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Re: Inquiriesinto indigenousEmployment

My nameis VinceRossandI write to firstly commendthe Governmentfor taking
positivestepsto addressthe issuesrelatingto thedeficit surroundingIndigenous
employment.ForthepastthirteenyearsI haveheld thepositionof Directorfor the
Uniting Aboriginal and islanderChristianCongressin Victoria. I’m from theMadi-Madi
Clanof theMurrumbidgeeArea in N.S.Wandfor manyyearshaveworkedand
supportedtheselfdetermination,selfmanagementconcept.i’m convincedthat if
Indigenouspeoplearegiven theopportunityto manageourown affairsyou will seethat
we arecapableof deliveringapositiveoutcome.In the following paragraphsyou will see
that ourorganizationis focusedtowardfreeingIndigenouspeopleandempoweringus to
makepositivechangesand createour own pathways.In my view therearetwo very
importantissuesthatneedto beaddressedthatwill allow Indigenouspeopleto move
awayfrom welfare.We need to be madewelcomein ourown country,and for non-
Indigenousto spendtimewith us andreally hearwhat we aresaying.i’m of theopinion
that this nation wilt neverreachits fullest potential until it recognizesthat white Australia
hasa proudblackhistory andmovesforward to addressthecurrentimbalances.

Oneway forward for indigenouspeopleis to developtheirown enterprisethrough
Cultural EducationTourism,this will providea wayto establishemploymentanda
strongfinancialbase.NaranaCreationsis doing someforwardplanningtowardlinking
with theAboriginal ExperienceSuperHighway in N.S.Wwhich we believewill open up
manyopportunitiesfor creativeCultural Tourism.This vision that’sbeenout therefor
sometime now hasthepotentialto breakdown anystructurethat paralysesourability to
think beyondpastnegativeexperiencesandmovetowardtrueselfdetermination.The
U.A.LC.C in Victoria is focusedon “Taking control ofthepresentto startshapingthe
future.”Our presentsituationspellsout very clearly that if we put the right structuresin
placeandwork in partnershipwith othersthen apositive resultwill be achieved.

I stronglybelievethetime is right for indigenousAustraliansto brushoff theshackles
that haveboundus for too long, andtakeselfdeterminationseriouswith an attitudethat
will helpstartan avalancheofopportunities.
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In (eelongNarana Creationsis markingout a pathway for otherIndigenous
organizationsto follow in thetourismindustrythat provides themwith aworkable
model andone that givesongoingfinancialstability for our future

Finally wewould like to invite interestedpeoplewhowish to seean exciting indigenous
enterprisein operationto visit ourcentre.We areopenfrom 9amto 5pm Mondayto
Friday and I Oamto 4pm on Saturday.

Vince Ross
C.E.O NaranaCreations
Director Uniting Aboriginal andislanderChristian Congress


