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1. Whatare the issuesrelating to accessfor NewZealandstonefruit to WesternAustralia?

Accessfor New Zealand(P47)stonefruit into theeasternstatesofAustraliawasgrantedin 1984.
AccesswasnotpermittedintoWesternAustralia(WA) as no suitablemitigationmeasurewas
identifiedfortheflingi responsiblefor brownrot of stonefruit. Thepresenceofthesefungi in
WA wasconfirmedin 1999. NZ requestedaccessfor stonefruit into WA in 2000,with cherries
flaggedasthehighestpriority. Accessfor cherrieswasgrantedin January2003. Accessfor the
remainingstonefruit (apricot,nectarine,peachandplum) intoWA is apriority for NZ.

TheDraft Reportfor theExtensionofExistingPolicyfor StoneFruit fromNZinto WA was
releasedon 9 August2005,for a30 day stakeholderconunentperiod. Detailedcommentswere
receivedfrom four stakeholdersincinding IliosecurityNewZealandandtheDepartmentof
Agriculture andFoodWesternAustralia.

BiosecurityAustralia’s(BA) draftreportproposesthat stonefruit fromNZ beallowedentryinto
WA subjectto phytosanitarymeasuresto managetheriskposedby orientalfruit moth,
citrophilusmealybug,Ieafrolkrs,andtrips.

BA is finalising its reportandrecommendationsto Australia’sDirectorofAnimal andPlant
Quarantine. In finalising its report,BA is workingto achieveacceptanceof scientifically
justified quarantinemeasuresthat all partiesconsiderto bereasonableto managetherelevant
quarantinerisks.

2. 1f7?atorethe issuesrelating to accessfor NewZealandlettuceto Australia?

Accessfor NewZealand(NZ) lettuceto Australia which wasbasedon historicaltrade,was
suspendedin 2002following an outbreakofcurrantlettuceaphid(Nasonovicsribis-nigh) in NZ.
At that time,this pestwasnotpresentin Australia.

In April 2004,BiosecurityAustralia(BA) formallynotified NZ thatthepesthadbeendetectedin
Tasmania.Thepesthassincebeendetectedin New SouthWales,VictoriaandSouthAustralia
but hasnotbeendetectedin any otherstatesofAustralia. Looseleaflettucecanonly be
exportedfrom Tasmania,New SouthWales,Victoria andSouthAustraliainto otherstatesunder
theNational InterstateCertificationAssuranceProtocol(WA) 51, which outlinestreatmentand
inspectionprotocolsto facilitatethemovementofprocessedlooseleaflettuce.

In March 2006,NZ requestedthat accessfor NZ lettuceto Australiabereinstatedbasedon
similar controlsapplied to Tasmania,Victoria andNew SouthWales. BA is currently
developingaprotocolin conjunctionwith BiosccurityNewZealandfor thereinstatementof
tradefor NZ looseleat’ lettnce.

Accessfor NZ headlettuceto Australiacannotoccuruntil thestatesapproveanationally
acceptedprotocol. A nationallyacceptedprotocolfor headlettuce(ICA-53) is currentlybeing
consideredby membersoftheDomesticQuarantineandMarketAccessWorking Group.
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1- Whatis thedjfferencebetweena moratoriumanda trade barrier?
Doesa moratoriumstoptradetalkingplace?
Doesa moratorium breachWorld TradeOrganization(WTC)guidelines?

Tradebarrierscanbe createdby tariffs ornon-tariffmeasures.A tariff is basicallya
duty oratax leviedattheborderon goodsgoing from onecountryto another.The
higherthetariff, the lesscompetitivewill be the importedgoods. Non-tariffmeasures
arebroadlydefinedasgovernmentmeasures,otherthantariffs, tat restricttrade
flows (e.g. licensingrequirements).Theterm~moratorium’canbe appliedin awide
varietyof circumstancessomeof whichrestricttradeflows andsomeofwhich
promotetradeflows. For example,in termsof tradepromotion,WTO Members
adoptedaDeclarationon global electroniccommerceon 20 May1998which included
amoratoriumon imposingcustomsdutieson electronictransmission.Whethera
moratoriumwasconsistentwith WTO rights andobligationswouldneedto be
determinedon a case-by-casebasisandwoulddependupontheparticular
circumstancesof thecase.
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