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24 July 2001

DearMr Pyne

InventionofBalloting System

I actfor Mr Don Mitchell.

My clienthasdevisedavoting systemwhichutilisesacircularvotingpaper.Theshape
anddesignoftheballot shouldsubstantiallyaddresstheproblemofthe“donkeyvote”.
My client hasbeengrantedLettersPatentforhis invention.

I encloseacopyof thedrawingof theballotpaperfor yourconsideration.

Mr Mitchell hasapproachedtheAustralianElectoralCommission(“AEC”) with regardto
thepotentialof the inventionbut theresponsefromthe AEC indicatedthattheydid not
understandthepotentialof the invention.

I would greatlyappreciateyouropinionon theballotpaper.It would beof enormous
assistanceto my clientif you couldassistin anyway in approachingrelevantpotentially
interestedpartiesso thatthebenefitsof the inventionmight be broughtto their attention.

I understandthatyou mayhavevery limited time butmy clientwould appreciateany
assistancethatyou couldprovide.

Yours sincerely
GRIFFITH HACK

SallyShrinipton

BRISBANE NEWCASTLEMELBOURNE SYDNEY PERTH

MELSOURNE OFFICE CERTIFIED ISO 9002

Assoniated with Computer Patent Annuities Limited Partnership Affiliated mith Griffith Hark Lamyere
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TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Mr TrevorRowe __________________________

Jo4nt Standln~CommIttee on Electoral Matt0~S

2 July 2002 SubmisslonNo,~
DearMr Rowe

Inquiry into the Conduct of 2001 FederalElection
Our Ref: SAS:JR:LF011327

Thankyou for yourletterof 4 June2002.

My client,Mr Don Mitchell, hasaskedmeto confirmthat he wishesmy letterto you on 24
July 2001to beconsideredasa submissionto theInquiry.

As advisedin my earlierletter,Mr Mitchell hasbeengrantedLettersPatentfor his invention
of avoting systemwhich utilizesacircularvoting paper. A copyof the inventionis attached.

The shapeanddesignof theballot papershouldsubstantiallyaddresstheproblemof the
“donkeyvote”.

Althoughmy client is awareof theelectoralsystemsknownas“RobsonRotation”which
operatein theAustralianCapitalTerritory andTasmania,my client’ssystemavoidstheneed
to print differentballotpapers,therebyreducingcosts.

I look forwardto hearingfrom you.

Yourssincerely

Sally Shrimpton
Partner
Direct: (61 3) 9243 8322
E-mail: sally.shrimpton@griffithhack.com.au

Enc
H:’.JulieR\wip\K-o\LFOI1327-butt Staltdltg Committee. I .doc02/07/02
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