
BOB MCMULLAN MP

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR FRASER

30 October2006

Mrs MargaretMay
Chair
HouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeon Procedure
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

T ank you for theopportunityto makesubmissionson therecentcontroversy
concerningtheprocessfor condemnationof membersand concerningQuestionTime.

In responsepleasefind attached: -~

1. An articlewhich I hadpublishedrecentlyin theon-linemagazineNew (
Matilda.

2. A briefcommenton possibleamendmentsto therelevantStandingOrdersto ~1’-~f
implementtheproposalsin thearticle,and I

3. A submissionin responseto thereferenceconcerningcondemnationof
members. — ~ ~-k.

Might I suggestthat, whateverotherchangesmaybeconsidered,theCommitteegive
considerationto splittingtheStandingOrderswith regardto writtenandoral
questionsinto discretesectionsto maketheflow ofStandingOrdersmorelogical.

COCYONGCENTRE UNIT 8 / 1 TORRENSST BRADDONACT 2612
GPOBox 1947 CANBERRAACT 2601

• TELEPHONE(02)6247 4396, (02)62474037 • FACSIMILE (02)6247 3457
Web: www.bobmcmullan.comE-MAIL: bob.mcmulLan.mp@aph.gov.au

Yourssincerely



Attachment 3

Referenceconcernini~ condemnationofmembers

Theprecedentseton 10 October2006wasunfortunate.

While I hadpreviouslythoughttheStandingOrdersandprecedentswereclearon this

matter,if theyarenot theyshouldbe clarified.

It would beundesirableif thepracticeofsuchimportantmotionsbeingincorporated

in suspensionofStandingOrdersresolutionsbecameacceptedbecause:

a) It truncatesandlimits theoptionsfor membersto defendthemselvesin the
debate,and

b) It deniesmemberstheright to voteFORtheproceduralmotionto allow the
debateto proceedBUT againstthesubstantivemotion.

TheStandingOrdersshouldenhancemembers’rights not limit them.Therefore,I
suggestthecommitteeshouldconsidermakingit clearthat suchacompositemotion
shouldnotbeacceptedin futureotherthanby leaveto dealwith minor orprocedural
matters.




