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Government Responseto Report 55 ofthe Joint Standing Committee on Treaties

TheGovernmentthankstheCommitteefor its considerationofthetreatiestabled,andgives
thefollowing responsesto theCommittee’srecommendations3 and6:

Double Taxation Agreements

Recommendation3

Furtherto commentsmadeatparagraphs2.34 and2.35, theCommitteerecommendsthat
theGovernmentgivegreaterconsiderationto thetiming of theintroductionof legislation
to bringproposedtreatyactionsinto force,sothat the incidenceofenablinglegislation
beingintroducedprior to theconclusionoftheCommittee’sreviewis reduced.

TheGovernmentacknowledgestheCommittee’sconcernandits rolein thetreatymaking
process.TheGovernmentwill makeeveryeffort to ensurethat theCommitteehasduetimeto
considerall treatyactionsbeforerelevantimplementinglegislationis introduced. The
Governmentnotes,however,that dueto thenationalinterest,this maynot alwaysbepossible.
It remainsopenforParliamentto delayconsideringsuchlegislationuntil theCommitteehas
reported.

In orderto reducetheincidenceof enablinglegislationbeingintroducedto Parliamentbefore
theconclusionoftheCommittee’sreview,theDepartmentofthePrimeMinisterandCabinet
will write to portfolio LegislationLiaisonOfficers abouttreatyenablinglegislation.

Stockholm Convention on PersistentOrganic Pollutants (POPs)

Recommendation6

TheCommitteerecommendsthat theGovernment,in consultationwith relevantparties,
considertheformationofa negotiatingforum, ofa sizeandmanagementasmaybe
appropriate,to includeStateandTerritory governments,in orderto addressconcerns
raisedbytheQueenslandGovernmentin its submission.

TheGovernmentwill ensurethatconsultationtakesplacewith all StateandTerritory
Governmentsandotherstakeholdersin relationto thedevelopmentofaNationalPlanof
ImplementationandaNationalAction Plandealingwith unintentionallyemittedPOPs.These
NationalPlansfulfil obligationsundertheStockholmConvention. TheGovernmentwill
continueto undertakeconsultationthroughoutimplementationoftheStockholmConvention,
consistentwith its approachin considerationofratification.


