
SUBMISSION NO. 152

Attachment:

To:
The Secretary
Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Issue: Votes for the Federal Election October 9th 2004 not being counted.

Due to the geographical location of his property Mr Jordan and his family
select the postal vote option to lodge their voting rights at Federal and State
elections.

For the recent Federal election on October the 9th 2005 lodgement for postal
votes happened in plenty of time with the required papers being mailed to
them from the electoral office.

4 October 2005 - Being conscious of time and to ensure that their votes were
counted Mr & Mrs Jordan duly filled in the forms, had them witnessed, and on
a regular trip into the regional township of Longford posted them on Thursday
the 7th October 2005.
Note that the forms are witnessed and dated 4 October 2005.

In December 2005 Mr & Mrs Jordan received a notice from the Divisional
Returning Officer as per attached indicating that their vote was late therefore
would not be counted.

Mr Jordan questioned this and was sent a copy of the envelope stamped by
the post office in HOBART 10 October 2005. Mr Jordan could not understand
this as he posted the letter at Longford in the North of Tasmania and yet the
post mark was for Hobart in the South of the state.

Note — Mr Jordan is concerned that his vote has not been counted as also
others may not due to the regional isolation to a MAIN STREAM POST
OFFICE.



16 March2005

TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters
ParliamentHouse
Canberra ACT 2600

DearSecretary

This letterauthorisesSenatorGuyBamettto forwardtheCommitteeon Electoral
Mattersdetailsofmy experiencein the2004Electioncampaign.

Yourssincerely

A.
Mr RayJordan
421 GulfRoad
Liffey Tas 7301
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ATTACHMENT A

Adclress for Carrespondenc~
Division of LYONS
P0 aox 123
LAUNCESTON lAS 7250

~1IOO2170

&4~4~Q ~

RAYMONDALLENJORIDAN ~, ~
421 GULF RD
LIFFEY TAS 7301

Aus)’i-’alion EIector~I Commission AEC
Division of LYONS
87 GEORGE ST
LAUNCESTON lAS 7250

Tel: 132326

Fax: 03 6334 2725

Ret LYONO25S2M

A

FEDERAL ELECTION - VOTING ADVICE

~Nrienyou voted at the recent tederal election you did SO by post.

— One of the requirements for your vote to be counted was that your vote be received by me
on or before polling day or, if received after polling day:

• the postmark date on the envelope, or

• ~nthe absence of a postmark, the date of witnessing of your- vote, indicate that
your vote was cast before the close of the poll.

When this was checked I found that this requirement had not been met. Therefore, your

vote could not be counted,
Yours sincerely

Davin Foulkes
IJivisional Returning Officer
7 December 2004 ji

~ 4 9b~ ~w~~LA-~4~
~

E\/AJ (11/04)
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ATTACHMENT B

To the IJRO for
the Division of:
I5auin~ Division!
flverse~t Post

LYONS

LYONS
8.ECTOR DETAILS

Your name and
claimed enrolled
address (as per
yaw application)

Jordan
~ Raymond Allen
421 Gulf Rd
LIFEEY TAS 7301

Your data of birth (OAVIMO&flI/YEAR) LI~ZI~i~i~
if you have olean~od your name or addmss since ~aulest enrolled,
pleaso PRINT We detaIls hero.
Your ftrmer
Surname ____________________________________

Your temre, Given
Names ________________________________________
Your p~lmaI2ant
Hddress (if different
from your enrolled
address)

If me addreases are dltierent — date you
moved to your permanent 8ddress ____________________

DaytimephoneN~. 1(03 43 97 333 4t

.

/ I

Declorallen; / &c/aro that lam enhiflad to vote, fhat I have not aIreao~v
voted In this eled#om’J’eferendum, andthat mypersonal dera Its on rhls
‘form are oomplete andcorrect. I al~’o reque~f f/rat, whereeppikeb/n,
my name andaddress on the Subdivision Flail be amenaaa ia reflect
the details given abpVa,
Your
Slgrrahjrear ~ ~
Mark A ~

Hole: Giving false or misleading Information isa serious otfe6ce.

AUTH~RISED IAIBYNESS ~TOCOMPLETE
Declaration: I declare f/mat lam antWed to bean authorised wItnec.s’
and thatI have complied with? the duties at an aufhods,witrwss

Dame

Catagory at whnass (eQ. elector)

Your persona) information on tills form is used for electoral purposes
only and may be Drovidad to Commonwealth agencies and otber bodies
in accordanos with Commonwealth law.

C Carnmonwwlt5 01 AuOlraIla 20t4

J!II~

~tIdUt5mIu1LkM~
I~ No

1 EIeelero
sle~&mrn DDj

2 WlIn~’
SlgT~uJre El 121

COnilma ~
4A~SIgn

SEerSien DEl
~

Yos ~i0

rRog/ DEl
acIa~1~i DElI
Elactnr10

* tororve e
Class

o Fonuffr OR
Eeroimnenl El
ssrn Cada

97

I / ,
97

seaTs/TOTrltDw

~
1 n~nAiJinit

lThIaPI~) El
2P~nA~ El.
Ol~aln~t

97
Reason ~

4 InitIals

~OflOofiao1,o~
1 ~ El
a PanAernll

lOmar Dlvi 111
3 Robs:

Roason

4 I~l1taj~ .h.~

EioI9-1A-oeoq

27-Oil -00040.5

p

Signature of
Witness

L
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Dvisional Returning Officer
Reply Paid 123
LAUNCESTONTAS 7250
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Australian Electoral CommissionAddress for Correspondence
Division of LYONS
P0 BOX 123
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250

01/002169

BRIGHTA JANETTE JORDAN
421 GULF RD
LIFFEY TAS 7301

AEC
Division of LYONS ATTACHMENT D
87 GEORGE ST
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250

Tel: 132326
Fax: 03 6334 2725

Ref: LYONO2531M

FEDERAL ELECTION - VOTING ADVICE

When you voted at the recent federal election you did SD by post.

One of the requirements for your vote to be counted was that your vote be received by me
on or before polling day or, if received after polling day:

• the postmark date on the envelope; or

• in the absence of a postmark, the date of witnessing of your vote, indicate that
your vote was cast before the close of the poll.

When this was checked I found that this requirement had not been met. Therefore, your
vote could not be counted.

Yours sincerely

Davin Foulkes
Divisional Returning Officer
7 December 2004

EVAJ (11/04)
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ATTACHMENT G

11 January2004

Senator Eric Abetz
Special Minister of State
Liberal Senator for Tasmania
G P0 1675
HOBART Tasmania 7001

Dear Mjni~ter

I am writing to you regarding an issue from a constituent, Mr Ray Jordan of
Liffey, in Tasmania.

Mr Jordan and his extended family use the postai voting system at election
times due to the uncertainty of their ability to travel to a polling booth on a
nominated election day.

In the recent Federal election, on October 9th 2004, applications for postal
voteswere applied for and received. These were completed and posted at the
Longford Post Office on the Thursday prior to the election.

In December Mr Jordan and other members of his family received letters from
the Electoral Office stating that as the postal votes had been received by the
electoral office, and did not compiy with the regulations (refer attached
letters), their votes were not counted.

Apparently one letter had a post mark HOBART on it but Mr Jordan definitely
did not post them there.

Your comments and guidance in reply to Mr Jordan would be appreciated.

Yours sincerely
33 George Streem

Launcestoii 7250

Tasrn~nia Australk

Tel (03) 633A 1755

Fax: (03) 633~ 1624
Guy Barnelt Toii Free: 1300 132 937

LIBERAL SENATOR FOR TASMANIA
Ernaii:

senator.barnett@apla £Jov.au

wwwqLlylDarnett.com

Parliament House

Canberra ACt 2600

Tel (02) 6277 ~6O~

Fax: (02) 6277 3600
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SENATORTHEHONERICABETZ ~ - ___

SpecialMinisterof State
Liberal Senatorfor Tasmania

SenatorGuyBarnett
Senatorfor Tasmania ~ ~
33 GeorgeStreet
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250’

Dear Senator~B~.rnett

Thankyou for yourletterof11 January2005on behalfofMr RayJordanofLiffey,
who expressedconcernthathispostalvotewasnotadmittedto thecountatthe
2004FederalElection. I apologisefor the delayin replying.

I notethat Mr Jordan’spostalvotewaspostedat Longfordon
Thursday7 October2004but waspostmarkedin Hobarton 10 October2004.

TheAustralianElectoralCommission(AEC) hasadvisedthat the
CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918(theElectoralAct) requiresthat, for apostalvote
to becounted,it mustbepostedto therelevantDivisional ReturningOfficer (DRO)
on orbeforepolling day. If a postalvoteis receivedafterpolling day, thepostmark
shouldindicatethat it waspostedprior to thecloseof polling. TheAEC regretsany
distressthismatterhascausedMr Jordan.

Mr Jordanmaybeinterestedto knowthattheAustralianParliamentregularly
appointsaJointStandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters(JSCEM)to reviewthe
conductoffederalelectionsandelectorallaw. This Committeeconsidersissues
relatingto electorallaw and administration,andmakesrecommendationsfor
appropriatereform.

ShouldMr Jordanwish to makea submissionto theJSCEMon thismatteror if he
would like furtherinformationon theCommittee’spreviousviews,the Committee
Secretariatcanbe contactedatDepartmentof HouseofRepresentatives,Parliament
House,CanberraACT 2600,phone:02 62772374,fax: 02 62774710or email:
JSCEM@aph.gov.au.

Thankyou forbringingMr Jordan’sconcernsto my attention.

Yourssincerely

9

ERIC ABETZ

ParliamentHouse,CanberraACT 2600 Telephone02 62777600 Facsimile 02 6273 4541



ATTACHMENT I

11 January2005

Mr Ray Jordan
421 Gulf Road
LIFFEY Tasmania 7301

55 —

Dear MrJordan ~

In reference to your concerns in relation to the last election on October 9th

2004, and the Electoral Offices letter to you.

I have written to Special Minister of State Senator Eric Abetz and forwarded
copies of your and your wife’s postal vote application and mailing envelope for
comment.

Following his reply to me I will contact you.

Best wishes to you both for the New Year.

Yours sincerely

y

/

Guy Barnett
LIBERAL SENATOR FOR TASMANIA

33 George Strees,

Launceston 7250

Tasmania Austraha

Tel: (03) 6334 1755

Fax: (03) 6334 1624

Toll Free: 1300 132 937

Erriaii

sero~tor. barnetL@apl gox. au

www.guybarnett.corn

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Tel: (02) 6277 3603

Fax: (02) 6277 3600


