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Extendedresponsefrom theWesternAustralianCouncil of StateSchool
OrganisationsInc (WACSSO)asrequestedbythePublicHearing.

This additionalinformationis providedby theWesternAustralianCouncil of State
SchoolOrganisationsInc (WACSSO).Thequestionswerepresentedto our
representativeMrs BernadetteGamierandput to thefull representationof StateCouncil
on theweekendofthe26~ and27~ ofNovember,2005.

Theresponseswereasfollows:

• Why would a universitydevelopa relationshipwith aschool?

In supportofthepositionpresentedin ourinitial papertherearemanyreasonswhy it is
goodpolicy for Universitiesto haverelationshipswith schools.Forexamplewehave
spokenabouttheneedto raisetheprofileof teachingandaddressthelow uptakeinto
teachertrainingdirectly from Year 12. Onewayto improveon this wouldbefor
universitiesto hold informationsessionsatschoolsto targettheYear 12 graduateand
promotethepositivebenefitsoftheteachingprofessionto stimulaterenewedinterest.
This would improveinformedrecruitment.

Thenotionoflife-long learningis notanewconceptamongsteducationalcommentators.
To be authenticto theconceptof life-long learningandmultiple pathways’universities
needto appealto abroaderrangeofstudents.Publicschoolstudentsneedto be aware
thatuniversity is anoption forthemandno longerextendedonly to privilegedandelitist
positioning.Thereneedsto beastrongerlink betweenall theinstitutionsprovidingpost
seniorsecondaryeducationandthesepartnershipsneedto inform studentsof whatthey
offer, costandentryrequirements.

Practicumalsoneedsto embracementoringby experiencedteachers.Supervising
teachersneedto attendbriefingsessionsatuniversitiesaspartofatwo-way
communicationprocess,wherebytheproblemsfacedbypre-teachersandsupervisorscan
be monitored,identifiedandsolved.

• Internships.

Thecommitteehasexpressedan interestin thevalueof internshipsandthepositiontaken
by parentsonthis concept.

WACSSOsupportsin principletheconceptofinternships.Howeverthedetail needsto
be clarified.Currentlyin WesternAustraliait is ourunderstandingthatunsupervised
classroomtimeby studentteachersis notpermitted.WACSSOsupportstheconceptof
structuredgraduateprogramssuchas areavailableto otherprofessionaldisciplines,
whereaperiodoftime is dedicatedon arotationalbasisto exposepre-teachersto a
varietyofenvironments.A clearerworkingproposalfor internshipswouldneedto be



presentedin orderto gaugewhatthis meansfor parentsandwhethertheywould support
all of thedetail.

WACSSOwould like to takethis opportunityto thanktheCommitteefor theopportunity
to pa~t1c1patein thepublic debateandwe eagerlyawaita presentationof outcomes.

Valerie~Flashman
Policy& ResearchOfficer
WesternAustralianCouncil of StateSchoolOrganisationsInc.


