


When the Special Disability Trusts legislation was introduced, I looked at
the possibility of setting up such a Trust for Jessica. After looking at the
guidelines, I decided not to proceed based on the following restrictions:

1. Jessica could not deposit any of her own funds into the Trust. All of
her monetary assets are in her name (as recommended by
Centrelink). We are not in a position financially (and never will be)
to deposit large sums of money into a Trust. We are also not of
retirement age, are not receiving any subsidies, and would not be
eligible for the gifting concession.

Jessica’s savings will accumulate until eventually her pension will be
reduced according to her bank balance and Centrelink limits. Her money
cannot be spent without regard to the Plenary Administration Order
conditions, yet cannot be accumulated without detriment to her pension.

The use of a Trust for all expenses (such as holidays and household
items), as well as accommodation, would be much more useful. This would
also necessitate only one financial return (time consuming!) instead of two
to be completed each year.

2. Any unused SDT yearly income would be taxed at 46.5%. This
seems unfair — considering this Trust would be for those with a
disability, it would surely be better to return this excess to the Trust
for future use.

3. Because of her disability, Jessica is currently unable to make a Will.
If the Special Disability Trust was workable, I believe that provision
could be made within the Trust for monies to be returned to those
who made the gift in the event of Jessica’s death.

As Jessica’s family, we need to make provision for her future — both
emotionally and financially. With current Centrelink limits, and the lack of a
useable, easily accessed Trust or other system available, this seems difficult,
if not impossible.



We respectfully request that the Senate Community Affairs Committee
Inquiry consider all of the difficulties encountered by families and carers of
people with a disability.

The disabled have many obstacles to overcome in their lives, and any
assistance to ease these worries about future financial independence would
be welcome.

Yours sincerely,

POt

Robyn KLEBER
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