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March 8, 2001

SubmissionNo...!.~0

Re - Joint Standing Committee on Treaties

DearSir,
As aprivatecitizen, I wishto indicatemy objectionto the
considerationof anyoverseasproposalthatwill be bindingon the
citizensofAustralia.Our electedrepresentativesareresponsiblefor
internalissuesthateffect theirelectors.But, any issuethat tiesusto
internationalagreementsshouldbe first agreedto, or rejectedby, all
citizenspermediumof areferendum.

An InternationalCriminalCourt shouldnot overridethe
authorityof own institutions.Nor shouldthe citizensofthis countrybe
boundto decisionsmadeby any externalauthority,whoserecognitionof
our commonlaw rightsaresuspect.I urgethe Committeeto rejectthis
proposal.

Yo~~incerely

Jim Kennedy~

My submissionis attached.
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The Inquiry Secretary
Mr. Bob Morris
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties
Deptof HouseofRepresentatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

FAX (02) 6277 4827

March 8, 2001

DearSir,

StatuteofInternational Criminal Code

SUBMISSION

My submissionis:

Australia should not be party to the Statute ofInternational Criminal

Code. Because:

1. It overrides Australian sovereignty:

Australia(government)rejectedappealsto thePrivy Council in orderto end
jurisdictionby “foreign” authorities.It is thereforehypocriticalanda
reversalof existingpolicy of independentsovereignty.

It is not in thebestinterestsoftheAustralianpeopleto transfer
sovereigntyto analienforeignpower.

Theparliamentdoesnot havethepeoples’authority for suchatransfer
ofjuridical sovereignty.

To transfersovereigntyto a foreignpowercouldonly be lawful
following areferendumof thepopulation.

2. Should Australiabecomea party to this Code:

It wouldplaceall Australiansunderthecontrolofaforeignalienpowerwithouttheir individual
knowledgeor authority,andit would placeall Australiansunderan authorityoverwhich theycould
not possiblehaveproperdemocraticinfluence,andit wouldplaceall Australiansunderanauthority
that will be concernedmore aboutthe interestsof morepowerful nationsthat it would be about
Australians,andAustralianswouldhaveno reasonableor democraticcontrolover future
developmentsof theCode.
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3. Should Australia becomeparty to this Code:

All personsinvolved in thesupportof suchinvolvementwill have
committedanactof treacheryagainstthe Australianpeoplefor whichtheywill be
heldfully accountable.

Submissionby,

JimKennedy
4 KareelaRoad
ReynellaSA 5161


