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0409 490 366.

Yours sincerely
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Secretary Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and Education Committee

Please find attached our short and succinct submission to the enquiry.

Should you require any further information about the content or the Welfare Rights
Centre Inc. do not hesitate to contact the coordinator on 3421 2520 or her mobile
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introduction

This paper presents the response by the Queensland Welfare Rights Centre Inc.
(WRC) to the Senate Inquiry on Employment, Workplace Relations and Education.

The WRC is a specialist Community Legal Centre funded under the community legal
centres program that is resourced by both the Commonwealth and State Attorney
Generals and managed through Legal Aid Queensiand. We specialise in two areas
of law:-

= Disability Discrimination and

= Social Security.

More than 80% of our casework relates to the application of the Social Security Act,
but our specialist services in disability discrimination places us in a logical position {o
respond to this inquiry as we tend to be concerned about the more vulnerable people
in our communities.

By vulnerable we mean workers:

with skills and attributes that are not in demand.

= who are form culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

= who live in regional and remote areas with little opportunity to work.

= with child care responsibilities and who can not find quality child care.

= who are reluctant to work unsociable hours as this will mean less time with
their family.

= who are responsible for children over 11 years of age and are unable to
commit to out of hours work as they are unable to support their chiidren and
supervise their activities.

= with a disability who may be judged by their disability prior to being given an
opportunity to prove their worth in the workplace.

= who are studying to meet the skill shortage in Australia, but will not be offered
the flexibility required to attend university or training without forgoing other
conditions.

This paper has been prepared by Gail Middleton who is the co-ordinator of the WRC,
but it has also been endorsed by the Management Committee which includes:

Cameron Thomas

Deb Keenan

Sue McComber

Jenny Mediand

Tracy Worrall

Jo Backhouse

Dr Greg Marston

Our paper has been divided into two sections.
1. Vulnerable Australians
2. Centrelink Payments as the Safety Net




Whilst we have welcomed the opportunity to respond to the paper a little bit more
time would have supported a more detailed submission with the necessary evidence
to support our concerns.







