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19 April 2016
1 MRS ELLIOT: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of the Government’s decision to
close the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) Tweed Heads office, making veterans use Centrelink to
access veterans’ services, (a) why was the DVA Tweed Heads office closed, (b) how many veterans used
this service, (c) how many other DVA offices around the country does the Government plan to close,
(d) given the DVA Tweed Heads office had four staff, how many dedicated staff will be allocated at the
Tweed Heads Centrelink office, and (e) will veterans have a direct telephone line to the Centrelink staff
member who is assisting with their needs.

2 MR THOMSON: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Tourism and International Education—
In respect of the decision to grant $650,000 to the Montarosa Princetown Project under the Tourism
Demand Driver Infrastructure Program, (a) does this project have a state or local planning permit, (b) are
planning permits normally required before Government funding is allocated to a project, (c) why is this
site being opened up for large tourism development when it (i) was not one of the 10 sites listed in the
Planning Scheme Amendment C30, and (ii) is not listed on the Shipwreck Coast Tourism Plan, and
(d) before this decision was made, what consideration was given to (i) this being a very sensitive
environmental site on the Gellibrand River estuary and that most of the site is a flood plain, or
(ii) availability and suitability of other nearby sites.

3 MR PALMER: To ask the Prime Minister—What is the total amount of land, excluding land owned by the
Crown or the Commonwealth, that is owned by Chinese (a) state owned enterprises, and (b) private
companies, in respect of (i) Australian freehold land, (ii) Australian leasehold land, and (iii) any other
category of land.

4 MR ZAPPIA: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—In respect of points-tested
skilled visas, is data collected on employment outcomes for applicants whose visas are granted; if so, what
proportion are (a) employed in their nominated occupation, (b) employed in another occupation, or
(c) unemployed or not seeking employment.

2

Unanswered questions
5 MR KATTER: To ask the Prime Minister—
(1)

(2)

Is he aware of the perception that Australian Government administration and services are
inaccessible, for example, that one can only communicate with answering machines, with Centrelink
in particular being hard to access.
In respect of reports from constituents in the electoral division of Kennedy of (a) having to wait on
hold for Centrelink for up to three hours, (b) being charged a 40 cent mobile phone connection fee
and $1 per minute thereafter, (c) not being able to call the ‘13’ number from a mobile phone for the
cost of a local call, and (d) having to wait on hold for ‘My Health’ for 30 minutes, what steps are
being taken to ensure that the Australian Government communicates effectively and provides the
services expected of it by the people of Australia.

6 MS PARKE: To ask the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection—
(1)
(2)

Is it a fact that there are refugees, who are in the process of applying for Australian citizenship, who
are experiencing delays of up to one year after sitting, or passing, the citizenship test.
Is it a fact that there are refugees, primarily among those who arrived by boat, who have had their
application approved, yet have had their invitation to attend a citizenship ceremony revoked at the
last minute; if so, (a) why, and (b) is there a specific policy or intention to delay the grant of
citizenship to such people.
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