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DearCommitteeMembers;

1. TheInternetAnd PoliticalSpeech

I would like to commenton the role of politicalspeechin relationto
theinternetandtheconductof elections.

Thefreedomencompassedbytheability of individuals,andgroups,to
speakfreelyandoutsideofregulationis awonderfulpositivefor
political debateandthemarketof ideas.

In particularI havebeenimpressedwith theemerganceof
“flash-advocacy”groups.Thecostof publishingon theinternetis so
lowthatthesewebsitespop-upfor asingle issueandpresent
informationthatis readilyavailablefor anyvotersearchingfor it.
Eitherthroughalink from anothersite, suchasablog, orfrom a
queryin asearchengine.
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I seethesesitesasaddingto thepolitical debate.In addition,for
eachflashadvocacygroupthatappears,thereis anotherthatappears
in opposition.Foreveryjobnhowardlies.comtherewill bea
johnhowardtrnths.comnowavoterhasagreaterwealthof information
to drawan opinionfrom. This is amajorpositive.

Anotheraspectoftheinternetis the emerganceofflash-research
groups.Theseflockarounda meme,disseminatinganddissectingit.
Acting like a single issuejournalistorganization.Any information
thatdoesnotsurvivetheseflash-researchersis widelydiscredited.A
goodexampleofthis is RathergatewhereaTV NewsAnchorin the
UnitedStateswas discreditedbyaflash-researthgroup.

The SpecialMinisterof State,Eric Abetz,hassuggestedthatinternet
websites,suchas flash-advocacygroupsandbloggers,actedin
contraventionof theElectoralAct duringthe2004Commonwealth
Election.I presumehe meansSection328 whenspeakingof this.

The policingof speechon theinternetis impossible.Currentlyfive
percentoftheAustralianpopulationresidesoutsideof Australia-

while remainingpolitically active.Theyaxe beyondthereachof
electoralhws.In additionbandwidthandserversarecheaperoverseas
thanin Australiatoo.This makesthewebsitesandpeoplerunningthem
impossibleto police.

In conclusion,I believethat regulatinginternetpolitical speechis
animpossibletask;thatwill becomearbitraryandpunishthosethat
wishto partakein thepublic political debate.I believethe
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lasse-faireapproachto theinternetin relationto electionswill
increasepublic andpolitical debate.

2.RequestForPublishingOf FiscalTransactionsBetweenPartyandIndividual

In additionI wouldlike to requestthecommitteelook towardParties
publishingalist on theinternetwitich containstheindividualsand
websitesthathavereceivedpolitical moneyfrom them.This wouldneed
to be donein atimelymanner,in thesamedayas thetransaction
takingplace.

I believethis will give individualstheinformationto makerational
decisionsif awebsite,or individualpublishingto awebsite,hasa
biasedview dueto theirfiscal relationshipwith a politicalparty.

This requirementshouldalsoextendto govemmentdepartmentsduring
theelectoralcycle aswell.

3. OtherIssuesForThe Committee

I would alsolike theCommitteeto look into theuseoftax-payer
moneyandpublic serviceresourcefor theuseof advertising,
pamphleteeringandmailingbythemajorpartiesduringtheelection.

AnotherissueI would like addressedis Sections94 and95 which
dis-enfranchiseAustralianswho arecurrentlyworkingandliving
outsideof Australia.TheAustralianDiasporais unfairly
discriminatedagainstin thosesections.Iwouldlike to seeSection
94.lc removedfromtheElectoralAct.

In along termview, theJointStandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters
shouldinquire to thepossibilityof establishinga Commonwealth
ElectoralRoll for Australianscurrentlyliving outsideofAustralia
aspart of Senaterepresentationfor theAustralianDiaspora.

CameronRiley
www.southsearepublic.org
www.newcopra.com
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