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(1) I write on behalf of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ)
the elected representative organisation of the Jewish community of
Australia, to make a submission to the "Inquiry into the Provisions of the
Australian Human Rights Commission Legislation Bill 2003".

I wish to state at the outset that this Council would like to formally
express an interest in giving oral evidence to the Inquiry should there be

the opportunity to do so.

(2) The ECAJ was formed in 1944 to represent the views of the Australian
Jewish community to Government and to other key sections of the Australian

community.
The Constituent bodies of the ECAJ are the New South Wales Jewish Board of

Deputies, the Jewish Community Council of victoria, the Jewish community
Council of Western Australia Inc, the Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies,
the Jewish community Council of South Australia, the Hobart Hebrew
congregation and the ACT Jewish Community Inc. Affiliated Organisations
are the Australasian Union of Jewish Students, the Australian Federation of
WIZO, the Union for Progressive Judaism -Australia, the Federation of
Australian JewishCare, Maccabi Australia Inc and the National Council of
Jewish Women of Australia.The Observer Organisations which also participate
in decisions include the zionist Federation of Australia and B'nai B'rith

Australia.
The ECAJ is the Australian affiliate of a number of major international
Jewish human rights organisations, including the World Jewish Congress
which is a major international NGO enjoying ECOSOC status at the united

Nations.
The ECAJ actively participates in formal and informal consultations on a
wide range of human rights issues with the Australian Government. Further, we have

been grateful for having had the opportunity of being able
to contribute to a series of human rights Inquiries conducted by the Human
Rights and Equal opportunity Commission (HREOC) including the National
Inquiry into Racist Violence, and the Inquiry into Religious Freedom in

Australia.


