
Attention Peter Hallahan, Secretary,
Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee.

To Whom It Mav Concern:
The opportunity to make comment on the proposed amendments
to the Australian Human Rights Commission has been gratefully

appreciated.

The Human Rights & Equal Opportunity Commission
(HREOC) is one of the major players in improving the life
status of many people with disabilities in general, but in
particular people / persons with a physical disability benefit
enormously from an accessible community and from the
legislation which is now in place to improve the circumstances
of all Australian citizens.

Full participation and equality are not yet the nonns of every
day life, although we are in the 3rd millennium. There are times
when society is definitely back in the reprehensible dark ages.
I hope serious consideration is given to the attached submission
and that every Australian with or without disability can look
forward to a productive and quality lifestyle.
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Introduction
The Physical Disability Council of the Northern Territory (PDC-NT)
while incorporated in it's own right in the NT is also part of the Physical
Disability Australia (PDCA), which is the National Body for persons
with a physical disability Australia wide.
PDC- NT is represented on the Board of the Council, which meets
regularly by tele-conference and includes representatives from all States
and Territories. The full Council also meets face to face once a year to
discuss outstanding matters in relation to physical disability and holds an
open consultative forum for feedback from it's constituents.
The issue of Representation to the Government at the highest level is a
major concern to the Membership in general, particularly in view of the
current happenings within HREOC and the proposed amendments to the
Commission.

Background
The (PDC-NT) membership is gravely concerned at the proposed changes

to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC)

which, ultimately has the potential to take us back to the dark ages in
relation to accessing community life and living lives of quality as true

blue Australian citizens.
Full equality and participation will become mere buzz words on a piece

of paper instead of a living reality.

The PDC- NT in its role of watchdog and defender of all things relating to

disability are instinctively alarmed by the suggested changes as proposed

in the Australian Human Rights Commission Legislation Bill 2003.

However, PDC- NT is generally supportive of one proposal, namely the
proposal to rename the Commission, to
"The Australian Human Rights Commission".

Comments on the Bill
Since the introduction and enforcement of the Disability Discrimination
Act (DDA) 10 Years ago, Australia has taken many positive steps

towards preserving the right to equality among all Australians.
The recent introduction of the Human Rights Legislation Bill, with its
proposed abolition of the post of Disability Discrimination Commissioner
together with the Race Discrimination Commissioner and Aboriginal and
Toues Strait Social Justice Commissioner; puts to jeopardy the soul and

integrity of HREOC as a Commission.
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Thus reducing its existence to one of lip service and tokenism to the

people.
The Commission's voice and independence will be severely
compromised and have an unbelievable reputation for people with
physical disabilities within Australia.

At no time should the Attorney General's permission be sought to
intervene in court matters where human rights and principles are at stake.
The Commonwealth Government should never be a gatekeeper with the
supreme right to reject any complaint of violation of human rights and or
disability matters put forward against it.

Would this not be a conflict of interest of a grandiose nature and
perceived interference in the legal and political system of Australia?
A system that waxes lyrically on being a god given true and proper
democracy that believes in "A fair go " for all its citizens.

Perhaps Australia's reputation (now at an all time low) has acquired a
poor record of human rights in general.
If the proposed restructuring of HREOC is accepted by Parliament, we
will all be the losers.
It will be a sad day indeed with much gnashing of teeth.

We, that is people with a disability are in for an ongoing and more
difficult time in the future. A retrograde step indeed.
Under the proposed changes, allocation of responsibilities would / will be
at the discretion of the Commission's President under the scrutiny of the
Attorney General. Not good news.

This tactic is not necessary; it should be noted that this is not the first
time Government has attempted to bastardise and water down existing
legislation. Again, most emphatically it must not be permitted to occur on
another attempt.
Australia sets itself up on a pedestal as leader to other countries, so it too
needs to play by the rules.
Public awareness, education, policy development, and reporting on
disability issues will be reduced to meaningless rhetoric.
Discrimination will proliferate to unknown levels, with Australia a
laughing stock to the rest of the world, and with no international
reputation. But merely seen as a puppet whose strings are pulled by
others.
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