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Annex 15 
 

Suggested Information for Migrants and Would-be Migrants 
 
1. Information to be Made Available to those Inquiring about Possible 

Migration to Australia 
 
 
The Southern Cross Group suggests that by way of early civics education for possible 

migrants to Australia, the Commonwealth should prepare a brochure which outlines in simple 

terms the basic structure of democratic government at the federal and state level.  This 

should be available on the www.immi.gov.au and www.aph.gov.au  websites and in hard copy 

from all overseas posts which process migrant visas, as well as at migration information 

expos and road shows held overseas. 

 

The brochure might be developed in such a manner that it portrays our systems as a positive 

factor supporting a decision to apply for the right to migrate. 

 

While the message would be relatively brief it should encourage people to seek more 

information from Australian government websites in their own language. 

 

There should be a clear statement of the steps a successful migrant would need to follow 

once in Australia to achieve citizenship and to thus be able to participate fully in our 

democratic system by exercising the accompanying right to vote. 

 

2. Information to be Made Available to those who are Issued with a 
Migration Visa 

 

A brochure should be prepared for issue to successful applicants for migration visas along the 

following lines: 

 

Congratulations on your decision to migrate to Australia.  

 

We believe that one of the great strengths of the Australian way of life is the individual’s right 

to participate fully in our democratic system. Even though your own personal rights will be 

limited to some extent until you become an Australian citizen and thus have the right to vote 

in our elections, there is much you can do to learn about our systems and quickly become a 

part of the Australian family. 
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Once you have arrived in Australia your day to day experiences and contacts with your 

support groups will begin to equip you with an understanding of our general customs and 

practices   

 

What is not so easy to acquire is a sound knowledge of our systems of government and law 

and how you can become an effective part of those systems. It is in your interest to 

progressively prepare yourself to understand your rights and privileges once you become an 

Australian citizen. 

 

Should you decide to become an Australian citizen, you will then enjoy the same rights as all 

other Australian citizens:  

 

• Subject to the provisions of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918, the right to enrol 

and vote to help elect Australia's governments at the federal, state and local level; 

 

• The right to apply to nominate for election to Parliament (subject to s44 (i) of the 

Australian Constitution which prohibits dual citizens from standing for the Australian 

Parliament); 

 

• The right to apply for an Australian passport and to leave and re-enter the country 

without a resident return visa; 

 

• The right to seek assistance from Australian diplomatic representatives while 

overseas; 

 

• The right to apply to enlist in the defence forces and for government jobs requiring 

Australian citizenship; and 

 

• Subject to the provisions of Australia’s citizenship laws, the right to register your 

children born abroad as Australian citizens by descent. 

 

With citizenship, there are also certain responsibilities expected of all Australians. You will, for 

example, be required to: 

 

• Obey the laws and fulfill your duties as an Australian citizen; 

 

• Provided you live in Australia, enrol on the Electoral Roll and vote at Federal and 

State/Territory elections and referenda; 
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• Serve on a jury, if called on; 

 

• Defend Australia, should the need arise. 

 

These privileges and responsibilities are subject to the same rights and exemptions as 

Australian-born citizens. 

 

To fully understand the rights and privileges an Australian citizen has relating to electoral 

matters, we suggest you refer to the following online information about the Australian systems 

of government  and democracy at both the federal and state levels: 

 

[List of relevant websites.] 
 

As an Australian Resident, before you Become an Australian Citizen… 
 

You will have no right to enrol or vote in Australian elections.  Once you are an Australian 

citizen, however, if you live in Australia, enrolment and voting is compulsory.  To find out more 

about Australian elections and voting, see www.aec.gov.au. 

 

You may be able to vote in the elections held in your country of original citizenship while you 

live in Australia.  Check with the nearest consular office of your country of citizenship. 

 

Website Portal to Government Information 
 

The Australian Government maintains a website portal www.australia.gov.au which will lead 

you to information pages maintained by the various government agencies. For an up-to-date 

coverage of the issues with which you may be concerned from time to time, you should 

consult the website on a regular basis. 

 

Adult Civics and Electoral Education Courses 
 

Adult civics and electoral education courses are held in Australia regularly and we invite you 

to participate whether or not you become an Australian citizen.  For details of the course 

nearest you, visit [website]. 
 

If you live outside a major city or town and cannot attend a course, distance-learning civics 

and electoral education materials are available online and by post. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


