





for a precious night out, or save for a weekend away if respite, by some
chance is available.

In short, most parents struggle through the whole of their life, and very
few would ever have enough money to put into such a Trust. Many of
us have created a Trusteeship for our disabled child using the proceeds of
the sale of our main asset, our family home. For those without this asset
the future is very bleak.

In conclusion, I would like to put forward suggestions which may
assist with getting the message out to parents.

1. Make sure all written material is easy to read and understand.

2. Advertise the Trust in the Centrelink’s publications, The Seniors
Newspaper (only NSW, I think) and The National Seniors Assn.
Newsletter.

3. Each State has a Council of The Ageing, as we have in NSW, and I
am sure they would welcome information for their newsletters.

4. Information could also go to Law Associations to inform lawyers to
advise their clients. Maybe such an Association could consider
setting up a pro bono program, possibly through Centrelink.

5. Advertising in material aimed at older people will ensure they in turn
advise younger parents who possibly would appreciate such advice.

I would like to offer my thanks to Senator Patterson and the Hon Julie
Bishop for all the work involved in setting up this Trust, and I am
sure that Committee will receive invaluable information to help take
this Trust to be a progressive, vibrant support for families.

Sincerely,
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(Mrs.) Jo McKerrell OAM





