


program entitled SIF3 (Salinity investment Framework 3), which commenced in August
2005. This program is designed to investigate the appropriate management response
given a particular dryland salinity situation; for example, whether incentives, land
retirement/ stewardship or penaities would be the most appropriate intervention. The
program, due to be completed in North Central in June 20086, is reliant on the Catchment
Analysis Tool (CAT) — a modelling system being developed by DPI and being used by
North Central to consider scenarios and appropriate interventions.

In terms of the role played by CMAs and the support received by these agencies to assist
them to achieve national goals, | would provide the following additional feedback:

. the regional approach necessarily taken by CMAs is appropriate to efforts to mitigate
the effects of salinity: local-scale, appropriate decisions can be implemented as
required. Additionally, CMAs are able to demonstrate leadership on diverse natural
resource management issues — this cannot be achieved using a ‘centralist’ approach

. we have concerns regarding the Federal Government's decision to support the
implementation of airborne geophysics as a tool to determine the location of dryland
salinity as it appears that the technique does not necessarily detect saline
groundwater®,

The future success of salinity management in Victoria depends on further funding from
initiatives such as NAP, NHT and State investment. The scale and significance of the
issue is massive and therefore a significant and sustained investment is justified. The year
2007-08 is the last year of NAP, and the issue of future funding urgently needs the
attention of Governments.

I would be pleased to provide further elaboration of these points if required, and thank you
for the opportunity to contribute to this Inquiry.

Damian Wells
Acting Chief Executive Officer
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