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22 July2005

Dr Andrew SouthcottMP
Chair,JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

I amrespondingto your letterto Mr Brian Horwood,previousManagingDirectorofRio Tinto
Limited, dated3 June2005.

You askedin yourletterfor Rio Tinto’s views on theconsultationwhich occurredon theproposed
AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentoftheRepublicofKorea on
Cooperationin theFields ofEnergyandMineralResources.You alsoaskedfor Rio Tinto’s views
on theproposedtreaty.

Rio Tinto is satisfiedwith the level ofconsultationconcerningtheproposedtreaty.With respectto
thetreatyitself, Rio Tinto notesthatthis agreementwith SouthKoreaprovidestheframeworkfor
strengtheninganddevelopingthecooperationbetweenthetwo countriesin thefields ofenergyand
mineralresourcesby upgradingtheexistingcooperationto treatylevel status.

Rio Tinto’s tradewith theRepublicofKoreahasbeenverysuccessfulfor manyyearsandRio Tinto
hasexcellentrelationswith its Koreancustomers.Rio Tinto is in favouroftheproposedtreatyand
welcomesstrongerrelationswith theRepublicofKorea.

Yourssincerely,

Lyall Howard
Manager- Government& CorporateRelations

PS - Pleasenotethat Mr CharlieLeneganhasreplacedMr Brian HorwoodasManagingDirectorof
Rio Tinto Australia.

Rio Tinto Limited 55 Collins StreetMelbourne3000 Australia (ABN 96 004 458 404)

PostalAddress:GPO Box 384D Melbourne3001 Australia
Telephone(03,) 9283 3333 Fax (03) 9283 3707

I


