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MINISTER FORARTS,HERITAGE & INDIGENOUSAFFAIRS

MEMBER FORGINNINDERRA

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

Thankyou for yourletterof 15 February2005 inviting ACT Governmentcommenton treaties
underreviewby theJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties.

Your letter invitedcommenton thefollowing threetreatiestabledin Parliamenton
8 February2005:

• Agreementon SocialSecuritybetweentheGovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernment
ofMalta (Valletta, 16June2004),

• Be~jingAmendmentto theMontrealProtocol on SubstancesthatDepletetheOzone
Layer, doneat Be~jingin November1999; and

• Amendments,agreedat Bangkok,in October2004, to AppendiceslandII ofthe
ConventionofInternationalTrade in EndangeredSpeciesofWild FaunaandFlora of
3 March 1973.

TheACT Government’scontactwith theMalteseAustralianAssociationof Canberraand
QueanbeyanhasindicatedthattheMalteseCommunityhassomeconcernsaboutthepotential
implicationsoftheSocialSecurityAgreementbetweenAustraliaandMaltafor entitlements
undertheAgedPension,particularlyfor widows.

On otherissuestheACT will notbemaking anycommentsto theCommitteeat this time.

Thankyou for the opportunityto commenton thetreatiesunderinquiry.

Yourssincerely
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