




















The (NSW) Government's policy approach has been to seek a balance
between the majority of those in the community who participate in gambling
as an enjoyable and harmless pastime, and those for whom gambling causes
significant problems. IPART's view is that, on balance, clubs make a positive
contribution to the community. This contribution is sufficient to justify the level

of support the industry receives from government.’

CONCLUSION

Each State and Territory Government operates its own gaming tax regime based on
a detailed understanding of the gaming industry in that State. There is no question
that the tax rates in the Bill, levied on top of State and Territory gaming taxes, would
end the commercial operation of gaming machines by not-for-profit clubs. This would
not only be a detriment to the many millions of Australians who play gaming
machines as a legitimate form of entertainment but also the clubs and communities
which benefit from gaming revenue. The negative impact of the Bill on jobs, State
Government revenue, community and sporting groups, social interaction and

entertainment would be dramatic.

Ninety-nine percent of gamblers do so responsibly and within their means.
ClubsAustralia advocates practical, targeted measures to identify and assist problem
gamblers, rather than steps like this Bill which would needlessly destroy an important
sector of the Australian economy and way of life. ClubsAustralia would be pleased to
assist the Committee in any further analysis of this issue or in addressing broader

concerns relating to problem gambling.

This submission has been authorised on behalf of ClubsAustralia by Mr David
Costello, Executive Director and Mr Peter Newell OAM, President of ClubsAustralia.
ClubsAustralia can be found at Level 8, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000. For
further information or to arrange for ClubsAustralia to make an appearance before
the Committee, please contact Mr Josh Landis, Senior Policy Officer, ClubsAustralia
on (02) 9268 3004 or emaitjlandis@clubsnsw.com.au.
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