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Foreword 
 

The issue of Australia’s regional air superiority has been the subject of 
considerable discussion and commentary from 2000. The strategic guidance 
outlined in the Defence 2000—Our Future Defence Force and the acquisition and 
phasing out of equipment proposed in the Defence Capability Plan 2004–2014 has 
provided the basis for much of the debate amongst key stakeholders.  

The Defence Sub-Committee of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Defence and Trade first examined the issue of Australia’s air combat capability in 
its Review of the Defence Annual Report 2002-03. Further to this inquiry, in June 2005, 
the Senate resolved that the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence 
and Trade ‘inquire and report into the ability of the Australian Defence Force to 
maintain air superiority in our region to 2020, given current planning; as well as 
any measures required to ensure air superiority in our region to 2020.’ To support 
the Committee in its deliberations, two public hearings were held and over 40 
submissions were entered into evidence.   

In terms of report structure, Chapter 2 outlines the strategic considerations, both 
global and regional, which underpin Australia’s future regional air superiority. 
Concepts such as a balanced force structure, asymmetric threats, and an 
assessment of regional military capabilities are discussed. The chapter concludes 
that Australia must continue to monitor developments in the region when 
considering new and improved air combat capabilities. 

Chapter 3 of the report considers the Australian Defence Force’s (ADF) current 
capability planning, beginning with an overview of the Defence 2000—Our Future 
Defence Force and subsequent Defence updates in 2003 and 2005. An outline of the 
Hornet Upgrade Program follows and its role in the transition to the new air 
combat aircraft is discussed. In concluding, the Committee notes the introduction 
of a new capability is underpinned by strategic policy and the constraints of 
providing a well balanced ADF.   

The withdrawal from service of the F-111 is examined in Chapter 4 along with a 
consideration of the aircraft’s technical and maintenance issues. Also discussed are 



 vii 

 

 

the merits of enhancing the F-111 and extending its in-service life past 2010. The 
chapter concludes that industry could support the F-111 until 2020 but there are 
risks, including the ability to sustain critical skills amongst the current workforce. 
The Committee notes the increasing severity of the risk profile in extending the  
F-111 beyond 2010. 

Chapter 5 summarises the ADF’s future capability planning with particular 
attention being given to the acquisition of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) as well as 
any potential capability gap which may arise from a delay in its purchase.  

The report concludes in Chapter 6 with a comparative analysis of the JSF and the 
FA-22 Raptor covering issues such as capability, availability and cost.  Irrespective 
of whether the FA-22 Raptor is available for export sale to Australia, the 
Committee notes the purchase of the JSF is considered by Defence to provide the 
most effective and efficient air combat capability. 

 

 

Hon B C Scott MP 
Chair 
Defence Sub-Committee 
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