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We areagroupof UniversityStudentswho firmly believethat it is in thebestinterestsof

Australia,and humanity that the ICC Statutebe ratified by Australia. We set out the

following argumentsin support of this position, in the hopesthat the Joint Standing

CommitteeonTreatieswill recommendimmediateratification.

1. Firstly, acceptanceoftheICC statutewill demonstrateAustraliancommitmentto

humanrights, both ideologically andpractically. This would allow Australiato

continueits leadingrole in thedrive for aneffective internationalcriminal court.

2. To the extent that responsibility for human rights abuseswill contribute to

regionalstability,Australiashouldconsiderit in its bestintereststo ratify theICC

Statute,in hopesofincreasingsuchstability.

3. We firmly believethat the emphasisonpersonalresponsibilityfor crimesagainst

humanity, war crimes and genocide will act as a significant deterrent to

individuals in a positionto perpetratesuchcrimes.Furthermore,the individual

responsibility emphasisedby the Statute may allay racism insofar as it lays

specific and reasonedblame for atrocities, rather than placing collective

responsibilityon anentireraceor group,irrespectiveoftheproportioninvolved.

4. TheICC representsan increasein theefficiencyandeffectivenessof enforcement

in internationallaw currentlyundertakenby adhoc tribunals.In theabsenceofthe

political will to prosecute,thesetribunalsareoften ineffective.As such,Australia
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should fully supportthe introductionof the ICC if we are to demonstrateto the

world ourseriouscommitmentto theissuesaddressedby the Statute.

5. We feel it is importantto notealso,that dueto Australia’sstrongjudicial record,

that we believe the ICC representsno great derogation from Australian

Sovereignty,especiallywhenconsideringtheemphasison thecomplementarityof

the ICC with domesticjurisdictions.The ICC will be a court of last resort,and

may indeed,encourageindividual Statesto prosecutewherebefore the political

will did not allow.

In summary, we believe that the ICC representsa significant step forward for

Internationalaccountabilityfor crimesagainsthumanity,genocideand war crimes.We

believeit is importantfor Australiato fully supportsuchinitiatives,first andforemostby

itself ratifying theStatute.

Wethankyou for yourconsiderationofthismatter.
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