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25" October 2006 

The 
Sen rnerat Commun~cations Infornation Technology 
and the Arts Legisletbh CbrnmiUee 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 

SAY NO TO ENVlRONMENT PROTECTION AND 61C)IMVERSlTV AlVfENaMENT BflL 

We, the members of Mudgee O'stricit Envimnment Group Inc, w~sh to protest very 
strongly against the amendments tu Fhe Envirtmrnentai Pfotection and Biodiverstty 
GnsemGon Act which the Federal Government introduced m the House cm Thursday, 
1 E" Qdober, 2OOtj. 

er It has been pointed out ta us that these meke it possible to wipe out five 
hundred [50O) threatened species from ther current waiting list for protection 
under the Ermironmefltal Protection and Biadiversity Conservation Act. 

It removes any mandatory mqurrements to develop a Recwery Plan for a iiskd 
threatened species or ecoiogical cmmunrty. This IS an urgent matter for us in 
thii district where there is third major ccel mine awaitrng approval. Th~s coal 
mine will threaten heritage landscape m e  Great b p p i ~ g  Wall m ?he Goulhurn 
River Gome] and wdl destroy many hed;eres of land in which there ere ~denkfkd 
areatened spcres. 

* it  all^ B new requifernent #W public nornrnatwns RI compty wlWl #lemes set 
by the Minister so Mat any such nommations can nsk being left off the 11% for 
 ons side ration.. 

It eUam the Minister to refuse to assess the sbation of threatened species 
prev~ousty reiectad far protection wen i# its consenr~tion status has worsened. 
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e It gives the Ministc3r srbrtrary discretion to m w e  a pubkciy nominated species 
or emlogical Gommun fm the annual list of species to be assessed for 
Itsting, 

Q It does not ptovide a vigger for greenhouse tntensive activities and contains no 
pmtsiom for addressing ciimete change. 

lt is imperatme that this Amendment FkU does not pas. Thew are applicatiorls slt over 
the continent for new coal mines which have the pdenttal to destroy river and 
underground wter systems end will be placed on hod which has many threakmed 

ere is insuffic~ent and ffawed assessment taking place now and this silt will 
be the death hock es fer 8s many threatened species are concerned. 

of the ~ Q P B  of Austrelia is critical in this era of climate change. 

No single individual should have the pawer to make the decisions which this Bill would 
leave in the hands of the current N~nrster partialarty ss some Ministers for the 
Environment have no care et all Par such. 
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