for each
employee.
If the date of termination for any staff member falls outside of the normal notice period for Members
of Parliament (Staff) employees, what is the (i) reason for this extension, and (ii) total cost for all
such extensions.

11 February 2015
718 MR BOWEN: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the Prime Minister’s Business Advisory Council,
established on 4 December 2013, (a) on what dates has it met, (b) in which cities has it met, (c) which
members were in attendance at each meeting, (d) at which of these meetings, if any, (i) was he in
attendance (in person), and (ii) were other Ministers in attendance, (e) what sum has been spent on
establishing and running the Council, and (f) how many formal reports has it produced.

719 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of his announcement at Adelaide-based
shipbuilders ASC in Adelaide on 10 February 2015, did he, any Federal Members or Senators, or any other
person travel from Canberra to Adelaide by Special Purpose Aircraft; if so, (a) who, and (b) what was the
total cost of the travel for him and any other persons who accompanied him on the return trip.

Unanswered questions
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12 February 2015
720 MS ROWLAND: To ask the Minister for Defence—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Which Members and Senators accompanied him to South Australia for the announcement regarding
submarines on 10 February 2015.
Were any Members and Senators (including himself) accompanied by staff members; if so, how
many.
What was the total cost of travel between Canberra and South Australia for all Members and
Senators (including himself) and staff.
Did any of these Members and Senators (including himself) or staff travel business class; if so, how
many.
What was the cost of Comcars for all travel to and from South Australia for this event, including
Comcars taken to and from the (a) airport, and (b) announcement.
Did any of these Members and Senators (including himself) or staff claim travel allowance during
their travel for this announcement; if so, (a) who, and (b) what total sum.
Were any Cabcharge cards used by any Members or Senators (including himself) or staff throughout
the duration of travel for this announcement; if so, (a) for what trips, and (b) at what total sum.
Were any other minor travel expenses claimed by any Members or Senators (including himself) or
staff throughout the duration of travel for this announcement; if so, (a) for what expenses, and (b) at
what total sum.

26 February 2015
732 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—What number of university applicants were
from the electoral division of Brand in the calendar years (a) 2013 (b) 2014 (c) 2015.

734 MR GRAY: To ask the Minister for Small Business—
(1)
(2)

Between 1 July 2012 and 31 December 2013, how many people in the electoral division of Brand
claimed the instant asset write-off of up to $6,500 for small businesses.
In that period, what was the dollar benefit to those small businesses.

742 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Indigenous Affairs—In respect of the
Government’s $534.4 million cut to the Indigenous Affairs portfolio as outlined in the 2014-15 budget,
(a) what (i) are the names, and (ii) is the total number, of local organisations within the electoral division
of Richmond that are adversely affected, and (b) how will these services now be provided.

12 May 2015
759 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

What is the latest advice and information he has received from (a) his department, (b) the
Department of Health, (c) the Department of Agriculture, and/or (d) any other relevant state and
territory authorities on whether there is a link between Australians being infected with Hepatitis A
and the consumption of Patties frozen berries.
What safety checks are undertaken generally on imported produce, including berries, packaged in
Australia.
What proportion of imported produce is checked at the Australian border for disease and
contamination.
What checks were undertaken on the imported Nanna’s frozen berry products that were suspected of
infecting Australians with Hepatitis A before they were packaged in Victoria, and were these
products grown in China and Chile.
What is the difference, if any, between the standards that (a) the Australian agriculture sector has to
meet in supplying produce to the domestic Australian market, and (b) have to be met by foreign
producers importing produce into Australia.
Were the reasons for the Hepatitis A outbreak from Nanna’s frozen berries (a) poor hygiene amongst
Chinese workers, and (b) potentially contaminated water supplies; if not, what were the reasons.
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Unanswered questions
760 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—
(1)
(2)

Are there any barriers in Australia’s various trade agreements to lifting Australia’s monitoring efforts
to ensure that contaminated food is not imported to Australia for consumption.
Are there any Free Trade Agreements or World Trade Organisation rules that Australia is currently
party to or in the process of becoming party to, which may prevent the Government from
strengthening Australia’s domestic food labelling laws; if so, what are they.

761 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—
(1)

Will signing the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) create legal issues for the Government if it
subsequently proceeds with strengthening food labelling and monitoring standards.
(2) Can foreign corporations sue the Government under a potential investor-state-dispute settlement
provision that may be contained in the TPP in respect of possible changes in food labelling and food
standards laws.
762 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—
(1) What measures and actions are he considering and investigating in respect of strengthening
Australia’s food labelling and food monitoring measures following the outbreak of Hepatitis A
linked with the importation of frozen berries.
(2) Will he review Australia’s food labelling standards in the context of providing consumers with easily
visible and informative information on which products are (a) imported from overseas, and
(b) wholly grown and produced in Australia.
(3) Does he accept that Australia has some of the highest food safety and environmental standards in the
world, and that the Government should be encouraging local farmers and food manufacturing
processors to work together to supply the domestic market.
(4) Why does Australia import food, at the expense of local industry and jobs, from nations which have
lower environmental and food health standards than Australia.

765 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of the $128,594.00 tender to the
Fairmont Resort for an event (CN2956102), (a) what is the event, (b) how many people will attend,
(c) what is the full itinerary, including social events and meals, and (d) what is the total cost of all
associated activities.

766 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) what instigated
initial consideration of terminating Dr Grimes, (b) for how long was the prospect of terminating
Mr Grimes under consideration, (c) when and how was the decision to terminate Dr Grimes finalised,
(d) who made the final decision to terminate Dr Grimes, and (e) what statutory provisions govern this
decision-making process.

767 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) on what date did
the Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) provide the Prime Minister
with the report(s) on the proposed termination, and (b) how many reports were provided to the
Prime Minister by the Secretary of the Department of the PM&C.

768 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) on what date did
drafting commence on the Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet’s (PM&C’s)
report(s) to the Prime Minister about the proposed termination, (b) on what date did the Prime Minister
seek a report from the Secretary of the Department of the PM&C about the proposed termination, and
(c) in what form was the Prime Minister’s request made to the Secretary of the Department of the PM&C
for this report.
769 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) what was the
involvement of the Australian Public Service Commissioner (APSC) in this matter, (b) on what date(s) did
the Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) consult with the APSC ahead
of the preparation of the Secretary of the Department of the PM&C’s reports about the proposed
termination, (c) in what form did consultation(s) by the Secretary of the Department of the PM&C with the
APSC occur, and (d) who was involved in the Secretary of the Department of the PM&C’s consultation(s)
with the APSC.

Unanswered questions
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770 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) on what date did
the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet commence drafting the Prime Minister’s
recommendations for His Excellency the Governor-General on the proposed termination, (b) on what date
was (i) a draft version, and (ii) a final version, of these recommendations provided to the Prime Minister or
his office, and (c) on what date were these recommendations transmitted to Government House.

771 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) did the
Prime Minister undertake any consultation(s) prior to the termination, either before or after the formal
instigation of the process, and (b) was any formal or informal advice sought by the Prime Minister as to
(i) the process to be undertaken, (ii) relevant considerations to be taken into account, (iii) appropriate
consultation processes, (iv) legal matters, or (v) any other matters related to this case; if so, who sought the
advice, when, from whom was it sought, when was the advice provided and in what form was it provided.

772 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) when, and how,
was Dr Grimes informed of his termination, (b) who informed Dr Grimes of his termination, and (c) was
Dr Grimes afforded (i) procedural fairness or natural justice, and (ii) an opportunity to respond to the
matter of his termination; if so, in what form did he respond.

773 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—Prior to, or after the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, did Dr Grimes
speak with, or otherwise contact, the Public Service Commissioner about this matter.
774 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the termination in March 2015 of
Dr Paul Grimes PSM from his position as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, (a) what is the
unexpired portion of Dr Grimes’ employment contract for that position, and (b) was the aggregate cost of
entitlements paid out to him under Part 5 of the relevant Determination made by the Remuneration
Tribunal.
775 MR FITZGIBBON: To ask the Prime Minister—
(1) Were there any concerns about the operations or outcomes of the Department of Agriculture between
September 2013 and March 2015 (the tenure of the former Secretary of
the Department of Agriculture, Dr Paul Grimes PSM); if so, on what basis.
(2) Has the Department of Agriculture undertaken any Australian Public Service Commission-led
Agency Capability Assessments since September 2013; if so, what was the result of each review.
(3) What were the Department of Agriculture’s results in the Comcover Risk Management
Benchmarking Survey in the calendar years (a) 2010, (b) 2011, (c) 2012, (d) 2013, and (e) 2014.

776 MR THOMSON: To ask the Treasurer—Has he or any Government agency investigated the property
scheme established by the Australian Investments and Migration Service in Singapore to help foreign
buyers get around the provisions of the Foreign Investments and Takeovers Act 1975 which prevent
non-Australian residents acquiring existing Australian real estate; if so, what was the result of the
investigation; if not, will he or the appropriate Government agency undertake an investigation.

778 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the $110,000.00 tender to Order-In Pty Ltd for
banquet and catering services (CN2994952), what were the banqueting and catering services for, and if for
a particular function(s), (a) what function(s), (b) who from the Australian Public Service Commission
attended, and (c) what was the full menu(s).

779 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of the
$16,470.72 tender to Abacus Industries for The Right Mix Drink Glass (P01191) At Ease Drink Bottles
(P01683) (CN29995562), (a) who were the drink bottles provided to, (b) why were the drink bottles
provided, (c) who recommended that his department purchase the drink bottles, and (d) how many drink
bottles were procured.

780 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of the
$13,772.00 tender to Arteil (WA) for the purchase of ergonomically sound chairs for the West Australian
Symphony Orchestra (CN2995572), (a) who (i) recommended, and (ii) approved, the purchase of the
chairs, and (b) how many chairs were purchased.

781 MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the $37,356.00 tender to Curated Content Pty Ltd
(CN3008902), (a) what specific services will the Productivity Commission receive, and (b) which report or
policy area does this relate to.
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782 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—In respect of the $45,000
tender to Rafferty’s Resort for an event (CN3008582), (a) what is the event, (b) how many people will
attend, (c) what is the full itinerary, including social events and meals, and (d) what is the total cost of all
associated activities.

783 MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the $25,000 tender to InterContinental Melbourne
(CN3008372) (a) what is the event, (b) how many people will attend, (c) what is the full itinerary,
including social events and meals, and (d) what is the total cost of all associated activities.
784 MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the Future Desktop Initiative, (a) what is the total cost,
(b) how many workstations will be upgraded, and (c) how many employees will have access to the new
platform.

785 MR CONROY: To ask the Treasurer—In respect of the tender to Paddywack Promotional Products
(CN3008232), what specific products will be supplied, and for what purpose.

786 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Justice—In respect of the $70,000 tender to the Shangri-La’s
Fijian Resort & Spa for an event (CN3007702), (a) what is the event, (b) how many people will attend,
(c) what is the full itinerary, including social events and meals, and (d) what is the total cost of all
associated activities.

787 MR CONROY: To ask the Minister for Justice—In respect of the tender to The Corporate Key Pty Ltd
(CN3007592), what specific products will be supplied, and for what purpose.

788 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the visit of the King and Queen of Norway in
February 2015, (a) what was the full itinerary for the event, and (b) what was the total cost of all activities
associated with this event, including accommodation and catering.

789 MR CONROY: To ask the Prime Minister—In respect of the $25,534.41 tender to the National Gallery of
Australia (CN3005572), (a) what is the event, (b) how many people will attend, (c) what is the full
itinerary, including social events and meals, and (d) what is the total cost of all associated activities.

790 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—What foreign aid family planning programs
have been funded by the Government since being elected in 2013.

791 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Has she been given any advice or information
concerning the monitoring and outcomes of Australian Government family planning programs abroad; if
so, can she provide it.

792 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Do the Government’s private and/or
public foreign aid reports and updates contain specific information or reporting on family planning
projects; if not, why not.

795 MR WILKIE: To ask the Prime Minister—What meetings or phone conversations has the Prime Minister
or any other Minister or their staff had concerning the financing of the Carmichael Mine Project in the
Galilee Basin with representatives of the (a) Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited,
(b) National Australia Bank Limited, (c) Commonwealth Bank of Australia, and (d) Westpac Banking
Group.

13 May 2015
796 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Will she consider adopting the approach by the
former Government of doubling aid funding for family planning services in developing countries to
$50 million a year by 2016, as part of efforts to support a global campaign to prevent unwanted
pregnancies and save 200,000 lives; if not, what level of funding is allocated to family planning in the
2015-16 foreign aid budget.

797 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1)
(2)
(3)

What foreign aid plans and programs were considered by the Government in the lead up to the
2015 budget.
What sum is the Government seeking to invest in foreign aid in 2015-16.
What level of funding is being allocated to family planning programs abroad.

Unanswered questions
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25 May 2015
798 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

What was the process by which Mr Shannon Farmer was selected as an independent consumer
advocate by the National Blood Authority on the Expert Working Group and Clinical/Consumer
Reference Group for Modules 1 and 2 of the Patient Blood Management Guidelines.
How and when was Mr Farmer appointed as a Patient Blood Management advocate and researcher
by the National Blood Authority on the Expert Working Group and Clinical/Consumer Reference
Group for Modules 3 and 4 of the Patient Blood Management Guidelines.
At the time that Mr Farmer was appointed as an independent consumer advocate, did he declare that
(a) he was engaged as a consultant to a business promoting Patient Blood Management programs,
and, as required by the National Health and Medical Research Council, (b) he had a religious
affiliation that may have constituted a conflict of interest.
If Mr Farmer had not declared his commercial and religious interests in his role as consumer
representative, why was he considered a fit person for subsequent appointment.
Given Mr Farmer has, following media revelations, now declared 27 potential conflicts of interest,
many of a commercial nature, does she accept that his appointment as a ‘consumer advocate’ calls
into question the National Blood Authority’s objectivity on the Patient Blood Management
Guidelines.

799 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

When was he or his department first approached to fund a research centre in conjunction with the
Copenhagen Consensus Center (CCC), and to whom was this approach made.
Did he at any time meet with Dr Bjorn Lomborg or any representative of the CCC to discuss funding
opportunities; if so, on what dates were those meetings.
What process was used to assess the request for funding assistance.
Was an in-principle decision made to fund the project before an approach was made by his
department to the University of Western Australia (UWA) to co-fund this project.
Did he at any time approach the UWA in relation to establishing a collaboration with Dr Lomborg
and the CCC, and will he release the document wherein any approach was made to the UWA; if not,
why not.
What other universities were approached to consider sponsoring the research centre.
Was he, his office or his department contacted by the Prime Minister’s office in connection with the
establishment of the research centre; if so, on what date(s) did that contact occur.
Did his department instruct the UWA not to reference the contribution of federal funding when
announcing it was establishing a research centre on 2 April 2015.
From which line item within his department’s budget was the allocation made.

26 May 2015
800 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—In respect of the incarceration and execution of
Mr Andrew Chan and Mr Myuran Sukumaran in Indonesia between 17 April 2005 and 11 May 2015, what
sum did the Australian Government (a) provide for their legal representation, court and appeal costs, if
any, (b) provide to their families for travel expenses, accommodation, repatriation and any other associated
expenses, if any, and (c) spend on providing embassy support to the two men and their families.

801 MS MCGOWAN: To ask the Minister for Health—In respect of ensuring access to podiatric surgeons for
rural and regional Australians, when will patients and podiatric surgeons have access to Medicare Benefits
Schedule item numbers for surgical treatment of the foot and ankle.

802 MS RYAN: To ask the Minister for Communications—In respect of National Broadband Network (NBN)
coverage in the electoral division of Lalor, (a) what is the timetable for full coverage, and (b) why are large
areas that were previously indicated in the rollout maps as being in the planning stages, no longer included,
and (i) what provision of service will be made for these omitted areas, and (ii) in the interim, will the
newly built estates currently relying on expensive wireless access with no copper or fibre be given some
form of fixed internet access.
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27 May 2015
803 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of evidence from the Department of
Agriculture to the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee on
Monday 25 May 2015, where the Department confirmed that bottles of serum were seized from
Serana (WA) Pty Ltd in December 2014, and that testing was completed on some of these bottles soon
after they were seized, (a) what tests were completed on the contents of those bottles, and (b) when did the
tests on those bottles (i) commence, and (ii) conclude.

804 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—In respect of (a) evidence from the Department
of Agriculture to the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee on
Monday 25 May 2015, where the Department advised that its investigation into Serana (WA) Pty Ltd is
ongoing and that the cost of the investigation was $239,285 as at 30 April 2015, and (b) his answer to
question in writing No. 498, in which he said the total cost of its investigation into Serana (WA) Pty Ltd
was $237,435.83 as at 27 November 2014 (House Hansard, 9 February 2015, page 249), can he provide a
cost breakdown of activities that his department has undertaken in the past six months in the course of this
investigation.

4 June 2015
805 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the
Perth Freight Link project, (a) when did Infrastructure Australia first receive the business case for the
project, (b) when will the assessment of the business case be made public, (c) how will
Infrastructure Australia account for the potential inclusion of an underground tunnel option to
Stirling Highway, (d) what sum was spent by his department on this project in (i) 2013-14; and
(ii) 2014-15, and (e) has his department received advice from the Western Australian Government on the
need for an outer harbour development; if so, (i) on what date, and (ii) what advice was received.

806 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)

(2)

What is the general practitioner to population ratio for each of these suburbs: (a) Ashfield,
(b) Bassendean, (c) Bayswater, (d) Bedford, (e) Beechboro, (f) Dianella, (g) East Perth,
(h) Eden Hill, (i) Embleton, (j) Highgate, (k) Inglewood, (l) Kiara, (m) Lockridge, (n) Maylands,
(o) Morley, (p) Mt Lawley, (q) Noranda, (r) Northbridge, (s) North Perth, (t) Perth City, and
(u) West Perth.
What is the general practitioner to population ratio for each local government area in the
Perth metropolitan region.

807 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Health—In the calendar years (a) 2010, (b) 2011, (c) 2012,
(d) 2013, (e) 2014, and (f) 2015, (i) how many medical students were enrolled in Western Australian
universities, (ii) what was the ratio of enrolled medical students to population in Western Australia, and
(iii) what was the national ratio of enrolled medical students to population.

17 June 2015
808 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Since September 2013, how many jobs have been cut
from his department.

809 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—Since September 2013, how many jobs have been cut
from his department that were engaged in biosecurity.

810 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Agriculture—How many people employed by his department have
biosecurity as their prime responsibility.

811 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Human Services—Since September 2013,
how many jobs have been cut from (a) Centrelink, and (b) Medicare offices, in South Australia.

18 June 2015
812 MR CLARE: To ask the Minister for Communications—What are the details of all (a) hospitality
(including but not limited to food, drink, events, activities, entertainment and travel) provided in or outside
of normal work hours to, and (b) gifts received and enjoyed by, Mr Nihal Gupta since assuming the
position of SBS Chairman on 17 October 2014, and specifically, what was the (i) monetary value of each
hospitality provided and gift received, (ii) time and date of each hospitality provided and gift received, and
(iii) name and title of any public office holder(s) accompanying Mr Gupta at hospitality events.
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9

813 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—Further to her answer to question in writing
No. 757 (House Hansard, 15 June 2015, page 195), what steps are taken by Australian officials to ensure
that birth mothers of overseas born children granted Australian citizenship by paternal descent have given
written consent to have their child taken into Australia, in particular, is the birth mother (a) interviewed by
Australian officials, and (b) provided with information on the documents they are signing.

23 June 2015
814 MR THISTLETHWAITE: To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs—
(1)

(2)

(3)

What total sum is allocated to Official Development Assistance (ODA) in the 2015-16 budget for
programs targeting (a) avoidable blindness, (b) eye health, and (c) disability support for people with
unavoidable blindness and vision impairment.
In respect of Vision 2020 Australia Global Consortium’s 2015 proposal to the Government to deliver
eye health and vision care programs, (a) why did the Government reject the proposal, and (b) what
alternative sources of funding exist for programs targeting vision impairment.
What is the breakdown, by country and program, of ODA funding for 2015-16.

815 MR THISTLETHWAITE: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

What is the cost to the Government for the engagement of (a) Coffey Projects (Australia) Pty Limited
to prepare the initial business case for the divestment of Malabar Headland, dated 17 September
2014, and (b) Nation Partners to advise on the strategic potential of Malabar Headland.
Which Minister made the decision to engage (a) Coffey Projects (Australia) Pty Limited, and
(b) Nation Partners, and when was that decision made.
How is the area behind the targets on the Anzac Rifle Range, known as Lot 202, going to be
designated as a national park, and (a) how, and (b) when, will members of the public be able to
access this national park.
How will the Government ensure that Lot 202 is suitable for designation as a National Park given,
due to the proximity of the active firing range, it has previously been ruled unsuitable for public use
by the Supreme Court.

816 MR THISTLETHWAITE: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)

Can he provide an update on the status of the $5 million upgrade to (a) the central portion of Malabar
Headland known as Lot 301, so that the equestrian club can return to the Headland, and (b) other
facilities on the land to improve safety and amenity.
(2) Exactly what will the funding be spent on.
(3) Did his Department seek advice from the Department of Finance in relation to the decision to
allocate $5 million to this project.
(4) Was the Finance Minister aware of the nature of the announcement relating to the funding of
$5 million, and the $5 million expenditure itself, before the announcement was made; if so,
approximately when did the Finance Minister become aware of the decision having been made.
(5) Will the Government issue a competitive tender for the right to operate a riding school on
Malabar Headland.
(6) Is it the intention of the Government to fully remediate Lot 301 of Malabar Headland; if so, (a) when
will this remediation begin, and (b) what proportion of funding has been allocated to this.
817 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—
(1) Will the next stage consultation paper in the Tax White Paper (TWP) process have sections that deal
with (a) the Goods and Services Tax (GST), (b) superannuation tax concessions, or (c) housing tax
concessions.
(2) What sum has The Treasury spent on advertising or public relations costs as part of the TWP,
including contract details such as costs, dates, scope of contract, forms of media advertising, etc.
(3) Prior to the deal done with the Australian Greens on Tuesday 16 June 2015, had the Government
granted extensions in the submission deadline to companies or peak bodies; if so, (i) how many
extensions were granted, and (ii) for what length of time.
(4) Is the Secretariat for the TWP located in The Treasury or the Treasurer’s office.
(5) How many additional Members of Parliament staff has the Treasurer received for the TWP process,
and at what classification are they employed.
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Unanswered questions
(6)
(7)

Is there a Chief of Staff with responsibilities for the TWP process; if so, what classification is he or
she.
Of the submissions the Government received in the first phase consultation, what proportion
recommended some form of change to (a) super tax concessions, (b) GST, and (c) housing tax
concessions (including Capital Gains Tax).

818 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—
(1)

Has The Treasury been consulting with the retirement incomes sector on potential changes to
superannuation pension drawdown rules or rates; if so, (a) when, and (b) with which organisations.
(2) What tax concessions currently exist for those earning less than $37,000.
(3) Why is access being limited to the part pension for middle income earners.
(4) When will the issue of superannuation tax concessions flowing disproportionately to high income
earners be addressed.
(5) Is it a fact that the combination of the Government freezing the Superannuation Guarantee at
9.5 per cent and increasing superannuation tax for low income earners by abolishing the Low Income
Superannuation Contribution scheme will cost Australians $983 billion in retirement savings over the
next 40 years.
(6) What modelling has The Treasury done on the impact of the abolition of the Low Income
Superannuation Contribution and/or the freezing of the Superannuation Guarantee on retirement
incomes, and will the Government make this public.
819 DR LEIGH: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—
(1) In respect of the budget proposal to extend the Goods and Services Tax (GST) to imported digital
products and services, can the Government explain why the purchase of a DVD box set of a
television program through Amazon GST is exempt under the Low Value Threshold, when the same
purchase in digital format from a service like Netflix is not.
(2) Will sharing economy companies like Uber and Airbnb be included in the net of digital service
providers now expected to collect and remit GST.
(3) In respect of the 2015-16 Budget Papers stating that the introduction of this measure would result in
a revenue gain of $350 million over four years, what assumptions did The Treasury use in the
costings process to arrive at this revenue figure.
(4) What data or modelling is this revenue estimate based on concerning the volume of goods and
services currently being imported GST free.
(5) How many companies providing digital products and services are estimated to become liable to
collect GST as a result of this change.
(6) Did The Treasury or the Government consult with significant international providers of digital
products and services before introducing this measure; if so, which ones.
(7) How will the Government collect GST from the offshore companies which are captured by this
measure.
(8) What enforcement mechanisms will exist for offshore companies which fail to meet their
GST obligations under this new measure.
(9) What is the estimated compliance cost for the Australian Taxation Office in enforcing this measure.
(10) Why was 1 July 2017 chosen as the start date.
820 DR LEIGH: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—In respect of the planned transfer of the oversight functions
of the Private Health Insurance Administration Council (PHIAC) to the Australian Prudential Regulatory
Authority (APRA), (a) how many staff members does PHIAC currently employ to manage the functions
being transferred to the APRA, (b) how many staff members will be employed to manage these functions
within APRA after the transferral of responsibilities, (c) what sum of money has been allocated to APRA
to administer these new functions, (d) what consultation has been undertaken with industry about the
transferral, specifically, how many meetings have been held, and where, (e) what concerns have been
raised by industry, and how has the Government responded to these, (e) is he confident that APRA will be
able to provide robust regulatory oversight of the private health insurance industry, and (f) can he explain
the regulatory arrangements that will facilitate this transfer of responsibilities.

Unanswered questions
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821 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Small Business—
(1)

Could he provide an update on the development of a framework for equity crowdfunding in
Australia, specifically, how far advanced the development of a disclosure template to be provided to
Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) is, and when it is likely to be published.
(2) Have consultations begun between ASIC and stakeholders; if so, which stakeholders have been
participating.
(3) Will the Government implement a more formal public consultation process; if so, when will this be
launched.
822 DR LEIGH: To ask the Treasurer—In return for securing the support of the Australian Greens to cut
$2.4 billion from pensions, did the Government commit to undertake a comprehensive review of all
components of the retirement income system including tax and superannuation.

823 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Small Business—
(1)
(2)

How many cases is the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) currently
pursuing for anti-competitive behaviour or for misuse of market power which involve supermarkets.
How many cases has the ACCC pursued in the last 18 months for anti-competitive behaviour or for a
misuse of market power involving supermarkets, and how many were successfully prosecuted.

824 DR LEIGH: To ask the Minister for Small Business—
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

How did the Government set the amount of the new instant asset write-off measure at $20,000.
Was this decision based on any modelling or data; if so, what was the source of this modelling or
data.
Did the Government do any modelling on take-up rates for the $6,500 instant asset write-off measure
under the previous Government, and was this data used to inform the new rate of $20,000.
Did the Government do any modelling on expected small business take-up rates of the $20,000
instant asset write-off measure; if so, can he provide this modelling.

825 DR LEIGH: To ask the Assistant Treasurer—Could he provide a table detailing companies (formally or
informally) consulted with, and the date(s) of consultation, regarding the Tax and Superannuation Laws
Amendment (Better Targeting the Income Tax Transparency Laws) Bill 2015.

24 June 2015
826 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Health—
(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

In respect of the changes made to the rural and remote area health classifications under the
Modified Monash Model (MMM), why is the New South Wales town of Murwillumbah now
classified as MMM 2, thereby attracting no incentive payments for medical practitioners, when under
the previous Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) system it was classified as
ASGC-RA 2 (Inner Regional), thereby attracting incentives.
Will she guarantee that this change will not lead to a shortage of medical practitioners in this region.
Given the caseload and workload for General Practitioners in Murwillumbah is vastly different from
that of many other rural and regional areas, what incentives are available to General Practitioners, to
attract them to the area.
Will she consider exempting or reclassifying Murwillumbah under the new classification system to
provide incentives to General Practitioners.

827 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Education and Training—Given the Department of Education
has said it did not originate the proposal to fund the Bjorn Lomborg Consensus Centre to pursue its
methodology in Australia, (a) from which office did the proposal for funding originate, and (b) what
process was followed to assess the proposal.

25 June 2015
828 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Employment—In respect of the danger
of using imported (from China) flammable substandard aluminium cladding on high rise buildings, as
demonstrated by the (a) 2012 Symposium on Fire Science and Technology where it was revealed that
59 people in China had died as a result of fire fuelled by such cladding, and (b) substandard aluminium
cladding-fuelled fire in Melbourne’s Lacrosse Tower in November 2014, what action, if any, has the
Government taken, or will it take, to reduce the risk of such existing cladding on Australian high rise
buildings.
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Unanswered questions

829 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister for the Environment—
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

What is the most recent available estimate of the number of remaining wild Swift Parrots in
Australia.
Has the number of Swift Parrots increased, decreased, or remained the same since the introduction of
the 2011 National Recovery Plan for the Swift Parrot.
Did the Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment seek specialist
expert advice regarding five proposed logging coupes within an identified ‘Swift Parrot Important
Breeding Area’ in Tasmania’s southern forests; if so, did that advice warn that logging in the coupes
would result in the loss of critical breeding habitat and interfere with the recovery of the species.
Why did the Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment approve
logging in three of the five coupes for which the advice above was provided.
Has he taken into consideration, research by Australian National University scientists which
indicates that on the Tasmanian mainland, most Swift Parrot nests are currently failing to
successfully produce young birds due to predation of the young by the Sugar Glider, which has been
introduced to Tasmania.
Has he taken into consideration that Forestry Tasmania has served a notice of intent to clear fell the
property it calls Coupe SB016B, located next to the Inala Private Reserve, in October 2015.
Will he take action to ensure that logging does not take place on Bruny Island, Tasmania.

830 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—What sum of
Australian Government infrastructure funding was spent on Western Australian roads in (a) 2012-13, and
(b) 2013-14.

831 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—What sum will be
invested in Western Australian roads in (a) 2014-15, (b) 2015-16, and (c) over the forward estimates.
832 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development—In respect of the
Western Australian Government’s Pilbara Energy Infrastructure Project, (a) has his department or
Infrastructure Australia received advice from the Western Australian Government on this project; if so,
what advice was received, and (b) has the Western Australian Government at any stage sought funding for
this project.

833 MS MACTIERNAN: To ask the Minister for Trade and Investment—
(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

Can he quantify the amounts received from the following levies in (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12,
(c) 2012-13, (d) 2013-14, and (e) 2014-15: (i) Passenger Movement Charges, (ii) visa applications,
and (iii) biosecurity fees.
Can he quantify what (a) sum, and (b) proportion (as a percentage), of each of these charges is
expended at airports.
What sum of Tourism Australia’s marketing expenditure in (a) 2010-11, (b) 2011-12, (c) 2012-13,
(d) 2013-14, and (e) 2014-15, was used for promoting Western Australia as an international
destination; and what proportion (as a percentage) was this of the total marketing expenditure.
How many airline partnerships does Tourism Australia currently invest in and how many of these
partnerships (a) are solely for services to Perth International Airport, and (b) relate to partnerships
outside Western Australia.

D. R. ELDER
Clerk of the House of Representatives

