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Clever sleight of land keeps claims at
bay

By Paul Toohey*

THEY are netherworld public servants. They work for no stated

purpose and provide no annual public annual reports. Yet. they

are the biggest freehold land owners in the Northern Territory.
o

conceivably the biggest in Australia.

The Northern Territory Land Corporation was set up in 1979,
under vague legislation, to "acquire, hold and dispose" of
property. Its sibling, the Conservation Land Corporation, was set
up in 1980 to control the Territory's national parks.

The chairmen and board members of both corporations have
been. over the years, very senior. very trusted public servants.
Trusted because the Northern Territory Government simply gives
them vast amounts of land.

FFor what purpose?

"It's got no stated purpose.” says John Pinney. Lands Department
head. "Whenever we give them land, we try and state a purpose.
Like planning future developments or something like that. but it
has no stated purpose.”

Mr Pinney's use of "them" is interesting. He is also a board
member of the Northern Territory Land Corporation.

Creating the pretence of distance between the Government and
the Land corporations is critical. Unalienated Crown land is - or.
until the recent sunset clause. was - available for claim under the
Land Rights Act.

But. if the Government gives unalienated Crown land to non-
government creatures such as the Land Corporation and
Conservation Land Corporation, the land becomes alienated
freehold. It is no longer government land and cannot be claimed.

Many view the legislated separation between the Government
and the corporations as farce, although the law does not. The
Northern Territory Land Corporation Act states the corporation
is "not an authority or an instrument of the Crown" and "is not
subject to the control of a minister of the Crown".

No Territory minister has any say in Land Corporation decisions

to acquire or dispose of land. So how does the board always
know to acquire land that will interfere with land claims?
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