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1

3

MEETING OF SENATE

The Senate met at 9.30 am. The President (Senator the Honourable Paul Calvert) took
the chair and read prayers.

PETITION
The following petition, lodged with the Clerk by Senator Barnett, was received:

From 54 petitioners, requesting that the Senate support the construction of a
community based not-for-profit child and family centre within the Beaconsfield
Primary School grounds, Tasmania.

NOTICES

The Leader of the Australian Democrats (Senator Allison): To move on the next day
of sitting—That the Senate—
(a) notes:

(i) the announcement by the Victorian State Government that a desalination
plant costing $3.1 billion will be built near Wonthaggi to provide a third
of Melbourne’s demand for water, approximately 150 billion litres, by
2012,

(i1) that the desalination plant and associated pumping of more than 200 km
will likely emit more than a million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions
a year and increase electricity use in Victoria by 2 per cent,

(iii) that the Victorian Government intends to ‘offset’ greenhouse emissions
through the purchase of renewable energy,

(iv) that the ongoing drought in Victoria is highly likely to be related to
climate change,

(v) that 95 per cent of Victoria’s electricity is from ageing, low efficiency,
brown coal-fired generators,

(vi) that $3.1 billion could fund rebates for approximately 2 million
household water tanks that could provide 80 billion litres of water for
cistern, laundry and garden use, and

(vii) that coal-fired power generation in Victoria uses approximately
400 billion litres of water a year;

(b) urges the Victorian State Government to develop desalination only if necessary
after:

(i) stringent standards are implemented for water appliances,

(i1) substantial quantities of potable water have been displaced by
stormwater or other harvested water,

(iii) water reticulation infrastructure leaks have been fixed,
(iv) water intensive industry and commercial operations are water efficient,

(v) all Victorians have low flow shower heads, dual flush cisterns and grey
water systems, and

(vi) there is widespread application of water sensitive urban design; and

(c) encourages the Victorian State Government to ensure that any desalination still
required uses only renewable-powered technology. (general business notice of
motion no. 832)
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Senator Milne: To move on the next day of sitting—That—
(a) the Senate notes that:

(1)

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

)

(vi)

the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) concluded that:

(A) the sea level would rise by between 0.18 metres to 0.59 metres by
the end of the century and that these projections do not include
the full effects of changes in ice sheet flow because a basis in
published literature was lacking,

(B) there is medium confidence (that is a 50 per cent chance) that at
least partial deglaciation of the Greenland ice sheet, and possibly
the West Antarctic ice sheet, would occur over a period of time,
ranging from centuries to millennia for a global average
temperature increase of 1° to 4°C (relative to 1990-2000),
causing a contribution to a rise in sea level of 4 to 6 metres or
more, and

(C) many millions more people are projected to be flooded every
year due to a sea level rise by 2080 and the numbers affected will
be largest in the mega-deltas of Asia and Africa, while small
islands are especially vulnerable,

recent scientific research, published too late for inclusion in the IPCC
reports, suggests that the sea level is rising more quickly than previously
thought and many eminent climate scientists, including Dr James
Hansen, Head of Atmospheric Research for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, warn that a warming of 2° to 3°C could melt
the ice sheets of West Antarctica and parts of Greenland, resulting in a
sea level rise of 5 metres within a century,

assessing the impact of even a moderate rise in sea level in Australia
remains inadequate for adaptation planning,

assessing the vulnerability of low coastal and estuarine regions requires
not only mapping height above sea level but must take into account
factors such as coastal morphology, susceptibility to long-shore erosion,
near shore bathymetry and storm surge frequency,

delaying analysis of the risk of the rise in sea level exacerbates the
likelihood that such information may affect property values and
investment through disclosure of increased hazards and possible reduced
or more expensive insurance cover, and

an early response to the threat of rising sea levels may include avoiding
investment in long-lived infrastructure in high risk areas; and

(b) the following matter be referred to the Environment, Communications,
Information Technology and the Arts Committee for inquiry and report by
3 December 2007:

An assessment of the risks associated with the rise in sea level in Australia,
including an appraisal of:

(M)
(if)
(iii)
(iv)
™)

recent science relating to projections on the rise in sea level,

ecological, social and economic impacts for the full range of projections,
adaptation and mitigation strategies,

knowledge gaps and research needs, and

options to communicate risks and vulnerabilities to the Australian
community.
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The Leader of the Australian Greens (Senator Bob Brown): To move on 7 August
2007—That the Senate—

(a) notes the terrible story of Mr Mulrunji Doomadgee, which extends beyond his
death in custody in 2004, to encompass the following:

(1) Mr Doomadgee’s son Eric has since committed suicide,

(il) Mr Patrick Bramwell, a 24-year old Aboriginal man, who was in the
Palm Island police lock-up as Mr Doomadgee died, has since hanged
himself, and

(iii) Mr Doomadgee’s mother, too ill to attend his funeral, has since died;
and

(b) expresses its condolences to the Doomadgee family and the Palm Island
community for the suffering and despair which these tragic events have
entailed. (general business notice of motion no. 833)

4 SELECTION OF BILLS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT NO. 10 OF 2007

The Chair of the Selection of Bills Committee (Senator Parry) tabled the following
report:

SELECTION OF BILLS COMMITTEE
REPORT NO. 10 OF 2007

1. The committee met in private session on Wednesday, 20 June 2007 at
4.20 pm.

2. The committee resolved to recommend—That—

(a) the provisions of the Telecommunications (Interception and Access)
Amendment Bill 2007 be referred immediately to the Legal and
Constitutional Affairs Committee for inquiry and report by 1 August
2007;

(b) the provisions of the International Trade Integrity Bill 2007 be referred
immediately to the Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee for
inquiry and report by 1 August 2007,

(¢c) the Trade Practices Amendment (Predatory Pricing) Bill 2007 be
referred immediately to the Economics Committee for inquiry and
report by 1 August 2007;

(d) the provisions of the Trade Practices Legislation Amendment Bill
(No. 1) 2007 be referred immediately to the Economics Committee for
inquiry and report by 1 August 2007;

(e) the provisions of the Social Security Amendment (2007 Measures
No. 1) Bill 2007 be referred immediately to the Employment,
Workplace Relations and Education Committee for inquiry and report
by 30 July 2007; and

(f) the provisions of the Communications Legislation Amendment
(Information Sharing and Datacasting) Bill 2007 be referred
immediately to the Environment, Communications, Information
Technology and the Arts Committee for inquiry and report by 30 July
2007.

3. The committee resolved to recommend—That the following bills not be
referred to committees:
Australian Postal Corporation Amendment (Quarantine Inspection and
Other Measures) Bill 2007
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Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs Legislation
Amendment (Further 2007 Budget Measures) Bill 2007

Industrial Chemicals (Notification and Assessment) Amendment
(Cosmetics) Bill 2007

Judges’ Pensions Amendment Bill 2007

National Health Amendment (National HPV Vaccination Program Register)
Bill 2007

Repatriation of Citizens Bill 2007

Tax Laws Amendment (Simplified GST Accounting) Bill 2007

Therapeutic Goods Amendment Bill 2007

Wheat Marketing Amendment Bill 2007.

The committee recommends accordingly.

4. The committee deferred consideration of the following bills to its next
meeting:
Australian Technical Colleges (Flexibility in Achieving Australia’s Skills
Needs) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2007
Lobbying and Ministerial Accountability Bill 2007
Peace and Non-Violence Commission Bill 2007
Public Interest Disclosures Bill 2007.

Stephen Parry
Chair
21 June 2007.

Senator Parry moved—That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.

POSTPONEMENTS
The following items of business were postponed:

Business of the Senate notice of motion no. 1 standing in the name of Senator
Bartlett for today, proposing the reference of a matter to the Rural and Regional
Affairs and Transport Committee, postponed till 8 August 2007.

Business of the Senate notice of motion no. 3 standing in the name of the Leader of
the Australian Greens (Senator Bob Brown) for today, proposing the disapproval of
Determination 2007/04: Principal Executive Office (PEO) Classification Structure
and Terms and Conditions, postponed till 10 September 2007.

General business notice of motion no. 775 standing in the name of the Leader of
the Australian Democrats (Senator Allison) for today, proposing the introduction
of the Energy Savings (White Certificate Trading) and Productivity Bill 2007,
postponed till 7 August 2007.

Senator Faulkner, by leave, moved—That business of the Senate notice of motion
no. 4 standing in his name for today, proposing the reference of a matter to the Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee, be postponed till 7 August 2007.

Question put and passed.
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6 PARLIAMENT—MEMBERS AND SENATORS—REMUNERATION AND ENTITLEMENTS

Senator Murray, pursuant to notice of motion not objected to as a formal motion,
moved general business notice of motion no. 830—That the Senate requests that the
Government ask that an appropriate examination or review be undertaken of the
remuneration and entitlements of members and senators by the Remuneration
Tribunal, on the basis that it take a holistic view with respect to members’ and
senators’ salary packages and allowances, what they need to do their jobs, and their
superannuation entitlements; and that the tribunal report to the Government in 2008.

Question put and negatived.

7 PRIME MINISTER—OFFICIAL RESIDENCES—CODE OF CONDUCT

Senator Bartlett, at the request of the Leader of the Australian Democrats (Senator
Allison) and pursuant to notice of motion not objected to as a formal motion, moved
general business notice of motion no. 823—That the Senate—

(a) considers the use of Kirribilli House, the Prime Minister’s Lodge and
Parliament House for political party fundraising to be at odds with the ethical
conduct expected of senators, members, ministers and presiding officers; and

(b) calls on the Government to develop a model code of ethical conduct for
ratification and implementation by the Federal Parliament as a matter of
urgency.

Question put.
The Senate divided—

AYES, 32

Senators—
Allison Forshaw McEwen Sherry
Bartlett Hogg McLucas Siewert
Bishop Hurley Milne Stephens
Brown, Bob Hutchins Moore Sterle
Brown, Carol Kirk Murray Stott Despoja
Campbell (Teller) Ludwig Nettle Webber
Carr Lundy O’Brien Wong
Fielding Marshall Ray Wortley

NOES, 34

Senators—
Abetz Chapman Humphries Patterson
Adams Colbeck Joyce Payne
Barnett Cormann Kemp Ronaldson
Bernardi Eggleston Lightfoot Scullion
Birmingham Ferguson Macdonald, Sandy Troeth
Boswell Fierravanti-Wells Mason Trood
Boyce Fifield McGauran Watson
Brandis Fisher Nash
Calvert Heffernan Parry (Teller)

Question negatived.
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8 FOREIGN AFFAIRS—AFGHANISTAN—MS MALALAI JOYA
Senator Nettle, pursuant to notice of motion not objected to as a formal motion, moved
general business notice of motion no. 827—That the Senate—
(a) notes that:
(1) 21 June 2007 marks one month since Afghan Member of Parliament and

democracy advocate Ms Malalai Joya was suspended from the Afghan
Parliament as a result of criticising some of its members,

(i) Ms Joya’s electoral term runs for another 3% years and she received the
second highest number of votes in the district that she represents,

(iii) a core criticism of the Taliban regime was that its treatment of women
was deeply oppressive,

(iv) Ms Joya has been a strident critic of the continued oppression of women
in Afghanistan and has said that life for women in Afghanistan today is
no better than life under Taliban rule, and

(v) supporters of Ms Joya are organising, around the world in the week
beginning 18 June 2007, to mobilise international support for her case
and call for her reinstatement to the Afghan Parliament; and

(b) calls on the Government to:

(1) communicate to the Afghan Government its concern at the suspension of
Ms Joya from the Parliament and request that she be reinstated to the
Afghan Parliament, and

(i) urge the Afghan Government to take steps to protect and promote the
rights of women in Afghanistan.

Question put.
The Senate divided—

AYES, 31

Senators—
Allison Forshaw McEwen Sherry
Bartlett Hogg McLucas Siewert
Bishop Hurley Milne Stephens
Brown, Bob Hutchins Moore Sterle
Brown, Carol Kirk Murray Stott Despoja
Campbell (Teller) Ludwig Nettle Webber
Carr Lundy O’Brien Wortley
Fielding Marshall Ray

NOES, 33

Senators—
Abetz Colbeck Joyce Payne
Adams Cormann Kemp Ronaldson
Barnett Eggleston Lightfoot Scullion
Bernardi Ferguson Macdonald, Sandy Troeth
Birmingham Fierravanti-Wells Mason Trood
Boyce Fifield McGauran Watson
Brandis Fisher Nash
Calvert Heffernan Parry (Teller)
Chapman Humphries Patterson

Question negatived.
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