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Re: Observationsof theUnitedNationsCommissionon HumanRiehtsand

reflectionon it’s proposedreform

DearManse,

Thanksfor theinvitationto attendtheroundtablediscussionson thesubjectofthe
reformoftheUnitedNationsCommissionon HumanRights.UnfortunatelyI cannot
attenddueto compulsorytrainingwith my newemployer.

I havefollowed theissueofthereformoftheCHRwith greatinterestandthoroughly
enjoyedtheSecretaryGeneralsaddressonthe subjectduringthisyear’s commission,
which I attendedasaninternwit theAustraliandelegation.BelowI havenotedsome
ofmy opinionsontheproposedreformsandI haveincludedsomeofmyobservations
ontheworkingsofthecommission.Feelfreeto drawuponthemif theyareofany
relevanceto yourwork.

I amin supportoftheSecretaryGeneralscriticism oftheCHRasbeingoverly
politicisedandselectivein its approachto internationalhumanrightsissues.It was
evidentin this year’scommissionthatsomestateswerescrutinisedmorecloselythan
othersandthatpolitical alliancesprevailedratherthancloseandindependentanalysis
oftheagendaitems.

Whatwasof greatconcernto methroughoutthecommissionwastheconstant
criticism oftheUN andits mechanismsby participatingstates.Oftenthis wasusedto
justi& theirnon-compliancewith UN treatiesandto defiedattentionfrom their
nationalhumanrightsviolations.This constantcriticism alsoconfusedimportant
issuesanddetractedform theirsignificance,I believethis wasaplannedand
deliberatetactic. OneexampleofthiswasIsrael’scondemnationoftheCHRandits



mandatesandits non-cooperationin negotiationsaimedat theresolutionofconflicts
with Palestine.

Thepennanentstandingoftheproposedhumanrightscouncil would bemore
effective,thanthetemporaryandlimited time frameofthecurrentcommission.The
meetingwastoo shortto allow for closeanalysisofsuchbroadissues,howeverit was
too long for a singleevent. Its lengthandbroadscopesometimescreateda
disinterestedandrestlessatmosphereduringmeetingsandplenarysessions.

The ineffectivenessofmultilateralismin conflict resolutionwasalsoapparent
throughoutthecommission.Statesoftenbecamedefensivewheninternational
conflictswereinvestigatedthroughsuchmeans.I believethenewcouncil could
achievebetterresultsin conflict resolutionwhendealingwith stateson aoneto one
basis,assuggestedin thereformproposalsoftheSecretaryGeneral.

ThanksonceagainManse,for takingtheinitiative to convenesuchan essentialand
potentiallyproductivemeeting.I aminterestedin theoutcomesandwould appreciate
beingsentanyfollow up documentation.

With bestregards,

dareStoddart
Intern
AustralianDelegation
United NationsCommissionon HumanRights
Geneva,April 2005


