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R I V E R I NA PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
I -2sEpzoa5

ft September2005 RECEIVED ‘(C .244
TheChairman
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearSir/madam

Submission
Relocationof SelectedRAAF CollegeUnits to RAAF baseEast saleVictoria and

RAAF BaseWaggaWagga,New Smith Wales.

II referto recentinformationprovidedby Inquiry Secretary,Ms Vivierme Courto,that
outlinesthe opportunityto presenta submissionon theDepartmentofDefence
proposalto relocateRAAF Collegefrom Pt Cook to RAAF BaseWaggaWagga,
NSW, andEastSale,Vie.

This submissionrelatesonly to theproposalsofar asit includesRAAF BaseWagga
Wagga.

Introduction

TheRiverinaRegionalDevelopmentBoard(RRDB) is anIncorporatedAssociation
supportedprimarily by theNSWDepartmentof StateandRegionalDevelopment.
TheBoardcomprisesIi peoplefrom acrosstheRiverinawho havebeenappointedby
theMinisterfor RegionalDevelopmentfortheirdemonstratedunderstandingofthe
regionandcommitmenttowardsthecontinuingeconomicdevelopmentofthe
RiverinaRegionin whichthe City of WaggaWaggafeaturesasthemajorregionaj
centre

TheBoardactivitiesincludebut arenot limited to:
Promotingregionaleconomicdevelopmentinitiatives(andhencesustainable
jobs) in regionalNSW through,

> Ensuringthatcommunitieswork togetherto attainthenecessarycritical mass
to be competitiveinternationalinvestmentlocations;

> Marketinglocal governmentareasandregionsasbusinesslocations;
> HostingCommonwealthandStateinitiativesorprogramswhich haveastheir

aim thestrengtheningoftheprofile ofnon-metropolitanregionsasbusiness
locationsortheattractionofskilled labour;

> Co hostinginitiativesof theNSW Governmentaimedat attractinginvestment

TheBoardundertakesvariousprojectsfrom yearto yearutislising projectfunding
that is typically obtainedon abid basisfrom variousprogramsconductedby NSW
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Departmentof StateandRegionalDevelopment,FederalGovernment’sDepartment
ofTransportandRegionalServices,Local. Government,theprivatesectorandindeed
anyothersourcesoffunds to enable~rojectsto proceed.

TheprojectsaxeundertakenWithin theainbit oftheBoar&sStrategicPlan2004-2010

thatidentifies9 interdependentindustxystrategies.

TheBoard’sVision is statedas

The Itiverina will prosperthrough smart industrystrategiesand value-adding
businesses,generatingsustainablelong-termemploymentandhannonious
comnwnldes..enriclting l¼s~vlesnaturally

TheBoard’sMissionis statedas:

Tofacilitate theapproprhueandeffectiveregionoJdevelopmentoftheRiverina
through a partnershipapproachto the implementationof theRiverinaEconomic
DevelopmentStrategyandrelatedinitiatives

Theeconomicoverviewin theStrategicPlannotesthattheregionalpopulationofthe
Riverinais 162,848in an areaof 76,346squarekilometers.

Theeconomicoverviewalsoidentifiesmajorindustrysectorsincludingdefence.

ExtensivedetailsoftheBo&d’s structure,strategiesandprojectscanbeaccessed
from theBoard’swebsitewww.ndlxcoimauincludinga recentlycompletedstatistical
profile of theregion.

Supportfor theproposalsatRAAF BaseWagga Wagga

Clearlythe assertionthataround100defencestaffprovidingrecruit trainingto 1200
studentsperyearis wonderfiui newsfor theeconomyof WaggaWaggaandtherefore
theregion.Thecity alreadyprospersfrom adiverseindustrysectorandthepresence
ofRAAF BaseatForestHill andtheAustralianArmy trainingbaseatKapooka
generatesnotonly a strongeconomicoutcomefor thecity but hasanappreciable
impact on the social fabric for thecity

Overmanyyears, notwithstanding heightenedsecuritymeasuresin recenttimes, an
enormousamount ofgood will has beengeneratedbetween the two Defence
establishmentsand theirpersonneland theresidentsofWaggaWaggaand the regioa
SuccessiveOfficersCommandingRAAF base Waggahavewanulywelcomedcivic
involvementin avarietyof activitieson theBasethathavefosteredthis goodwill. A
similar situationhasexistedformanyyearswith Kapooka.From timeto timethe
OfficerCommandingRAAF BaseandCommandantfrom Kapookahaveservedon
the local ChamberofCommerceandIndustryaddingan enormousdepthof
knowledgeto assistthegrowthandprosperityofthecity andintegrationof defence
communitieswith locals.

In this environment,anexpansionat ForestHi!] will be readilyaccommodatedby the
local andregionalcommunitiet

-2-



A

RUM : Cr. Peter Dale Q2 697(~g~0NC. : 02 55264949 Sep. 02 2005 12:15PM P4

In tenns of proposed expenditure $66.7 million at Wagga Wagga. it is notedthatthis
will includea significantnumberofpersonnelin constructionactivity andthatoff-site
jobs will begeneratedforthe supply,manufactureanddistributionof componentsand
materialsfor local andnationalcontractorsandsuppliers.

Theregionalindustry sectorboastsmanyexcellenttradesmenandcompaniesthat
haveexperiencein majorconstruction.Additionally, thepresencein WaggaWaggaof
a representativeoftheIndustryCapabilityNetwork(NSW) Ltd addsto the capability
of effectively resourcingspecialistsandequipmentusedin theconstructionfield.

As indicated,it is not only theeconomicbenefitsin theconstructionphasebut the
sustainablebenefitsoverfutureyearsthatareof significanceto Waggaandthe
Riverina.Also the socialissuesshouldnotbeundervaluedasWaggaWaggahas
provenitself to bea welcomingcommunityfordefencepersonnel.

Currentlyfbndsarebeingsoughtfora feasibility study to addressthevariousissues
impacting on theproposeddevelopmentofthedisusedWaggaWaggato
Tumbarumba railway coffidor that runs from WaggaWaggaurban area, through the
RAAFbase at Forest Hill and on to Tumbarunaba,

The proposed~ stage involves the development of the rail corridorfrom Wagga
Urbanareato theperimeteroftheRA.AF Baseasa walking/cyclingtrail (knownasa
‘rail trail’) to enableRAAF personnelto safelyandquickly commute the 10kmby
eitherbicycleor indeedby walking. This stageoftheprojectis stronglysupportedby
theOfficer CommandingRAPSBaseatForestHill, WingCommanderGraemeWren
andtheMayorof WaggaWagga,Cr KerryPascoe,aswell astheRiverinaHighlands
Rail Trails Committee,asubcommitteeoftheRRDB.

TheCityof WaggaWaggaboastsoutstandinginfrastructureincludingAwardwinning
sportingandrecreationfacilities suchastheOasisAquaticCentreandsuperbpaThs
andgardensAdditionally the City featuresa majorCampusoftheCharlesStun
University andTAPE NSW-RiverinaInstituteis alreadyinvolved in a major
contractual obligation to defenceto provide fri-service training. The City alsoboasts
attractive and affordable real estate and surrounding suburbs and villages provide
excellentalternativelifestyle choiceson residentialandhobbyfarmholdinga

WaggaWaggais themajorshoppingcatchmentfortheRiverinaandmostnational
namestoreoperationsareevidentin theCity. Its locationis strategiconthemain
Southernrail line, approximatelymidwaybetweenSydneyandMelbourneand
generallyWaggais consideredamajortransportationhub. 128 aircraftmovements
per weekaremadefrom theWaggaairportthatis leasedfrom theCommonwealthby
theWaggaWaggaCity Council andpassengernumbersarecontinuingto increase,
with currentactivity beingaround 14,000peoplepermonth.Commercialoperations
areprovidedasfrequentdaily servicesto SydneyandMelbourneby moderntwin
turbopropaircraftoperatedby RexAirlines, oneofAustralia’sleadingregional
carriers,basedin WaggaWaggaandQantaslink.Both journeystakeapproximately
onehour.
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Cartravel time to SydneyandMelbournerespectivelycanalsobeeasily
accomplishedin aroundfour andahalfhours.Theseandmanyotherfactorssupport
thedecisionto considerRAAF BaseWaggaWaggaas anappropriatelocationfor
componentsoftheRAAF College.

Theproposalsfor RAPSBaseWaggaWaggawill complementtheplannedupgrade
for the Baseandwill vindicatethestrongcasemountedlocally, duringtheDefence
EfficiencyReview,fortheretentionand expansionoftheBaseasamajortraining
facilit’t

TheRiverinaRegionalDevelopmentstronglysupportstheproposalsby the
DepartmentofDefenceto relocateelementsoftheRAAFCollege to RAPS Baseat
Wagga Wagga and commends the Department of Defence on its initiative and logic.

Yours aithfully

PeterDale
ExecutiveOfficer
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