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Committee

Dear Committee members

Inquiry into the Provisions of the Australian Human Rights Commission
Legislation Bill 2003

I write to express my alarm at some of the changes proposed in this Bill.
Australia has ratified covenants which oblige the government to take positive
steps to ensure that Human Rights are protected in Australia. | believe the
following proposed amendments are regressive and risk contravention of those
covenants:

1 | am strongly opposed to the proposed changes relating to HREOC's
intervention function. The ability of HREOC to intervene in proceedings is a
serious matter of public importance. Intervention is not taken lightly. It has
rarely been sought and then only in matters of public importance and in
accordance with guidelines. Never has the Court refused leave. This is itself
an indication of the functional imperative of an independent, autonomous
expert in matters relating to Human Rights.

It is simply and starkly, morally and legally wrong, that a party to almost half
such complaints of Human Rights abuses gives itself the right to exclude
HREOC intervention. This surely breaches common law doctrine related to
conflict of interest. Further it damages the constitutional principle of the

separation of powers.
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