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1. Preamble

The Australian Licenced Aircraft Engineers Association (ALAEA) represents
approximately 4200 certifying Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers throughout

the Australian airline, Regional and General Aviation industries.

Whilst the ALAEA is strongly opposed to a number of the changes which would be
introduced into industrial relations should the proposed Bill become law in its present
form the ALAEA welcomes this opportunity to provide a Submission to the Senate
Inquiry into the Workplace Relations Amendment (WorkChoices) Bill 2005, in
particular due to the radical nature of the proposed legislation, the extent of the
changes being proposed and the effect the proposed legislation would have on
Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (LAMEs) in the daily discharge of their
duties and responsibilities to maintain Australia’s enviable aviation and airline safety

record.

The vital role of LAMEs in maintaining the safety and security of all who fly in
Australian skies is of such significance that the Federal Parliament should be
cognisant of the potential for legislative change to impact negatively and seriously on

aviation safety within the Commonwealth of Australia.

The potential impact of legislative change, such as that which is the subject of this
Inquiry, must be examined and assessed to ensure that significant adverse effects,
which are unintended and not contemplated by the legislation, do not arise to the

serious detriment and peril of the Australian air traveller.

The aviation and airline industries employs Aircraft Maintenance Engineers, licensed
by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA), who are required by Statute to
perform duties of inspection and certification to ensure those who work in the
environment of airports and aircraft and those who fly in aircraft do so in the safest
possible manner on equipment (aircraft) maintained to the highest possible

Engineering and maintenance standards.




This Submission deals primarily with the issue of the possible impact of the proposed
legislation on Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers, the nature of their work, the
operational needs of the employer, and the inspection and certification of aircraft for
airworthiness to ensure those who fly in those aircraft or who work on or near aircraft

at airports are safe to do so.

The licensing system of competency, skill, expertise, qualification and knowledge
applying to Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers in Australia has proved to
be one of the most vital elements in maintaining Australia’s enviable airline
safety record. The high standards of aviation safety supported by the licensing
arrangements in place are the rarely seen, but vital lynchpin in ensuring that
aircraft are maintained and provided for the travelling public at the highest

possible levels of airworthiness and safety.

It is a fundamental premise of Australia’s system of air safety that Licensed
Aircraft Maintenance Engineers can carry out their vital statutory
responsibilities without unnecessary distraction and, when certifying for the
airworthiness of aircraft for flight they are able to do so without threat or fear of

dismissal.

o The ALAEA would be pleased to appear before the
Committee to answer any questions the Committee might
have regarding this Submission and to provide further

evidence and amplification if requested.

Please note: This Submission comprises a total of 16 pages (including cover sheet).




2. About the ALAEA

The Australian Licenced Aircraft Engineers Association is a registered organisation
pursuant to the Workplace Relations Act 1996. The ALAEA was founded in the early
1960s to advance the professional, technical and industrial interests of Aircraft
Maintenance Engineers who are licensed by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority

(CASA) to certify for maintenance work performed on aircraft within Australia.

Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (LAMEs) are a vital and fundamental
element in ensuring the on-going airworthiness of aircraft operating in Australian
airspace. Currently the ALAEA has 4200 members employed in all sectors of the
industry — in the major airlines as well as in regional operations and the general

aviation sector.

The ALAEA believes that it is in Australia’s national interest to maintain its present
excellent record of the highest possible safety standards in the aviation sector, the

envy of the global aviation and airline industries.

Due to Australia’s vast expanse and its relatively remote global location, distant from
both its markets and visitors, the country is particularly reliant on the reliable and

continuing provision of safe, secure and well-serviced aviation and airline operations.

A key factor in the industry being able to provide these operations is public
confidence in the safety and security of flying within this country, as well as to and

from international ports.

The motto of the ALAEA is:
“To undertake, supervise and certify for the safety of all who fly”.




3.

Executive Summary

Public confidence needs to be maintained in the safety and security

of travel by air within, from and to Australia.

Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers (LAMEs) bear statutory
responsibilities to ensure aircraft are airworthy in relation to
aircraft maintenance and servicing before flight. LAMEs provide
inspection and certification in accordance with their training,
qualifications and detailed knowledge and experience that an

aircraft is safe to fly.

LAMEs must be afforded certain protections by law in their
employment to ensure that they may perform their statutory
responsibilities free from unnecessary distraction and pressure that
may be applied to them in the discharge of their vital air safety

duties.

Many elements of the proposed legislation have real potential to
place LAMEs in the invidious position of having to choose
between their employment or exerting the privileges of their

Licence to uphold airworthiness safety standards.

Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers, due to the safety-
critical responsibility they hold and exercise, should be exempt
from the application of certain provisions of the proposed
legislation. Alternatively, these provisions should be removed or

amended for all employees, including LAMEs. These provisions




include the restrictions contemplated on the availability of

protections afforded currently under the terms of s170.

Federal Parliament should exercise the greatest possible vigilance
in ensuring that legislative changes, in any area, do not impact

negatively on Australia’s world-renowned aviation safety record.

The proposed amendments to s.170CE should not be made.

If amendments are made to s.170CE, bearers of statutory
responsibilities, such as Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineers,
should be exempt from the application of these provisions where it
can be demonstrated that undue and improper pressure has been or
is likely to be exerted on a LAME in the discharge of their vital air
safety responsibilities. (The onus of proof in this regard ought to

rest with the employer/aviation or airline operator.)







