


Over and above all this, is the hidden and direct costs to the Australian taxpayer on the so-
called ‘war on terror’. These real and hidden costs include surveillance, increased border
protection, increased migration and other regulatory and other costs borne by the Australian
taxpayer in order to protect the Australian way of life.

In every material sense, the ‘war on terror’ is a financially and materially draining war. This
war costs time, money and effort. Moreover, the war on terror is inextricably mixed with the
issue of petrol and oil supplies for the obvious reason that the very theatres of war where the
war on terror is most actively fought are also the most oil-rich parts of the world e.g. Iraq.

For this reason, I am minded to focus the Committee’s attention to the incidence on the price
of petrol and oil on Australia’s ongoing economic dependency on oil and the cost to the
Australian community on the war on terror and our nation’s ongoing expenses to keep the
supply of oil secure.

This cost includes the sending of Australian service personnel to places of high risk including
Afghanistan and Iraq.

In short, I submit for the Committee’s consideration, that the aggregate of Australia’s military
commitments and these commitments’ close connection with the war on terror, principally
Iraq and Afghanistan, is ample justification in the use of Commonwealth defence powers in
the Federal regulation of petrol pricing until the military commitment of Australia is ended in
Iraq and Afghanistan so that Australia may economically recover from the real cost of
radically increasing petrol prices.

Yours sincerely

John Murph w”
Member for Lowe™"




