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The purpose of t h i s  B i l l  i s  t o  amend t h e  Proclamation 

th? Governor-General of 5 A p r i l  1979 made pursuant  t o  

sub-section 7(2) of t h e  Nat iona l  Parks  and W i l d l i f e  

Conservation Act 1375 by which i n  paragrapb ( b )  of P a r t  1 

3f the Schedule of t h e  Procl amation,  an a r e 4  was excluded 

from the  t o t a l  d e s c r i p t i n n  of t h e  Kakadu Na?;i?nal Park 

area f o r  t h e  Koongarra mining l e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e a .  

I n  August 1977 when t h e  Governiient announced i t s  

uranium d e c i s i o n s ,  it a l s n  announced t h a t  t h e  Koongarra l e a s e  

area would be excluded from t h e  Kakadu Nat iona l  Park.  

Subsequently i n  i t s  environmental  impact s ta tement  t h e  

propoilent Company presented  a r e v i s e d  concept  r z q u i r i n g  t h e  

ta i l ings  and evapora t ion  ponds t o  be  l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  

leas?  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e a .  

The adjustments  n e c e s s a r y  w i l l  e n t a i l  t h e  a d d i t i o n  

t o  the  park of  some o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  Koongarra l e a s e  

appl icat ion a r e a  and t h e  removal from t h e  park of  a s l igh t !y  

smaller p o r t i o n  of l a n d .  T'ne n e t  e f f e c t  w i l l  be a more 

prac t ica l  and environmental ly  manageable Koongarra P r o j e c t  

Area. T'ne land  t o  be added t o  t h e  p a r k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

escarpment a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Nourlangie  Rock i s  of 

great t r a d i t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  Abor ig ina l  people  

and has h i g h e r  park  v a l u e  t h a n  t h a t  proposed t o  be removed. 

The B i l l  p rovides  t h a t  t h e  Act s h a l l  n o t  come i n t o  

operation u n t i l  such t ime a s  agreement h a s  been reached 

betlveen t h e  Abor ig ina l  Land Council  and t h e  mining 

company. The s t a t u s  of Abor ig ina l  land  i s  n o t  a f f e c t e d .  

copy of a map showing t h e  chang?s i s  a t t a c h e d .  



NOTES ON CLAUSES 

clause 1 - 
This i s  a formal  c l ause  p rov id ing  f o r  t h e  c i t a t i o n  

of t he  B i l l .  

Ciause 2 - 
Sub-clause 2 ( 2 )  provides  t h a t  c l a u s e  3 of t h e  B i l l  

s h a l l  n o t  come i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  Y i n i s t e r  f o r  Abor ig ina l  

Affa i r s  and t h e  Abor ig ina l  Land Council have ,  i n  accordance 

with Sub-sect ion 40(1) o f  t h e  

A& 1976, consented ,  i n  w r i t i n g ,  t o  t h e  making of 

a g r a n t  of a mining in-cerest  i n  r e s p e c t  of t h e  land  which w i l l  

be ex-luded f rm the  Kakadu Nat iona l  Park by t h i s  B i l l .  

Clause 3 

Sub-clause (1) of c l ause  3 amends t h e  P roc laaa t ion  

by the Governor-General da ted  5 ApriL 1979 e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  

Kakadu Nat iona l  Park b y o m i t t i n g t h e  c u r r e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

Koongarra l e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e a  and s u b s t i t u t i n g  a r e v i s e d  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h a t  a r e a .  

Sub-clause ( 2 )  provides  t h a t  t h e  r ev i sed  3 e s c r i p t i o n  

of t he  Koongarra l e a s e  a r e a  i s ,  f o r  a l l  pu rposes ,  t o  be deemed 

t o  have been made by a Proc’amation by t h e  Governor-General 

under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of -&ne Nat iona l  Parks  and W i l d l i f e  

Conservation Act 1975 and t o  have been made i n  accordance wi th  

311 t h e  requi rements  of t h a t  Act.  

Sub-clause (3)  ensu res  t h a t  t h e  Proclamation by which 

the Kakadu Nat iona l  Park was dec la red  remsins  v a l i d  notwi th-  

s tanding  t h a t ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  Proclamation 

made by sub-c lause  (I), t h e  land  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  Schedule 

e e ./may 
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may include some land that could 

declared by the Governor-General 

not be included 

under section 7 of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1975 (i.e. 

some land being returned to the Park may not fall within any 

of the meanings of “area” defined in sub-section 7(1) of the 

National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1975). 

Sub-clause ( 4 )  is a formal provision to provide 

that any interest held by the Commonwealth in land returned 

to the Park by virtue of the revised description, other than 

an interest in any minerals, is to be vested in the Director 

of National Parks and Wildlife. 


