



































disabled person and their carers than the basic concept of recreation and leisure. The
physical, mental health and socialisation aspects for the individual are more important
in most instances than the recreational aspect. Furthermore little consideration is given
in facilitating recreation for the severely disabled. Recent trends in the Perth
Metropolitan area are disturbing. As an example:

Riding for the Disabled (Capricorn Club) site has been taken over to build the
State’s new Basketball Centre and a new Athletics Stadium. Riding for the
Disabled has been allocated a new site 34 kilometres away on the periphery of the
Perth Metropolitan Region off all bus routes.

Other examples can be given where current facilities are being taken over or
demolished to make way for department block developments with very little
consideration to replacement of the facility for the disabled.

AVOIDANCE OF SETTING UP AN SDT AS WELL AS AN ALL NEEDS TRUST
It has been suggested in legal circles that due to the restrictive nature of the current
parameters of an SDT that an All Needs Trust be established as well.

Comment:

The necessity for carers of the severely disabled to take such a measure is no more than
a further burden that they will have to carry. Avoiding this situation should be of
paramount consideration in amending current conditions and guidelines.

Conclusion

Thank you for the invitation to contribute to the Inquiry.

As indicated in your letter the Committee may hold public hearings. | wish to indicate
that | am most willing to give evidence at any public hearing.

I also wish to indicate that | have no reservations in the Committee Members having total
access to all information provided to Dr J Harmer, Secretary, FaHCSIA on 27 May 2008.

Yours sincerely,

Brian O’Hart
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